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How to Make a Lanyard with Paracord: A Step-by-Step Guide to Crafting Your
Own Durable Accessory

how to make a lanyard with paracord is a fun and practical DIY project that
anyone, from beginners to seasoned crafters, can enjoy. Paracord lanyards are
not only stylish but also incredibly useful-they can hold keys, ID badges, or
even serve as an emergency survival tool. If you've ever wanted to create
your own custom lanyard that’s both functional and durable, this guide will
walk you through everything you need to know, from selecting materials to
mastering the basic knots.

Why Choose Paracord for Your Lanyard?

Paracord, originally used in parachute suspension lines, is now a popular
crafting material for its strength, versatility, and vibrant color options.
When making a lanyard, paracord offers several advantages:

- **Durability**: Paracord is extremely strong and resistant to wear and
tear.

- **Flexibility**: It’s easy to knot and weave into various patterns.

- **Style**: Available in countless colors and patterns, allowing for
personalized designs.

- **Multipurpose**: In emergencies, the cord can be unraveled for survival
uses.

Because of these qualities, learning how to make a lanyard with paracord
means you're not just making a simple accessory-you're creating a piece
that’s both practical and potentially lifesaving.

Materials and Tools Needed to Make a Paracord
Lanyard

Before diving into the crafting process, gather the following materials and
tools:

- **Paracord**: Typically, 4 to 6 feet is sufficient for a standard lanyard.
- **Scissors**: To cut the paracord cleanly.

- **Lighter or Matches**: To melt and seal the ends, preventing fraying.

- **Keyring or Clip**: For attaching keys or badges.

- **Measuring Tape or Ruler**: To ensure accurate lengths.

- **Qptional**: A fid or paracord needle to weave tighter knots.



Choosing the right type of paracord is essential. The most commonly used is
550 paracord, which has a breaking strength of 550 pounds—more than enough
for a lanyard.

Step-by-Step Instructions on How to Make a
Lanyard with Paracord

Step 1: Measure and Cut Your Paracord

Start by measuring about 6 feet of paracord. This length can be adjusted
depending on the desired lanyard size and the complexity of the knotting
pattern you choose. Cut the cord cleanly with sharp scissors.

Step 2: Prepare the Ends

Use a lighter to carefully melt the ends of the paracord to prevent fraying.
Press the melted ends lightly with a non-flammable surface or fingers (be
cautious!) to seal them.

Step 3: Attach the Paracord to the Keyring or Clip

Fold the paracord in half to find the midpoint. Loop the folded end through
the keyring, then pull the loose ends through the loop, creating a cow hitch
knot that secures the cord to the ring.

Step 4: Choose Your Knotting Pattern

There are several popular knots for paracord lanyards, including the cobra
knot, king cobra knot, and fishtail braid. The cobra knot is beginner-
friendly and creates a flat, sturdy lanyard.

Step 5: Start Knotting

- For a cobra knot:

1. Hold the two loose ends on either side of the core strands.

2. Cross the right strand over the core, then place the left strand over the
right.

3. Thread the left strand under the core and up through the loop created by
the right strand.



4. Pull both strands tight to form the knot.
5. Repeat this process, alternating sides, until you reach the desired
length.

Step 6: Finish the Lanyard

Once the lanyard is the right length, trim any excess paracord, leaving about
half an inch. Melt the ends again to seal them. You can tuck the melted ends
inside the knots for a neater finish.

Tips and Tricks for Crafting the Perfect
Paracord Lanyard

Creating a paracord lanyard is straightforward, but a few insider tips can
help you achieve a professional look:

- **Keep Tension Consistent**: Pull knots tight and evenly to avoid loose
sections.

- **Use a Jig or Clipboard**: Securing your project can make knotting easier
and more precise.

- **gxperiment with Colors**: Combine multiple paracord colors for eye-
catching designs.

- **Add Beads or Charms**: Personalize your lanyard with decorative elements.
- **Practice Knots First**: If you’re new to paracord, practice your chosen
knot on a short length before starting the full lanyard.

Exploring Different Paracord Lanyard Styles

Once you’'ve mastered the basic cobra knot, you might want to try other
patterns to diversify your skills and create unique looks.

The King Cobra Knot

This is essentially a cobra knot built on top of a cobra knot, resulting in a
thicker, more rugged lanyard. It’'s perfect for those who want a bolder
accessory or need extra durability.

The Fishtail Braid

A simpler, flatter braid that uses two strands of paracord. It produces a



sleek and elegant lanyard, ideal for everyday use or professional
environments.

