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Barbara Windsor and the Krays: A Tale of Glamour, Grit, and East End Legends

barbara windsor and the krays—two names that evoke the gritty charm of London's East End, a world
where glamour and gangsterism collided in the swinging sixties. Barbara Windsor, the beloved British
actress known for her bubbly personality and iconic roles, had a fascinating and complex connection to the
infamous Kray twins, Ronald and Reginald Kray, who ruled the London underworld with an iron fist.
Exploring this intriguing relationship offers a compelling glimpse into a unique chapter of British cultural
history, blending entertainment, crime, and the raw realities of life in East London.

Barbara Windsor: The Queen of East End Entertainment

Barbara Windsor was more than just a screen icon; she was a symbol of East End resilience and spirit.
Rising to fame through the "Carry On" film series and later as Peggy Mitchell in the popular soap opera
"EastEnders," Windsor became a household name. Her vivacious personality and unmistakable Cockney
charm made her an enduring figure in British pop culture.

Early Life and Career Roots in the East End

Born Barbara Ann Deeks in London’s East End, Windsor’s upbringing was steeped in the very
environment that the Krays dominated. Growing up in a working-class family, she was intimately familiar
with the hustle and hardships of the area. This background informed her performances and endeared her to
audiences who saw her as a genuine representation of East End life.

The Krays: Ruthless Twins of London’s Underworld

Ronnie and Reggie Kray were notorious gangsters who rose to infamy during the 1950s and 60s. With
their blend of charm, violence, and business acumen, the Krays controlled much of London's organized
crime scene. Their influence extended beyond crime, touching the worlds of entertainment and high
society.

How the Krays Cultivated Their Celebrity Status

Unlike many criminals, the Krays were media-savvy and cultivated a public image that blurred the lines



between gangster and gentleman. They mingled with celebrities and politicians, often hosting lavish
parties. This intersection of crime and celebrity culture is where their paths crossed with figures like
Barbara Windsor.

The Connection Between Barbara Windsor and the Krays

The relationship between Barbara Windsor and the Krays is a fascinating blend of friendship, intimidation,
and survival. Windsor’s interactions with the twins were not just casual encounters but played a significant
role in shaping her personal and professional life.

Friendship Amid Danger

Barbara Windsor was known to have been friendly with the Krays, particularly Ronnie. Despite their
violent reputations, the twins reportedly admired Windsor's charisma and talent. In interviews, Windsor
has spoken candidly about her complex feelings towards them—acknowledging both their charm and their
darker nature.

Protective Role and Influence

It’s said that the Krays offered a form of protection to Windsor in the unforgiving world of show business
and the East End streets. Their influence was a double-edged sword; while it provided safety, it also came
with implicit dangers, given the Krays’ volatile temperaments and criminal dealings.

Barbara Windsor’s Reflections on the Krays Over Time

In later years, Barbara Windsor spoke openly about her experiences with the Krays, shedding light on the
human side of these notorious figures. Her reflections provide valuable insight into the social dynamics of
London’s East End during a turbulent era.

Balancing Admiration with Awareness

Windsor’s accounts reveal a nuanced perspective. She admired certain qualities of the Krays—loyalty,
charisma, and a fierce sense of family—but never shied away from acknowledging the fear and violence
that surrounded them. This balanced view helps demystify the aura of glamor often associated with the



Krays.

Impact on British Cultural Memory

Barbara Windsor’s stories contributed significantly to how the public remembers the Krays. Through her
vivid recollections and roles that often echoed East End realities, she helped cement the twins’ place in
British cultural history—not just as criminals, but as emblematic figures of a bygone era.

The Legacy of Barbara Windsor and the Krays in Popular
Culture

The intertwined legacies of Barbara Windsor and the Krays continue to captivate audiences through films,
documentaries, and television dramas. Their story embodies the complex tapestry of London’s post-war
social landscape.

Films and Dramas Inspired by Their Story

Several productions have depicted the Krays’ reign, often featuring characters inspired by or directly
portraying Barbara Windsor. Movies like "The Krays" (1990) and more recent dramatizations highlight the
enduring public fascination with this era. Windsor’s own roles, especially in "EastEnders," resonate with
the themes of loyalty, toughness, and community that defined the Krays’ world.

