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Robert Ruark Something of Value: Exploring the Classic Tale of Honor and
Conflict

robert ruark something of value is more than just a title; it represents a
profound exploration of cultural conflict, honor, and the human spirit set
against the backdrop of colonial Kenya. Written by Robert Ruark, a renowned
American author and journalist, this novel delves into the complexities of
the Mau Mau Uprising, portraying the struggles faced by both the colonizers
and the indigenous Kikuyu people. For readers interested in historical
fiction, colonial history, or powerful storytelling, “Something of Value”
offers a compelling narrative that remains relevant even decades after its
publication.

The Historical Context Behind Robert Ruark’s
Something of Value

Understanding the historical background of the novel is crucial to fully
appreciating the depth of Robert Ruark’s work. “Something of Value” is set
during the 1950s in Kenya, a period marked by significant political turmoil
as native Africans sought independence from British colonial rule. The Mau
Mau Rebellion was a violent and passionate uprising primarily involving the
Kikuyu tribe, who demanded land rights and political freedom.

Ruark, having spent time in Africa as a hunter and journalist, brought
firsthand insight into the tensions and cultural dynamics of the era. His
portrayal is not merely of conflict but also of the human emotions and moral
dilemmas faced by individuals caught in the crossfire of history.

The Mau Mau Uprising: A Brief Overview

The Mau Mau Uprising (1952-1960) was a pivotal moment in Kenya's path to
independence. The rebellion involved guerrilla warfare tactics by the Kikuyu
people against British settlers and loyalist Africans. It was fueled by
decades of land dispossession, economic inequality, and political repression.

Robert Ruark’s “Something of Value” captures this tension by focusing on
characters from both sides of the conflict, illustrating how the uprising
tore apart communities and families. The novel humanizes the struggle rather
than presenting a one-dimensional view of colonialism.



Key Themes in Robert Ruark’s Something of Value

Much of the enduring appeal of “Something of Value” lies in its exploration
of universal themes that resonate beyond the specific historical setting.

Honor and Loyalty

One of the core themes in “Something of Value” is the concept of honor—both
personal and cultural. The characters wrestle with their loyalties, whether
to family, tribe, or colonial authority. Ruark’s storytelling vividly
portrays how honor shapes decisions and often leads to tragic consequences,
emphasizing the complexity of human motives during times of crisis.

Cultural Conflict and Identity

The novel delves into the clash between traditional Kikuyu values and the
imposed Western colonial system. This cultural conflict forces characters to
question their identity and confront painful choices. Robert Ruark
masterfully illustrates the emotional and psychological toll of colonialism,
making readers reflect on the broader implications of cultural displacement.

The Price of Violence

“Something of Value” does not shy away from depicting the brutal realities of
rebellion and suppression. Through vivid descriptions and powerful character

arcs, Ruark explores how violence begets violence and the heavy cost borne by
individuals and societies alike. This theme serves as a poignant reminder of

the consequences of unresolved injustice.

Robert Ruark’s Literary Style and Impact

Robert Ruark’s writing style in “Something of Value” is marked by a blend of
vivid descriptions, compelling dialogue, and deep emotional resonance. His
journalistic background adds authenticity to the narrative, as he integrates
factual details seamlessly into the fictional story.

Authenticity and Detail

Ruark’s experience in Africa shines through in the novel’s rich portrayal of
the landscape, customs, and social dynamics. Readers often praise his ability



to create an immersive atmosphere that brings the setting to life, making the
historical events more tangible.

Character Development

The novel’s characters are complex and multi-dimensional, avoiding simplistic
stereotypes. Ruark presents both the colonizers and the indigenous people
with empathy, highlighting their humanity amidst conflict. This balanced
approach adds to the novel’s credibility and emotional impact.

Why Robert Ruark Something of Value Remains
Relevant Today

Decades after its initial publication, “Something of Value” continues to
resonate with readers and scholars alike. Its nuanced treatment of
colonialism, cultural identity, and moral ambiguity provides valuable
insights into ongoing global discussions about race, power, and
reconciliation.

Lessons on Colonial Legacy

The novel serves as a powerful case study for understanding the long-lasting
effects of colonialism on indigenous populations. It encourages readers to
consider historical injustices and their modern implications, fostering
empathy and awareness.

Inspiration for Contemporary Storytelling

Many contemporary authors and filmmakers draw inspiration from Ruark’s
approach to storytelling—combining historical fact with rich emotional
narratives. “Something of Value” has influenced portrayals of colonial Africa
in literature and cinema, contributing to a broader appreciation of African
history.

