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La Rams QB History: A Journey Through the Franchise's Signal Callers

la rams qb history is a fascinating tale that chronicles the evolution of one of the NFL’s most storied
franchises through the lens of its quarterbacks. From the early days in Cleveland to the modern era in
Los Angeles, the Rams have seen a variety of signal callers who have shaped the team's identity, led
memorable playoff runs, and sometimes struggled under the bright lights. Whether you’re a die-hard
Rams fan or just curious about NFL quarterback legacies, understanding this history sheds light on
how the team’s fortunes have ebbed and flowed over the decades.

The Early Years: Foundations of the Franchise’s QB
Legacy

The Rams franchise began in 1936 as the Cleveland Rams before relocating to Los Angeles in 1946,
marking the start of a new era. The early quarterback scene was a bit different compared to today's
game, with the position evolving rapidly during the mid-20th century.

Bob Waterfield: The First Iconic Rams QB

Arguably the first true star quarterback in the Rams’ history, Bob Waterfield played from 1945 to
1952 and was instrumental in leading the Rams to their first NFL Championship in 1945. Waterfield's
dual-threat ability—both passing and punting—was innovative for his time, and he remains a Hall of
Famer. His leadership set a standard for Rams quarterbacks in the decades to come.

The Transition Period: Inconsistent Years

Following Waterfield, the Rams experienced a rollercoaster of quarterback performances. The 1950s
and 1960s saw a revolving door at the QB position, with players like Norm Van Brocklin and Roman
Gabriel stepping up. Van Brocklin, in particular, was a standout, winning an NFL championship with
the Eagles but also spending time with the Rams. Gabriel’s tenure in the 1960s brought some stability
and playoff appearances, further cementing the quarterback role as pivotal for the franchise’s
success.

The Modern Era: From Struggles to Stardom

Fast forward to the late 20th and early 21st centuries, the Rams quarterback history reflects both
challenges and triumphs. The team’s moves—from Los Angeles to St. Louis and back—have coincided
with significant shifts in quarterback dynamics.



Kurt Warner and the Greatest Show on Turf

No discussion of Rams quarterbacks is complete without highlighting Kurt Warner. Signed as an
undrafted free agent and initially working outside football, Warner’s rise from obscurity to NFL MVP
and Super Bowl champion with the Rams in the 1999 season is legendary. His leadership of the
“Greatest Show on Turf” offense, renowned for its explosive passing attack, is a hallmark of Rams QB
history. Warner’s story is not just about on-field excellence but also resilience and perseverance,
qualities that inspire many aspiring quarterbacks.

Post-Warner Challenges and Quarterback Carousel

After Warner’s departure, the Rams struggled to find a franchise quarterback. The 2000s featured
several players attempting to fill those shoes, including Marc Bulger, who had moments of brilliance
but never quite reached Warner’s heights. The team’s relocation to St. Louis in 1995 also impacted
team coherence and fan engagement, factors that complicated the quarterback situation.

Sam Bradford: The First Overall Pick and High Hopes

In 2010, the Rams selected Sam Bradford as the first overall pick, hoping to stabilize the quarterback
position. Bradford showed flashes of talent but was hampered by injuries and inconsistent play. His
tenure is a classic example of how even high draft picks can struggle with the demands of leading an
NFL offense, especially on teams undergoing transitions.

The Return to Los Angeles and the New QB Era

The Rams’ move back to Los Angeles in 2016 ushered in a new chapter for the franchise’s
quarterback history. This era has been marked by a mix of veteran presence and young talent aiming
to restore the Rams to championship contention.

Jared Goff: From No. 1 Overall Pick to Super Bowl Contender

Selected first overall in 2016, Jared Goff represented hope for the Rams’ future. Under head coach
Sean McVay, Goff developed into a competent quarterback, helping lead the team to Super Bowl LIII
in the 2018 season. While the Rams fell short in that game, Goff’s journey illustrated the importance
of coaching and system fit in a quarterback’s success. His strong arm and accuracy were key assets,
though his performance has fluctuated in recent seasons, leading to ongoing debates about the
team’s quarterback future.

Matthew Stafford: A Veteran’s Impact



In a blockbuster trade in 2021, the Rams acquired Matthew Stafford from the Detroit Lions. Stafford
brought years of starting experience and a reputation for toughness and a strong arm. His impact was
immediate, culminating in leading the Rams to victory in Super Bowl LVI. Stafford’s arrival not only
changed the team’s dynamics but also highlighted how acquiring a seasoned QB can rejuvenate a
franchise’s championship aspirations.

Key Takeaways from La Rams QB History

Looking back over decades of Rams quarterbacks reveals several important themes:

Leadership matters: From Waterfield to Stafford, quarterbacks who embody leadership tend
to elevate the team.

System fit is crucial: The success of Warner and Goff under different offensive schemes
shows how a QB thrives in the right environment.