The Solomon Bar

Also called the cobra stitch, it’s one of the most popular for paracord
bracelets and makes an excellent lanyard with a classic look.

Practical Uses for Your Paracord Lanyard

Learning how to make a lanyard with paracord unlocks a world of practical
applications:

- **Workplace ID Holder**: Keep your badge visible and accessible.

- **Qutdoor Activities**: Attach small tools or whistles during camping or
hiking.

- **gveryday Carry (EDC)**: Secure your keys or USB drives.

- **Emergency Survival**: Unravel the lanyard to use the paracord for shelter
building, fishing lines, or first aid.

Because of its versatility, a handmade paracord lanyard is more than just a
fashion statement—it’s a useful gadget that can come in handy in countless
situations.

Final Thoughts on Crafting Your Own Paracord
Lanyard

The journey of how to make a lanyard with paracord is rewarding, blending
creativity with functionality. Whether you’re crafting for yourself, gifts,
or even small-scale sales, the skills you develop open doors to countless
paracord projects. Remember, the key is patience and practice—each knot you
tie brings you closer to mastering this versatile craft. So grab your
paracord, experiment with different styles, and enjoy the satisfaction of
wearing something you made with your own hands.

Frequently Asked Questions

What materials do I need to make a lanyard with
paracord?

To make a lanyard with paracord, you need paracord (usually 550 cord), a pair



of scissors, a lighter to melt the ends, a keyring or clip, and optionally a
measuring tape or ruler.

How do I measure the right length of paracord for a
lanyard?

A good rule of thumb is to use about 1 foot of paracord for every inch of the
lanyard length you want. For example, for a 12-inch lanyard, use around 12
feet of paracord.

What is the easiest knot to start making a paracord
lanyard?

The cobra knot (also known as Solomon bar) is one of the easiest and most
popular knots to start with when making a paracord lanyard.

How do I attach a keyring or clip to my paracord
lanyard?

You can start by folding the paracord in half, threading the loop through the
keyring or clip, then pulling the ends of the paracord through the loop to
secure it (a lark's head knot). Then continue with your chosen knot pattern.

Can I make a paracord lanyard without any special
tools?

Yes, you only need basic tools like scissors and a lighter. No special tools
are required to make a simple paracord lanyard.

How do I finish the ends of a paracord lanyard to
prevent fraying?

After cutting the paracord to length, use a lighter to carefully melt the
ends. Press the melted ends with a flat, heat-resistant surface or your
fingers (careful not to burn yourself) to seal and prevent fraying.

Are there different patterns I can use to make a
paracord lanyard?

Yes, popular patterns include the cobra weave, fishtail braid, king cobra,
and diamond braid. Each creates a unique look and texture for your lanyard.

How long does it typically take to make a basic
paracord lanyard?

For beginners, it usually takes about 20 to 30 minutes to make a basic



paracord lanyard. With practice, you can make one in under 15 minutes.

Is it possible to make a custom-sized paracord
lanyard?

Yes, by adjusting the length of the paracord and the number of knots, you can
customize the size of your lanyard to fit your needs perfectly.

Where can I find tutorials or patterns for making
paracord lanyards?

You can find tutorials and patterns on websites like YouTube, Pinterest,
crafting blogs, and paracord-specific websites. Many offer step-by-step video
guides and printable instructions.

Additional Resources

**How to Make a Lanyard with Paracord: A Detailed Guide for Craft and Utility
Enthusiasts**

how to make a lanyard with paracord has become an increasingly popular topic
among outdoor enthusiasts, DIY hobbyists, and professionals who value both
functionality and style. Paracord lanyards are not only practical accessories
for carrying keys, badges, or tools but also serve as an emergency resource
due to the versatile nature of paracord. This article delves into the step-
by-step process of crafting a paracord lanyard, explores various design
options, and evaluates the advantages of using paracord over other materials.

Understanding Paracord and Its Appeal for
Lanyards

Paracord, short for parachute cord, originated as a lightweight nylon
kernmantle rope used in parachutes during World War II. Its high tensile
strength, durability, and flexibility have made it a favorite for survival
gear and crafting projects. When considering how to make a lanyard with
paracord, understanding the material’s attributes is crucial. Paracord is
typically classified by “Type” ratings, with Type III (commonly called 550
paracord) being the most popular for crafting due to its 550-pound breaking
strength and seven inner strands that can be removed for other uses.