Exploring Related Works and Adaptations

For those intrigued by Robert Ruark’s “Something of Value,” several related
works and adaptations offer further exploration of similar themes and
settings.



Film Adaptation

In 1957, “Something of Value” was adapted into a film starring Rock Hudson
and Susan Kohner. While the movie captures the essence of the novel, many
fans argue that the book’s depth and nuance are best experienced through
reading. The film, however, helped bring the story to a wider audience and
sparked interest in Kenya’'s history.

Other Robert Ruark Books

Ruark’s other writings, including “Horn of the Hunter” and “Uhuru,” also
reflect his fascination with Africa and its landscapes. Readers who
appreciate his style and perspective will find these works equally engaging.

Books on the Mau Mau Uprising

To gain more comprehensive knowledge about the historical events depicted in
“Something of Value,” consider reading nonfiction accounts such as “The Mau
Mau War in Perspective” by Wunyabari 0. Maloba or “Britain’s Gulag” by
Caroline Elkins. These provide detailed analyses that complement Ruark’s
fictional narrative.

Tips for Reading and Understanding Robert Ruark
Something of Value

For those new to the novel or historical fiction in general, here are some
tips to enhance the reading experience:

* Research the historical background: Understanding the Mau Mau Uprising
and colonial Kenya will provide context for the characters’ actions and
the story’s events.

e Pay attention to character relationships: The novel’s emotional power
lies in the complex interactions between individuals from different
cultures and social standings.

e Reflect on the themes: Consider how themes like honor, identity, and
violence relate to contemporary issues of social justice and cultural
conflict.

* Engage with supplementary materials: Watching the film adaptation or
reading historical analyses can enrich your understanding of the
narrative.



Robert Ruark’s “Something of Value” stands as a timeless work that invites
readers to engage thoughtfully with a turbulent chapter of history. Through
its vivid storytelling and profound themes, it challenges us to consider the
costs of division and the enduring quest for dignity and respect.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Robert Ruark, the author of 'Something of
Value'?

Robert Ruark was an American author and syndicated columnist known for his
writings on Africa and big-game hunting. He wrote 'Something of Value,' a
novel set in Kenya during the Mau Mau uprising.

What is the main theme of Robert Ruark's 'Something
of Value'?

'Something of Value' explores themes of colonialism, racial tension, and the
struggle for independence in Kenya during the Mau Mau rebellion.

When was Robert Ruark's 'Something of Value'
published?

'Something of Value' was published in 1955.

Is 'Something of Value' by Robert Ruark based on
true events?

While 'Something of Value' is a work of fiction, it is based on real
historical events surrounding the Mau Mau uprising in Kenya during the 1950s.

What is the plot of Robert Ruark's 'Something of
Value'?

The novel follows the friendship between a white settler's son and a Kikuyu
boy who become enemies due to the Mau Mau rebellion, highlighting the
conflict and cultural clashes in colonial Kenya.

Was 'Something of Value' adapted into a film?

Yes, 'Something of Value' was adapted into a film in 1957, starring Rock
Hudson and Sidney Poitier.



What impact did 'Something of Value' have on
perceptions of colonial Africa?

'Something of Value' offered readers insight into the complexities of
colonialism and the Mau Mau uprising, challenging some Western perceptions by
presenting both sides of the conflict.

Where can I read or buy Robert Ruark's 'Something of
Value'?

'Something of Value' is available for purchase in bookstores and online
retailers, and can also be found in libraries and some digital book
platforms.

Additional Resources

Robert Ruark Something of Value: An Analytical Review of a Classic Work

robert ruark something of value stands as a significant literary piece that
delves deeply into the complexities of colonial Africa, human conflict, and
the search for identity amidst cultural upheaval. This novel, penned by
Robert Ruark, an American author and journalist known for his evocative
storytelling and vivid portrayals of Africa, captures not only the physical
landscape but also the intense social and political tensions of the time.
Examining this work through a critical lens reveals its enduring impact and
relevance, as well as its strengths and limitations in portraying colonial
dynamics.

Contextualizing Robert Ruark and His Work

Robert Ruark was a prominent writer and columnist whose fascination with
Africa was both personal and professional. His experiences as a hunter and
traveler influenced much of his writing, providing authentic insights into
the landscapes and cultures he described. "Something of Value," published in
1955, emerged during a period when African nations were grappling with the
consequences of colonial rule and the rise of independence movements. The
novel is set against the backdrop of the Mau Mau Uprising in Kenya during the
1950s, a violent struggle between native Kenyans and British colonial
authorities.

