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New Grove Dictionary of Music: The Definitive Resource for Music Scholars and
Enthusiasts

new grove dictionary of music stands as one of the most comprehensive and
authoritative reference works in the world of music. Whether you are a
student, a professional musician, a musicologist, or simply a passionate
music lover, this monumental dictionary offers an unparalleled wealth of
information covering the vast landscape of musical knowledge. In this
article, we will explore the significance of the New Grove Dictionary of
Music, its history, scope, and why it remains an indispensable resource in
the study and appreciation of music.

The Origins and Evolution of the New Grove
Dictionary of Music

The New Grove Dictionary of Music has roots that trace back to the original
Grove’s Dictionary of Music and Musicians, first published in the late 19th
century. Named after George Grove, its founder and editor, the dictionary was
initially conceived as a reference guide focusing primarily on Western
classical music. Over time, the dictionary expanded its boundaries to include
a broader range of musical styles, genres, and global traditions.

From Grove to New Grove

The transition from the original Grove’s Dictionary to the New Grove
Dictionary marked a significant expansion in scope and scholarship. The first
edition of the New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians appeared in 1980,
encompassing 20 volumes packed with detailed entries on composers,
performers, instruments, musical forms, and cultural contexts. This edition
embraced a more inclusive approach, reflecting the growing recognition of
diverse musical traditions beyond the Western canon.

Continuous Updates and Digital Access

One of the dictionary’s strengths lies in its continual updates and
revisions. The latest edition, available both in print and online,
incorporates new research, emerging musical genres, and recent developments
in musicology. The online version, often referred to as Grove Music Online,
has become a favorite tool for students and researchers because of its
accessibility and regularly refreshed content.



What Makes the New Grove Dictionary of Music
Special?

When seeking a reliable source for music history, theory, or biography, the
New Grove Dictionary of Music stands out for several reasons:

Expert Contributions

Every entry in the New Grove Dictionary is authored by specialists in the
respective fields. These contributors are often prominent musicologists,
performers, or historians with deep expertise. This ensures that the content
is not only accurate but also enriched with insightful analysis and context.

Extensive Coverage of Musical Topics

The dictionary’s entries cover a vast array of topics, including but not
limited to:

Biographies of composers, conductors, and performers

Descriptions and histories of musical instruments

Explanations of musical forms and genres

Discussions of theoretical concepts and terminology

Surveys of musical traditions from around the world

Such breadth makes it a one-stop resource for anyone researching or curious
about any aspect of music.

Detailed Bibliographies and Cross-References

Every article in the New Grove Dictionary provides extensive bibliographies,
guiding readers toward further reading and research. Cross-references within
articles help users explore related topics easily, creating a rich,
interconnected network of musical knowledge.



Using the New Grove Dictionary of Music in
Research and Study

For students and academics, the New Grove Dictionary is more than just a
dictionary—it is a foundational tool that supports rigorous musicological
research.

How to Navigate the Dictionary Effectively

Given the encyclopedia’s depth, knowing how to navigate it can enhance your
experience:

Start with broad topics: Look up general entries on musical periods,1.
styles, or instruments to build foundational knowledge.

Use cross-references: Follow links to related entries for a more2.
comprehensive understanding.

Consult bibliographies: Use the suggested readings to dive deeper into3.
specialized subjects.

Leverage the online platform: Utilize search functions and filters to4.
pinpoint relevant information swiftly.

Incorporating the Dictionary into Academic Writing

When writing papers or preparing presentations, the New Grove Dictionary
offers reliable citations and definitions that add credibility to your work.
Because it is widely respected in the academic community, referencing Grove
entries strengthens the authority of your arguments.

Beyond Academia: The New Grove Dictionary for
Musicians and Enthusiasts

While scholars rely heavily on the New Grove Dictionary of Music, it is
equally valuable to performers and casual music fans.



Inspiration for Performers

Musicians often turn to the dictionary to understand the historical
background of compositions, the life stories of composers, and the
characteristics of different instruments. This knowledge can deepen
interpretive choices and enhance performance authenticity.

Exploring Global Music Traditions

Thanks to its inclusive approach, the dictionary introduces readers to
musical traditions from Africa, Asia, the Americas, and beyond. This global
perspective encourages listeners to broaden their horizons and appreciate the
diversity of musical expression worldwide.

