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LSAT Writing Example Essay: Crafting a Persuasive Argument with Confidence

lsat writing example essay prompts often leave test-takers wondering how to best showcase their analytical
and persuasive skills within the allotted time. The LSAT writing section, while unscored, plays a crucial
role in law school admissions by offering insight into your ability to reason clearly and communicate
effectively. Understanding what a strong LSAT writing example essay looks like can make the difference
between a bland response and one that truly highlights your potential as a future law student.

In this article, we'll dive into the essentials of the LSAT writing sample, explore a sample essay, and
provide tips on how to construct compelling arguments that resonate with admissions committees.
Whether you’re preparing for your first LSAT or looking to polish your writing technique, this guide will
help you approach the writing task with clarity and confidence.

Understanding the Purpose of the LSAT Writing Sample

The LSAT writing section is a timed essay task that requires you to choose between two options and argue
the merits of your choice. Unlike other parts of the LSAT, this section is not scored but is sent directly to
the law schools to which you apply. Admissions officers use this writing sample to evaluate your ability to
organize your thoughts, provide clear reasoning, and communicate persuasively.

Why the LSAT Writing Sample Matters

Many test-takers underestimate the importance of the LSAT writing. However, it offers a unique
opportunity to demonstrate your writing and critical thinking skills in a scenario-based context. Law
schools look for candidates who can:

- Develop a clear thesis or position
- Support their arguments with relevant reasons
- Anticipate and address counterarguments
- Write coherently and concisely under time pressure

A well-crafted LSAT writing example essay can set you apart by showcasing your ability to think like a
lawyer, even before you step foot in law school.



Breaking Down an LSAT Writing Example Essay

To understand what makes a compelling LSAT writing example essay, let's examine the typical structure
and components you should include.

1. Introduction: Establish Your Position

Start by briefly summarizing the prompt and clearly stating which option you are choosing. Your
introduction should grab the reader’s attention and outline your main argument without diving into too
many details.

Example:
“The city council is considering two proposals to improve public transportation. After careful consideration,
I support Proposal A, which prioritizes expanding bus routes over enhancing subway lines, because it offers
greater accessibility and cost-effectiveness.”

2. Body Paragraphs: Present Logical Reasons

Each paragraph should focus on a single reason supporting your choice. Use evidence and examples to
reinforce your points. Remember to stay focused and avoid unnecessary tangents.

Example reasoning for the bus route expansion:
- Increased coverage reaches underserved neighborhoods
- Lower implementation and maintenance costs compared to subway expansion
- Flexibility to adjust routes based on community needs

3. Address Opposing Arguments

Acknowledging the opposing viewpoint demonstrates critical thinking and fairness. Briefly explain why
the alternative is less favorable or how your choice mitigates potential drawbacks.

Example:
“While enhancing subway lines may improve speed, it is less feasible given the city's budget constraints
and longer construction timelines, which delay benefits for residents.”



4. Conclusion: Reinforce Your Position

Wrap up your essay by summarizing your main points and reaffirming your recommendation. Keep it
concise and confident.

Example:
“In conclusion, expanding bus routes offers an immediate, practical solution to the city’s transportation
challenges, ensuring broader access and prudent use of resources.”

Tips for Writing a Strong LSAT Writing Sample

Mastering the LSAT writing section involves more than just knowing the format. Here are some practical
tips to help you craft a persuasive LSAT writing example essay:

Manage Your Time Effectively

You have 35 minutes to read the prompt, plan your essay, and write it. Allocate your time wisely—spend
the first 5-7 minutes outlining your argument and the remaining time writing and revising.

Focus on Clarity and Organization

Clear writing trumps fancy vocabulary. Use straightforward language and organize your thoughts logically.
Transitions between paragraphs help guide the reader through your reasoning.

Use Specific Examples

Whenever possible, support your claims with concrete examples or scenarios. This adds credibility and
makes your argument more compelling.

Practice Writing Under Timed Conditions

The best way to improve is to simulate test conditions. Practice writing LSAT essays within the time limit
to build your confidence and speed.



Proofread if Time Allows

If you finish early, quickly review your essay for any glaring errors or unclear phrasing. Even minor
corrections can improve the overall impression.

Sample LSAT Writing Prompt and Essay

To further illustrate, here’s a simplified LSAT writing example essay based on a common type of prompt:

**Prompt:**
A university is deciding between two options to improve student health: implementing a mandatory
fitness program or enhancing campus mental health services. Choose the option you support and explain
your reasoning.