The appeal of paracord lanyards lies in their robustness, customizability,
and multifunctionality. Unlike lanyards made from fabric or leather, paracord
lanyards can double as emergency rope, fishing line, or tourniquet, making
them indispensable in outdoor and tactical settings.



Step-by-Step Guide: How to Make a Lanyard with
Paracord

Creating a paracord lanyard requires minimal tools but demands some patience
and precision. The most common styles include the cobra weave, king cobra
weave, and fishtail braid, each offering a different aesthetic and thickness.

Materials and Tools Needed

Paracord (approximately 6-10 feet, depending on the lanyard length)

Scissors or a sharp knife

Lighter or heat source for melting ends

Optional: Key ring, clip, or swivel hook

Measuring tape or ruler

Basic Cobra Weave Lanyard Tutorial

1. Measure and cut two lengths of paracord: one long piece (around 6-8
feet) and one shorter piece (approximately 1 foot) for the attachment
loop.

2. Create a loop at one end of the longer piece, securing it by tying a
knot or attaching it to a key ring or clip.

3. Fold the long paracord in half, positioning the shorter piece
horizontally at the base of the loop.

4. Start the cobra weave by alternating the long cords over and under the
shorter piece, pulling tight after each knot.

5. Continue the pattern until you reach the desired lanyard length.

6. Secure the end by tying a knot and trimming excess cord, melting the
ends to prevent fraying.

This straightforward method combines functional strength with a visually



appealing pattern, making it one of the most recommended techniques for
beginners.

Advanced Patterns and Customization

For those seeking a more intricate design, the king cobra weave adds an extra
layer of knots, resulting in a thicker and more durable lanyard.
Alternatively, the fishtail braid offers a flatter, more streamlined look,
suitable for lighter carrying needs.

Customization options include using paracord in different colors or
reflective varieties for visibility. Adding beads, charms, or personalized
tags can further enhance the uniqueness of the lanyard.

Comparing Paracord Lanyards to Other Materials

When evaluating how to make a lanyard with paracord, it is important to
consider why paracord might be preferred over other common materials such as
nylon webbing, leather, or polyester.

e Durability: Paracord boasts superior tensile strength and resistance to
abrasion compared to standard nylon webbing.

e Versatility: The inner strands of paracord can be removed and used for
survival purposes, a feature absent in leather or polyester lanyards.

e Weight: Despite its strength, paracord is lightweight, making it
comfortable for daily wear.

e Cost: Paracord is generally affordable and readily available, making it
accessible for DIY projects.

e Aesthetic Options: Paracord comes in a wide range of colors and
patterns, allowing for highly customizable designs.

However, paracord lanyards may be bulkier than those made from thin nylon
webbing, potentially affecting comfort in tight spaces or under clothing.
Additionally, crafting a paracord lanyard requires some skill and time,
whereas pre-made lanyards offer immediate convenience.



Practical Applications and Benefits of Paracord
Lanyards

Beyond their decorative appeal, paracord lanyards serve multiple practical
purposes. For professionals such as security personnel, teachers, or event
staff, these lanyards securely hold identification badges or keys. For
outdoor enthusiasts, the paracord lanyard can be unraveled in emergencies to
assist in shelter building, fishing, or first aid.

Moreover, the tactile nature of the woven paracord can serve as a stress-
relief tool, similar to fidget devices. This added psychological benefit
makes paracord lanyards appealing for everyday carry.

Safety Considerations and Durability Tips

Ensuring the longevity and safety of a paracord lanyard involves proper
finishing techniques. Melting the ends with a lighter prevents fraying, which
can compromise the structure. Additionally, choosing high-quality Type III
paracord ensures the lanyard maintains strength over time, especially when
exposed to harsh conditions.

Regular inspection for wear and tear is advisable, particularly for lanyards
used in demanding environments. Replacing or repairing damaged sections can
prevent accidental breakage when the lanyard is under stress.

Conclusion: Crafting a Functional and Stylish
Paracord Lanyard

Learning how to make a lanyard with paracord merges creativity with
practicality, offering a durable, customizable accessory suitable for a wide
range of uses. Whether for everyday convenience, emergency preparedness, or
outdoor recreation, paracord lanyards provide a unique combination of
strength and style. By mastering basic weaving techniques and exploring
advanced patterns, crafters can produce personalized lanyards that reflect
both skill and functionality. As paracord continues to grow in popularity,
understanding how to effectively utilize this versatile material remains an
invaluable skill for enthusiasts and professionals alike.
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