Enduring Fascination with East End History

The story of Barbara Windsor and the Krays taps into a broader public interest in East End history and its
transformation. From the post-war struggles to the rise of celebrity culture amid adversity, their narrative
offers a microcosm of London's evolving identity.

Understanding the East End Through Barbara Windsor and the
Krays

More than just a tale of crime and celebrity, the connection between Barbara Windsor and the Krays offers
a lens into the social fabric of East London. It reveals how community, survival, and identity intertwined



in the face of hardship.

Lessons on Resilience and Complexity

Both Windsor and the Krays exemplify the multifaceted nature of human experience. Windsor's career
and personal stories show resilience and grace, while the Krays’ story highlights how power and
vulnerability coexist. Together, they paint a picture of a community marked by both danger and hope.

The Role of Storytelling in Preserving History

Through Windsor’s candid interviews and the many retellings of the Krays’ saga, storytelling becomes a
powerful tool for preserving and understanding history. It reminds us that behind headlines and legends
are real people navigating complex lives.

Barbara Windsor’s life and her connection with the Krays remain a compelling chapter in British cultural
history. Their intertwined stories offer not only entertainment but also profound insights into the spirit of
London’s East End—a place where glamour and grit have long walked hand in hand.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Barbara Windsor in relation to the Krays?
Barbara Windsor was a British actress who had a personal relationship with Ronnie Kray, one of the
infamous Kray twins, during the 1960s.

What was the nature of Barbara Windsor's relationship with Ronnie
Kray?
Barbara Windsor and Ronnie Kray were romantically involved for a period, with Windsor often recalling
the intensity and complexity of their relationship.

Did Barbara Windsor ever speak publicly about the Krays?
Yes, Barbara Windsor spoke openly about her relationship with Ronnie Kray and her experiences during
that time in interviews and her autobiography.



How did Barbara Windsor's connection to the Krays influence her career?
While Windsor was a successful actress in her own right, her association with the Krays brought additional
public interest and sometimes unwanted media attention.

Were Barbara Windsor and the Krays ever depicted together in films or
TV shows?
Yes, adaptations of the Kray twins' story, such as the film "Legend," have depicted their relationship with
Barbara Windsor as part of the narrative.

What did Barbara Windsor say about the impact of the Krays on her life?
Barbara Windsor acknowledged that her involvement with the Krays was a turbulent period that shaped
her personal life, but she remained focused on her acting career.

Did Barbara Windsor face any danger due to her association with the
Krays?
Although Ronnie Kray was a notorious gangster, Windsor has not publicly reported facing direct physical
danger, but she did describe the relationship as intense and sometimes frightening.

How is Barbara Windsor remembered in connection to the Krays today?
Barbara Windsor is remembered as an iconic actress who had a notable and personal connection to the
Krays, adding a human dimension to the infamous criminal stories.

Are there any books or documentaries about Barbara Windsor and the
Krays?
Yes, Barbara Windsor's autobiography and various documentaries about the Kray twins include references
to her relationship with Ronnie Kray and her experiences during that era.

Additional Resources
Barbara Windsor and the Krays: An Intricate Intersection of Fame and Infamy

barbara windsor and the krays represent a fascinating chapter in British cultural history, intertwining the
worlds of entertainment and organized crime in mid-20th century London. Barbara Windsor, an iconic
actress renowned for her vivacious personality and roles in the “Carry On” films and the long-running soap
opera "EastEnders," had a complex and often publicized association with the notorious Kray twins, Ronnie



and Reggie Kray. This connection offers a unique lens through which to examine the interplay between
celebrity culture and criminal notoriety during a turbulent era in London's East End.

The Cultural and Historical Context of Barbara Windsor and the
Krays

Barbara Windsor emerged as a beloved figure in British entertainment from the 1950s onward, her career
spanning theater, film, and television. Meanwhile, the Kray twins operated a criminal empire in London’s
East End during the same period, becoming symbols of gangsterism and the darker underbelly of post-war
Britain. Their activities ranged from protection rackets to murder, while maintaining a veneer of celebrity
status through their public personas and connections.