Injuries and consistency: Bradford’s career underscores how health and steadiness can
make or break a quarterback’s tenure.

Transition periods are challenging: The Rams’ moves between cities and coaching changes
have often coincided with instability at quarterback.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Rams Quarterbacks

With Matthew Stafford still leading the offense and young talents developing on the roster, the Rams’
quarterback history continues to evolve. The franchise’s commitment to building around strong
quarterback play is evident, and the lessons learned from past eras help inform current decisions.
Whether through the draft, trades, or coaching, the Rams aim to maintain stability and excellence at
the quarterback position as a core to their success.

Exploring the rich tapestry of la rams qb history not only offers insight into the team’s past but also
highlights the timeless importance of the quarterback role in football. As the Rams look toward future
seasons, fans can appreciate how past heroes and struggles shape the team’s ongoing story.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first quarterback in Los Angeles Rams history?
The first quarterback for the Los Angeles Rams was Bob Waterfield, who played for the team starting
in 1945 when they were based in Cleveland before moving to Los Angeles.



Which Rams quarterback won a Super Bowl with the team?
Kurt Warner led the St. Louis Rams to victory in Super Bowl XXXIV and was named Super Bowl MVP.

Who is the Rams' all-time leading passer?
Roman Gabriel is the Los Angeles Rams' all-time leading passer, holding the franchise records for
passing yards and touchdowns during his tenure in the 1960s and 1970s.

How did Jared Goff perform as the Rams quarterback?
Jared Goff was the Rams' starting quarterback from 2016 to 2020, leading the team to Super Bowl LIII
and earning a Pro Bowl selection in 2017.

Which Rams quarterback had the highest single-season
passing yards?
Matthew Stafford set the Rams' single-season passing yards record after joining the team in 2021,
leading the offense with over 4,800 yards.

Have the Rams had any notable backup quarterbacks who
became starters?
Yes, quarterbacks like Jeff Hostetler and Case Keenum started as backups for the Rams before
stepping into starting roles due to injuries or trades.

How has the Rams' quarterback situation evolved with their
recent move back to Los Angeles?
Since the Rams returned to Los Angeles in 2016, the team has seen quarterbacks like Jared Goff and
Matthew Stafford lead the offense, with Stafford currently serving as the franchise quarterback.

Additional Resources
La Rams QB History: An Analytical Review of the Franchise’s Signal Callers

la rams qb history is a compelling journey through decades of NFL football, marked by periods of
brilliance, transition, and reinvention. The Los Angeles Rams, a storied franchise with roots dating
back to 1936, have experienced a dynamic evolution at the quarterback position. From legendary Hall
of Famers to modern-day stars, the Rams’ quarterback lineage reflects broader trends in football
strategy, team-building, and the shifting landscape of the NFL.

This article takes an investigative and professional look into the Rams’ quarterback history, dissecting
key figures, their impact on the franchise, and the strategic decisions that shaped the team’s identity.
By examining notable starters, statistical achievements, and the challenges faced by the Rams at the
quarterback position, we gain a comprehensive understanding of how this role has influenced the
team’s fortunes over time.



The Early Years: Foundations and Formative Signal
Callers

The history of Rams quarterbacks begins in the pre-Super Bowl era, a time when the NFL was still
growing in popularity and the passing game was less dominant. Players like Bob Waterfield, who
played in the 1940s and 1950s, set early standards for the position in Los Angeles. Waterfield, a Hall
of Famer, was a dual-threat quarterback known for his passing accuracy and leadership, guiding the
Rams to multiple championship appearances, including a victory in the 1945 NFL Championship.

During these formative years, the Rams’ offensive schemes heavily relied on the quarterback’s ability
to manage the game and execute fundamental passing plays. Waterfield’s era established a legacy of
strong quarterback play that the franchise would seek to replicate in subsequent decades.

The 1960s and 1970s: Transition and Challenges

The 1960s and 1970s were marked by inconsistency at the quarterback position for the Rams. While
the team had moments of competitiveness, they often struggled to find a franchise quarterback who
could consistently elevate the offense. Players such as Roman Gabriel emerged during this time,
providing flashes of brilliance.

Gabriel, who played primarily in the 1960s and early 1970s, was known for his strong arm and
toughness. His tenure included multiple Pro Bowl selections, and he remains one of the Rams’ most
prolific passers from that era. However, the team’s offensive struggles and coaching changes during
this period limited his impact in terms of postseason success.

The 1980s and 1990s: The Era of Jim Everett and the
Search for Stability

The Rams’ quarterback history in the 1980s and 1990s is characterized by the presence of Jim
Everett, a first-round draft pick in 1986 who embodied the franchise’s hopes for a franchise
quarterback. Everett’s tenure was notable for his statistical production and leadership, but also for the
team’s fluctuating fortunes.