**Sample Essay:**
The university faces an important decision concerning student well-being. After weighing the options, I
support enhancing campus mental health services over implementing a mandatory fitness program. While
physical health is important, mental health challenges have increasingly affected students, and prioritizing
mental health resources will provide more comprehensive support for the student body.

Firstly, mental health issues such as anxiety and depression are prevalent among college students and can
severely impact academic performance and quality of life. Expanding counseling services and support
groups will help students cope with these challenges more effectively. Secondly, mental health services
can reach a broader range of students, including those who might not engage in physical fitness programs
due to time constraints, disabilities, or personal preferences.

Opponents might argue that a mandatory fitness program promotes physical health and discipline.
However, forcing participation may lead to resentment or non-compliance, reducing its effectiveness.
Moreover, physical activity alone does not address the emotional and psychological struggles many students
face.

In conclusion, enhancing mental health services offers a targeted, compassionate approach to student
wellness that addresses the most pressing needs of the university community.

---

By studying examples like this and applying the strategies discussed, you can approach your LSAT writing
with greater assurance. Remember, the key is to present a clear, well-reasoned argument that showcases
your critical thinking and communication skills—qualities essential for success in law school and beyond.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the LSAT Writing sample essay?
The LSAT Writing sample essay is designed to assess a test taker's ability to construct a clear, well-reasoned
argument in writing. It evaluates critical thinking, organization, and written communication skills essential
for law school.

How long should the LSAT Writing sample essay be?
The LSAT Writing sample essay does not have a strict word limit, but it typically ranges from 400 to 600
words to adequately present and support an argument within the 35-minute time limit.

What are some effective strategies for writing the LSAT Writing sample
essay?
Effective strategies include carefully analyzing the prompt, outlining your main points before writing,
presenting a clear thesis, supporting your position with logical reasons and examples, and proofreading your
essay for clarity and grammar.

Can the LSAT Writing sample essay impact law school admissions?
While the LSAT Writing sample essay is not scored, law schools often review it as part of the application to
assess writing and reasoning skills, so producing a clear and coherent essay can positively influence
admissions decisions.

Are there example prompts available for LSAT Writing sample essays?
Yes, the Law School Admission Council (LSAC) provides official sample prompts and example essays to
help test takers practice and understand the expectations for the LSAT Writing sample.

How important is grammar and spelling in the LSAT Writing sample
essay?
Good grammar and spelling are important in the LSAT Writing sample essay as they contribute to clear
communication and professionalism, which law schools value when evaluating writing skills.

Additional Resources
**Mastering the LSAT Writing Sample: An In-Depth Look at the LSAT Writing Example Essay**



lsat writing example essay prompts an essential aspect of the Law School Admission Test that many
candidates often overlook. While it may not be scored, the LSAT writing sample remains a critical
component of the application process, offering law schools insight into an applicant’s argumentative and
analytical writing abilities. Understanding the structure, expectations, and strategic approach to the LSAT
writing example essay can significantly enhance candidates' preparedness and confidence.

The Role of the LSAT Writing Sample in Law School
Admissions

Although the LSAT writing sample is unscored, it serves as a writing sample for admission committees.
This portion of the exam challenges test-takers to construct a well-reasoned essay within a strict time limit,
typically 35 minutes. The goal is to assess the ability to present a coherent argument, demonstrate clarity of
thought, and effectively communicate under time constraints.

The LSAT writing exercise usually involves a decision prompt presenting two options, each with pros and
cons. Candidates must select one option and argue their choice, supporting their position with logical
reasoning. Law schools may review this writing sample alongside other application materials, such as
personal statements and letters of recommendation, to gain a holistic view of an applicant’s communication
skills.

Why the LSAT Writing Sample Matters Despite Being Unscored

Many test-takers undervalue this section, focusing predominantly on the scored portions like Logical
Reasoning, Analytical Reasoning, and Reading Comprehension. However, the LSAT writing sample can
serve as a differentiator in competitive admissions environments. When applicants have similar LSAT
scores and GPAs, admissions committees may turn to the writing sample to evaluate how well a candidate
can articulate ideas, formulate arguments, and adhere to formal writing conventions.

Moreover, some law schools require the submission of the LSAT writing sample as part of their application
packet. Others may request it on a conditional basis or use it as a tiebreaker. Understanding the importance
of the LSAT writing example essay encourages candidates to approach it with the same seriousness as the
rest of the exam.

Analyzing the Structure and Content of an LSAT Writing
Example Essay



The LSAT writing prompt typically presents a scenario requiring the test-taker to choose between two
courses of action. Each option has its advantages and drawbacks, and the candidate must decide which path
is preferable, providing a well-reasoned explanation.