The intersection of Barbara Windsor and the Krays is emblematic of how the twins’ influence permeated
various sectors of society, including the entertainment industry. Windsor’s relationships with the
Krays—particularly her friendship with Ronnie Kray—have been the subject of extensive media coverage,
biographies, and dramatizations, highlighting the blurred boundaries between crime and celebrity.

Barbara Windsor’s Friendship with Ronnie Kray

One of the most significant elements of the Barbara Windsor and the Krays narrative is her close friendship
with Ronnie Kray. Windsor has spoken candidly about this relationship in interviews and her
autobiography, describing Ronnie as charismatic yet dangerous. This personal bond sheds light on the
human dimensions behind the public personas of both the actress and the gangster.

Ronnie Kray, despite his violent lifestyle and criminal convictions, was known to cultivate friendships
within the entertainment industry. Windsor’s association with him has been characterized by a mix of
admiration, fear, and eventual disillusionment. This dynamic illustrates the complex social networks that
the Krays navigated, which extended beyond the criminal underworld into mainstream culture.

Impact on Barbara Windsor’s Career and Public Image

The connection to the Krays had nuanced implications for Barbara Windsor’s career. On one hand, it placed
her in the public eye in a context that went beyond her acting achievements, intertwining her legacy
with one of Britain’s most infamous criminal families. On the other hand, Windsor managed to maintain a
successful career, becoming a beloved figure in British television and film.

Her role in the “Carry On” series and later as Peggy Mitchell in "EastEnders" cemented her status as a



household name. Yet, the public’s fascination with her Kray connections often overshadowed her artistic
work, demonstrating how associations with notorious figures can affect celebrity narratives. Despite this,
Windsor leveraged her experiences, including her interactions with the Krays, to inform her
performances and public discourse.

Media Portrayals and Public Perception

The relationship between Barbara Windsor and the Krays has been dramatized in numerous films,
television programs, and documentaries. These portrayals often explore themes of loyalty, danger, and the
seductive allure of gangster culture. Notably, films such as "The Krays" (1990) and “Legend” (2015) include
characters inspired by Windsor, reflecting her significance in the Krays’ story.

Media coverage has fluctuated between sensationalism and more nuanced examinations, reflecting broader
societal attitudes toward crime, celebrity, and morality. The public perception of Windsor’s connection to
the Krays has evolved over time, from scandalous intrigue to a more empathetic understanding of the
complexities involved.

Comparisons with Other Celebrity Associations

Barbara Windsor’s association with the Krays is not unique in celebrity culture, where figures often
become entangled with infamous personalities. Comparisons can be drawn with other entertainers who had
friendships or relationships with controversial figures, highlighting the risks and reputational challenges
involved.

Such comparisons illustrate common patterns:

Public fascination with the intersection of glamour and crime

The impact of these relationships on career trajectories

Media’s role in shaping or distorting public narratives

These dynamics underscore the delicate balance celebrities must maintain when navigating social circles
that include both legitimate and illegitimate power brokers.



Barbara Windsor’s Legacy Beyond the Krays

While the connection to the Krays is a notable aspect of Barbara Windsor’s life story, it represents only one
dimension of her enduring legacy. As an actress, Windsor broke ground for women in comedy and drama,
bringing warmth, humor, and strength to her roles. Her commitment to charity work, particularly raising
awareness about Alzheimer’s disease in her later years, further defines her public persona.

Understanding Barbara Windsor and the Krays together enriches the narrative of post-war British cultural
history, illustrating how personal relationships can transcend and transform public identities.

Conclusion: Reflecting on a Complex Relationship

The story of Barbara Windsor and the Krays remains a compelling study of contrasts—between light and
darkness, fame and infamy, loyalty and betrayal. It invites ongoing exploration into how individuals
navigate complex social landscapes marked by power, danger, and affection. For historians, fans, and
cultural critics alike, this intersection serves as a powerful reminder of the multifaceted nature of celebrity
and the enduring impact of personal connections on public life.
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