Despite Everett’s individual efforts, including multiple playoff appearances, the Rams did not achieve
sustained postseason success. The team’s offensive line issues and inconsistent supporting cast often
hampered his ability to lead deep playoff runs. This era highlighted some of the challenges the Rams
faced in building a cohesive offense around their quarterback.

The Turn of the Millennium: Kurt Warner and the Unexpected
Rise

Perhaps the most dramatic chapter in la rams qb history came with the arrival of Kurt Warner in the



late 1990s and early 2000s. Warner’s journey from undrafted free agent to NFL MVP and Super Bowl
champion symbolizes one of the greatest underdog stories in sports.

Warner took over as the Rams’ starter in 1999 and propelled the team’s “Greatest Show on Turf”
offense, known for its explosive passing attack and innovative schemes. His precision, quick decision-
making, and leadership culminated in a Super Bowl XXXIV victory in the 1999 season, where Warner
threw for 414 yards and two touchdowns in the title game.

This period marked a high point for the Rams franchise and redefined expectations for quarterback
play, emphasizing the importance of timing, accuracy, and offensive innovation.

Modern Era: The Post-Warner Years and the Quest for
Consistency

Following Warner’s departure, la rams qb history entered a phase of transition and experimentation.
The team cycled through several quarterbacks, including Marc Bulger, Sam Bradford, Jared Goff, and
Matthew Stafford, each bringing different skill sets and levels of success.

Marc Bulger (2002–2009)

Marc Bulger served as the Rams’ primary starter for much of the 2000s. Known for his mobility and
pocket awareness, Bulger led the team to multiple playoff appearances and was a two-time Pro
Bowler. However, injuries and inconsistent offensive support limited his ability to carry the team
deeper into the postseason.

Sam Bradford and the Draft Strategy (2010–2014)

Sam Bradford was the first overall pick in the 2010 NFL Draft, representing the Rams’ efforts to secure
a franchise quarterback through the draft. Bradford’s career with the Rams was marred by injuries,
but when healthy, he demonstrated a strong arm and accuracy. His tenure highlighted the risks and
rewards of investing high draft capital in the quarterback position.

Jared Goff and the McVay Era (2016–2020)

The selection of Jared Goff in the first round of the 2016 NFL Draft coincided with the hiring of head
coach Sean McVay, ushering in a new offensive philosophy. Goff’s development under McVay was
initially promising, culminating in an appearance in Super Bowl LIII, though the team fell short of
capturing the title.

Goff’s strengths included his quick release and improved decision-making, but criticisms about his
ability to perform under pressure and consistency remained. His eventual trade to Detroit marked a
shift in the Rams’ quarterback strategy.



Matthew Stafford and Recent Success (2021–Present)

Matthew Stafford’s acquisition in 2021 represented a bold move for the Rams, bringing in a seasoned
veteran known for his strong arm and resilience. Stafford’s impact was immediate, leading the Rams
to a Super Bowl LVI victory in his first season with the team.

Stafford’s ability to execute under pressure, combined with McVay’s offensive schemes, revitalized
the Rams’ offense and solidified the quarterback position as a cornerstone of their championship
aspirations.

Key Themes in La Rams QB History

Throughout the franchise’s history, several themes emerge regarding the quarterback position:

Adaptation to Offensive Trends: From Waterfield’s dual-threat style to Warner’s timing-
based offense and McVay’s innovative schemes, Rams quarterbacks have often mirrored
league-wide evolutions.

Impact of Supporting Cast: The success of Rams quarterbacks has frequently correlated with
the quality of offensive line protection and skill-position talent.

Draft and Development Challenges: The Rams’ mixed success in drafting and developing
quarterbacks underscores the difficulty in identifying and nurturing franchise signal-callers.

Quarterback Mobility and Versatility: Increasingly, Rams quarterbacks have demonstrated
mobility, reflecting the modern NFL’s demand for versatile playmakers at the position.

Statistical Comparisons and Legacy

Analyzing the statistical output of Rams quarterbacks reveals insights into their varying styles and
effectiveness:

Kurt Warner: Career passer rating of 93.7 with the Rams, multiple 4,000-yard seasons, and1.
two MVP awards.

Jim Everett: Over 25,000 passing yards with the Rams, known for durability and arm strength.2.

Matthew Stafford: High yardage and touchdown totals, with a Super Bowl championship3.
enhancing his legacy.

Jared Goff: Growth under McVay led to career-best seasons but inconsistency limited ultimate4.
success.



These statistics underscore the diversity of quarterback profiles that have shaped the Rams’ offensive
identity.

The trajectory of la rams qb history illustrates the franchise’s resilience and adaptability. As the NFL
continues to evolve, the Rams’ quarterback position remains a focal point of strategic importance,
blending legacy, innovation, and the pursuit of excellence on the gridiron.
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