The Digital Age and the New Grove Dictionary

In recent years, the New Grove Dictionary of Music has embraced digital
transformation, making it more accessible and user-friendly than ever before.

Grove Music Online

The online platform offers subscribers an intuitive interface with powerful
search tools. Users can access multimedia content such as audio examples,
images of manuscripts, and musical scores alongside traditional text entries.
This integration enriches the learning experience and caters to various
learning styles.

Regular Updates and User Engagement

Unlike printed editions, the online version is regularly updated to reflect
new discoveries and scholarship. Users benefit from the most current
information, and the platform occasionally invites contributions from experts
to maintain its cutting-edge status.

Tips for Maximizing Your Experience with the
New Grove Dictionary of Music

To get the most out of this invaluable resource, consider the following
suggestions:



Plan your research: Identify specific questions or topics before diving
in to avoid feeling overwhelmed by the extensive content.

Use it alongside other resources: Complement Grove entries with scores,
recordings, and other scholarly works for a richer understanding.

Engage with multimedia: Take advantage of online audio and visual
materials to hear and see musical examples discussed in the text.

Bookmark and note entries: Keep track of useful articles and references
to streamline your study process.

Exploring the New Grove Dictionary of Music is like embarking on a journey
through centuries of musical creativity and scholarship. Whether you're
unraveling the complexities of Baroque counterpoint or discovering the
rhythms of indigenous music traditions, this dictionary is a trusted
companion that opens doors to deeper appreciation and knowledge.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the New Grove Dictionary of Music?
The New Grove Dictionary of Music is a comprehensive reference work covering
all aspects of music, including composers, performers, music theory, history,
and genres.

Who publishes the New Grove Dictionary of Music?
The New Grove Dictionary of Music is published by Oxford University Press.

How is the New Grove Dictionary of Music different
from other music encyclopedias?
It is known for its authoritative and scholarly articles written by experts,
extensive coverage of topics, and continuous updates, making it one of the
most comprehensive and reliable music references.

Is the New Grove Dictionary of Music available
online?
Yes, the New Grove Dictionary of Music is available online through Oxford
Music Online, offering digital access to its extensive content.



What editions of the New Grove Dictionary of Music
are available?
The most recent edition is the second edition published in 2001, with
continuous online updates since then.

Can the New Grove Dictionary of Music be used for
academic research?
Yes, it is widely used by scholars, students, and music professionals as a
trusted source for academic research and study.

Does the New Grove Dictionary of Music cover non-
Western music?
Yes, it includes extensive entries on non-Western music traditions,
instruments, and cultures from around the world.

How often is the New Grove Dictionary of Music
updated?
While the print edition updates are infrequent, the online version is
regularly updated with new articles and revisions to existing entries.

Who are some notable contributors to the New Grove
Dictionary of Music?
The dictionary features contributions from leading musicologists, composers,
performers, and scholars globally.

How can I access the New Grove Dictionary of Music
if I am not affiliated with an institution?
Individuals can access it by subscribing to Oxford Music Online or by using
library services that provide access to the New Grove Dictionary of Music.

Additional Resources
New Grove Dictionary of Music: An Authoritative Resource in the World of
Musicology

new grove dictionary of music stands as one of the most comprehensive and
authoritative reference works in the field of musicology. With its vast
coverage of musical terms, biographies, genres, and history, it has long been
a cornerstone resource for scholars, musicians, educators, and enthusiasts
alike. From its origins in the late 19th century to its current digital



incarnations, the New Grove Dictionary of Music has evolved to meet the
changing demands of music research and education, maintaining its reputation
as an indispensable tool for in-depth musical inquiry.

Historical Context and Evolution of the New
Grove Dictionary of Music

The New Grove Dictionary of Music originated from the earlier Grove’s
Dictionary of Music and Musicians, first published in 1878 and named after
the editor George Grove. Over the decades, it has undergone multiple
revisions and expansions, reflecting the growing body of knowledge within
music scholarship. The 2nd edition, published in 2001, marked a significant
milestone, expanding the content to 29 volumes and including over 29,500
articles written by more than 6,000 contributors worldwide.

What sets the New Grove Dictionary apart from other music encyclopedias is
its rigorous editorial standards and its commitment to encompassing a broad
spectrum of musical traditions, styles, and periods. Unlike more specialized
dictionaries or encyclopedias focusing solely on Western classical music, the
New Grove Dictionary incorporates entries on jazz, popular music,
ethnomusicology, and contemporary musical developments, thus appealing to a
diverse readership.