This historical context is crucial to understanding the narrative’s depth and
Ruark’s approach to the subject matter. While Ruark was praised for bringing
African stories to a Western audience, contemporary readers often scrutinize
his perspective for inherent biases common in mid-20th-century Western
literature about Africa.



In-depth Analysis of ‘“Something of Value”

At its core, "Something of Value" explores the clash between traditional
Kikuyu culture and the imposed colonial order. Ruark’s narrative is centered
on two main characters: Kimani, a Kikuyu tribesman, and Peter, a white
settler. Their intertwined lives symbolize the broader conflict and moral
ambiguities of the colonial experience.

Thematic Exploration

One of the novel’s primary themes is the concept of “value” itself-what is
truly valuable in a world undergoing rapid change. Ruark contrasts indigenous
cultural values with those of the colonizers, highlighting the erosion of
native traditions under the pressure of modernization and foreign control.
The novel interrogates ideas of loyalty, identity, and justice through its
characters’ struggles.

Another significant theme is the brutality and complexity of the Mau Mau
Uprising. Ruark does not shy away from depicting the violence and human cost
on both sides, presenting a narrative that is neither wholly sympathetic to
the colonizers nor the insurgents but attempts to portray the conflict’s
harrowing realities.

Character Development and Narrative Style

Ruark’s prose is often noted for its vivid descriptions and immersive
storytelling, qualities that bring the Kenyan landscape and its people to
life. The dichotomy between Kimani and Peter is well-drawn, with both
characters embodying the tensions of their respective worlds.

However, some critics argue that Ruark’s portrayal of African characters can
sometimes reinforce stereotypes or lack the depth afforded to white
characters. Despite this, the novel’s attempt to present a multifaceted view
of the conflict was relatively progressive for its time.

Comparative Perspectives and Legacy

When compared to other literary works about colonial Africa, such as George
Orwell’s “Burmese Days” or Chinua Achebe’s “Things Fall Apart,” "Something of
Value" occupies a unique space. Ruark’s position as an outsider writing about
African struggles provides a different angle but also raises questions about
authenticity and representation.

Unlike Achebe’s work, which is rooted in African voices and perspectives,



Ruark’s novel reflects an external viewpoint that can at times feel detached
or paternalistic. Nevertheless, it contributed to raising awareness about the
Mau Mau Uprising among Western readers during a time when African
independence movements were gaining momentum globally.

Pros and Cons of Robert Ruark’s Approach

e Pros:

o Engaging narrative that humanizes both colonizers and the
colonized.

o Detailed and vivid descriptions of the Kenyan environment and
culture.

o Raises awareness of a significant but underreported historical
event.

e Cons:

o Occasional reinforcement of colonial stereotypes or biased
portrayals.

o Lack of authentic African voices in the narrative’s perspective.

o Historical simplifications that may overlook the complexity of
indigenous experiences.

Relevance in Modern Literary and Historical
Discussions

In contemporary discourse, "Something of Value" remains a valuable text for
understanding both the Mau Mau Uprising and mid-20th-century Western literary
engagement with Africa. Scholars and readers interested in colonial history
find the novel a useful starting point for exploring the themes of
resistance, cultural conflict, and the human cost of imperialism.

The book’s portrayal of the psychological and social impacts of colonialism
invites reflection on the lingering effects of such histories in present-day
Africa and beyond. Although modern readers may critique some aspects of



Ruark’s narrative, the novel’'s ability to provoke dialogue about colonial
legacies is undeniable.

Adaptations and Cultural Impact

"Something of Value" was adapted into a film in 1957, which further amplified
its reach. The cinematic version brought the Mau Mau Uprising to a wider
audience, although it similarly faced criticism for its portrayal of African
characters and events.

The novel’s imprint on popular culture and historical consciousness
highlights Robert Ruark’s influence as a storyteller, despite the evolving
perspectives on colonial narratives.

Robert Ruark’s "Something of Value" thus remains an important literary
artifact—one that opens windows into a turbulent era marked by conflict and
transformation. Its exploration of identity, loyalty, and the cost of change
continues to resonate, inviting readers to examine not only a specific
historical episode but also broader questions about cultural value and human
dignity.
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