Key Features of a Strong LSAT Writing Sample

Clear Thesis Statement: The essay should begin with a concise thesis that explicitly states the chosen
option and sets the tone for the argument.

Logical Organization: A structured essay with distinct paragraphs—introduction, body, and
conclusion—helps readers follow the reasoning.

Balanced Analysis: Acknowledging the merits and drawbacks of both options demonstrates critical
thinking and impartiality before justifying the final choice.

Supportive Evidence: Use examples, hypothetical implications, and logical reasoning to bolster the
selected position.

Formal Tone and Language: The writing should maintain professionalism, avoiding colloquialisms
and emotional appeals.

Following these guidelines increases the essay’s effectiveness and reflects skills that law schools value:
reasoned argumentation, clarity, and professionalism.

Example Breakdown: Choosing Between Two Policy Alternatives

Consider a typical LSAT writing prompt that asks candidates to decide between implementing a new
company policy to improve employee productivity or maintaining the current system to preserve
workplace culture. A well-crafted LSAT writing example essay would:

Introduce the dilemma and state the choice (e.g., advocating for the new policy).1.

Briefly discuss the benefits of the status quo and why some might prefer it.2.

Explain why the new policy outweighs the drawbacks, supported by logical arguments.3.



Address potential counterarguments and provide rebuttals.4.

Conclude by reinforcing the recommended action with a summary of key points.5.

This approach demonstrates the test-taker’s ability to engage with complexity and present a persuasive case.

Strategies for Writing a Compelling LSAT Writing Sample

Preparation for the LSAT writing sample involves more than just understanding its format; it requires
practice in concise, persuasive writing under time pressure.

Time Management and Planning

With only about 35 minutes allotted, efficient use of time is crucial. Candidates should:

Spend 5 minutes reading the prompt carefully and outlining their argument.

Allocate 25 minutes to writing the essay with a focus on clarity and coherence.

Reserve the last 5 minutes for revising and proofreading to correct any glaring errors.

This schedule helps ensure the essay is polished and well-organized despite the time constraints.

Developing a Logical Framework

Constructing a logical framework before writing reduces the risk of wandering off-topic or producing
disjointed arguments. Outlining key points, supporting evidence, and counterarguments provides a
roadmap for the essay. This practice also enhances the ability to produce balanced reasoning, a critical skill
in legal writing.

Practice with Sample Prompts



Engaging with a variety of LSAT writing prompts familiarizes candidates with the types of decisions they
may face. Reviewing lsat writing example essay samples and model answers aids in understanding the
expected tone, structure, and argumentation style.

Comparing the LSAT Writing Sample to Other Law School
Writing Requirements

Unlike the personal statement or diversity statement, which focus on narrative and personal experience,
the LSAT writing sample demands objective reasoning and formal argumentation. This distinction
highlights its purpose: to evaluate analytical writing skills rather than storytelling ability.

Some law schools may also administer writing assessments during their admission process or require
writing samples from previous academic work. Nevertheless, the LSAT writing sample remains unique in
its standardized format and time constraints, offering a uniform basis for comparison among applicants.

Pros and Cons of the LSAT Writing Sample Format

Pros:

Standardized prompt allows for fair comparison across applicants.

Tests real-time critical thinking and writing abilities.

Does not penalize test-takers with low scores but offers an additional platform to showcase
skills.

Cons:

Time pressure may hinder some candidates from fully developing their arguments.

Unscored component may lead some to underprepare.

Limited word count restricts depth of analysis.



Understanding these advantages and limitations allows candidates to tailor their preparation effectively.

Integrating LSAT Writing Sample Preparation into Overall
LSAT Study Plans

Given the unscored nature of the writing sample, it is tempting to deprioritize it. However, integrating
writing sample practice into the broader LSAT study regimen can yield benefits beyond the test itself.
Strong writing skills are indispensable in law school and legal practice.

Candidates can:

Incorporate timed writing exercises mimicking LSAT prompts into weekly study sessions.

Seek feedback from mentors, instructors, or writing centers to refine argumentative clarity.

Analyze high-scoring lsat writing example essay samples to identify effective techniques.

Such disciplined preparation not only improves the writing sample but also enhances overall analytical and
communication skills essential to law school success.

---

Navigating the LSAT writing sample requires a blend of strategic planning, analytical thinking, and clear
communication. While it may not carry a numerical score, the LSAT writing example essay offers a
valuable opportunity to demonstrate competencies that law schools prize. By approaching this section with
deliberate preparation and a nuanced understanding of its role, candidates can strengthen their applications
and set themselves apart in a competitive admissions landscape.
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