Comprehensive Scope and Content Coverage

The New Grove Dictionary of Music covers a wide array of topics, including
but not limited to:

Biographies of composers, performers, conductors, and musicologists

Descriptions and analyses of musical works and genres

Historical overviews of musical periods and styles

Technical terms and concepts related to music theory and performance

Instrument descriptions and classifications

Music in cultural and social contexts, including ethnomusicology

The depth of entries varies according to the significance of the subject. For
instance, major composers like Beethoven or Bach receive detailed articles
exploring their lives, works, stylistic developments, and critical reception.
Meanwhile, lesser-known figures or niche topics may have more concise



entries, but still grounded in scholarly research.

Digital Transformation: Access and Features of
the Online Edition

With the rise of digital technology, the New Grove Dictionary of Music has
transitioned from its traditional print format to an online platform,
enhancing accessibility and searchability. The online edition, often accessed
through institutional subscriptions, offers several advantages:

Advanced Search Capabilities

Users can perform keyword searches across the entire database, filter results
by categories such as biography, period, or genre, and access multimedia
content like audio examples and images. This functionality allows researchers
to efficiently locate relevant information without navigating multiple
volumes.

Continuous Updates

Unlike print editions, the digital New Grove Dictionary permits ongoing
updates and additions, ensuring that entries remain current with the latest
scholarship. This dynamic feature is crucial in a field like musicology,
where new discoveries, interpretations, and emerging genres constantly
reshape understanding.

Integration with Other Scholarly Resources

Often integrated with other Oxford Music Online products, the New Grove
Dictionary provides seamless access to complementary databases such as Oxford
Dictionary of Music and Oxford Companion to Music. This interconnectedness
broadens the scope of research and enriches the contextual framework around
musical topics.

Comparative Analysis: New Grove Dictionary vs.
Other Music References

Several music reference works exist, yet the New Grove Dictionary stands out
for its unparalleled breadth and scholarly rigor. Comparing it with other
popular resources highlights its unique position:



Oxford Companion to Music: While concise and user-friendly, it lacks the
exhaustive coverage and detailed bibliographies found in New Grove
entries.

Harvard Dictionary of Music: Offers clear definitions and overviews but
does not provide the extensive biographical and analytical depth.

Encyclopedia of Popular Music: Focuses primarily on popular genres,
whereas New Grove encompasses a wider range including classical, folk,
and world music.

AllMusic Guide: Useful for contemporary music reviews and discographies
but lacks academic detail and historical context.

Thus, for academic research or comprehensive study, the New Grove Dictionary
remains the preferred reference, combining authoritative scholarship with a
vast thematic range.

Strengths and Limitations

Among the key strengths of the New Grove Dictionary of Music are:

Extensive and meticulously curated content

Contributions from leading experts in various subfields

Inclusion of non-Western music traditions and interdisciplinary
perspectives

Digital access facilitating timely updates and multimedia integration

However, some limitations include:

High cost and subscription-based access may limit availability for
independent researchers

Its comprehensive nature can be overwhelming for casual users seeking
quick answers

Despite efforts toward inclusivity, some musical traditions remain
underrepresented



These considerations highlight the importance of pairing New Grove
consultation with other resources depending on research goals and access
constraints.

Impact on Music Scholarship and Education

The New Grove Dictionary of Music has profoundly influenced music scholarship
by providing a reliable foundation for research, pedagogy, and performance
practice. Its detailed biographies and analytical articles serve as primary
reference points in academic papers, dissertations, and program notes. Music
educators rely on it to introduce students to historical contexts and
technical terms, while performers consult it to gain insights into stylistic
interpretation and composer intent.

By encompassing diverse musical cultures and contemporary developments, the
New Grove Dictionary also fosters cross-disciplinary dialogue and promotes a
more inclusive understanding of music’s global landscape. Its role in
standardizing terminology and providing authoritative citations has further
cemented its status within the academic community.

In summary, the new grove dictionary of music persists as a vital and
evolving resource, blending tradition with innovation to support the
multifaceted world of music study. Its comprehensive scope, scholarly depth,
and digital enhancements ensure it remains an essential reference for anyone
seeking to navigate the complexities of music history, theory, and practice.
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