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We Bought a Zoo Where Is It Located: Discovering the Real-Life Setting Behind the Story

we bought a zoo where is it located is a question that has intrigued many fans of the popular book and movie
by the same name. The story, which tells the heartfelt journey of a family restoring a rundown zoo, has
captivated audiences with its charm, emotional depth, and beautiful depiction of wildlife conservation. But
beyond the screen and the pages, many wonder about the actual place that inspired this touching tale. So, let’s
dive into where “We Bought a Zoo” is really located, and explore some fascinating details about the real zoo,
its history, and the surrounding area.

We Bought a Zoo: The Real Location Behind the Story

The story of “We Bought a Zoo” is based on a true experience, and the zoo in question is the Dartmoor Wildlife
Park. This zoo is located near the town of Bovey Tracey in Devon, England. The park was purchased by Benjamin
Mee in 2006, and his journey to restore and reopen it forms the heart of both his memoir and the film adaptation.

Why Dartmoor Wildlife Park?

Dartmoor Wildlife Park was once a thriving attraction but had fallen into disrepair before Benjamin Mee and his
family took over. Located on the edge of Dartmoor National Park, the setting offers a unique blend of natural
beauty and rugged countryside. It’s this scenic backdrop that adds depth to the story, showing how a
struggling zoo can be transformed with passion, dedication, and a vision for wildlife conservation.

About Bovey Tracey and Dartmoor National Park

Bovey Tracey is a charming market town nestled in Devon, Southwest England. Known as the “Gateway to the
Moor,” this location provides an idyllic setting with rolling hills, woodlands, and open moorland. Dartmoor
National Park itself is famous for its wild landscapes, ancient forests, and granite tors — making it a perfect
place for a zoo focused on animal welfare and natural habitats.

Visitors to the area can enjoy not only the zoo but also hiking, cycling, and exploring the many historical
sites scattered throughout Dartmoor. The natural environment plays a significant role in the story’s appeal,
as it emphasizes the connection between humans, animals, and nature.

Visiting the Zoo Today: What to Expect

If you’re wondering “we bought a zoo where is it located” because you’re interested in visiting, you’ll be pleased
to know that the Dartmoor Wildlife Park remains open to the public. After Benjamin Mee purchased and
revitalized it, the zoo has continued to grow and improve, focusing on both visitor experience and animal care.

Animal Exhibits and Conservation Efforts

The zoo houses a variety of animals, from exotic species like lions and tigers to more familiar creatures such as
lemurs, meerkats, and birds of prey. The team at Dartmoor Wildlife Park is dedicated to conservation and
education, often working with endangered species and participating in breeding programs.



Visitors can expect interactive exhibits, educational talks, and opportunities to learn about the challenges
facing wildlife today. The zoo’s emphasis on creating naturalistic environments for the animals helps foster a
deeper appreciation for conservation efforts.

Family-Friendly Activities and Facilities

One of the reasons “We Bought a Zoo” resonates so well is its family-oriented approach. The zoo in Bovey
Tracey reflects this by offering activities that engage children and adults alike. There are playgrounds, picnic
areas, and seasonal events that make a day visit enjoyable and educational.

Whether you’re planning a weekend trip or a day out, the zoo’s location near other Dartmoor attractions
makes it an appealing destination for nature lovers and families.

The Story Behind the Story: Benjamin Mee’s Journey

Understanding “we bought a zoo where is it located” also means appreciating the personal story of Benjamin
Mee, the man behind the purchase. His memoir, also titled *We Bought a Zoo*, chronicles the challenges and
triumphs of buying and revitalizing the struggling zoo.

The Challenges of Reviving a Zoo

Buying a zoo is no small feat. Benjamin Mee faced countless obstacles, from financial difficulties to dealing
with the legalities of animal welfare and public safety. The zoo had been closed and was in poor condition,
requiring extensive renovations and staff recruitment.

His story highlights the perseverance needed to turn a dream into reality, and the importance of community
support. Local authorities, volunteers, and animal experts all played a role in helping the zoo reopen.

The Impact of the Movie Adaptation

The 2011 film adaptation starring Matt Damon brought global attention to the Dartmoor Wildlife Park and
Benjamin Mee’s story. While the movie was filmed in various locations around California, it helped raise
awareness about the real zoo in Devon.

This increased interest has benefited the zoo by attracting visitors and supporters who want to experience the
place that inspired the heartfelt story. It also emphasizes the universal appeal of themes like family, renewal,
and caring for animals.

Exploring Similar Attractions in the Area

If you’re curious about “we bought a zoo where is it located” and plan to visit Devon, you might want to
explore some other wildlife and nature-related attractions nearby.

Other Wildlife Parks and Nature Reserves

Devon boasts several wildlife parks and nature reserves that complement a visit to Dartmoor Wildlife Park:



Paignton Zoo: One of the UK’s largest zoos, located along the English Riviera, offering extensive animal
collections and conservation programs.

Exmoor National Park: Just north of Dartmoor, this park offers wild landscapes and the chance to see
native species like red deer and Exmoor ponies.

Devon Wildlife Trust Reserves: Various reserves across the county provide opportunities to explore
local flora and fauna in their natural habitats.

Tips for Planning Your Visit

- Check the zoo’s official website for opening hours and any special events or animal encounters.
- Consider visiting during weekdays or off-peak times for a quieter experience.
- Wear comfortable shoes and bring weather-appropriate gear, as the Dartmoor area can be quite changeable.
- Combine your trip with hiking or exploring nearby towns like Moretonhampstead or Ashburton for a full
Devon experience.

Why the Location Matters in “We Bought a Zoo”

The question “we bought a zoo where is it located” isn’t just about geography—it also touches on the spirit
of the place. The Devon countryside, with its rugged beauty and close-knit communities, mirrors the themes of
renewal and connection found in Benjamin Mee’s story.

This location allows the narrative to blend real-world conservation challenges with personal growth and
family bonds. The zoo’s setting near Dartmoor National Park underscores the importance of preserving natural
habitats and respecting wildlife.

In a way, the location becomes a character itself, shaping the experiences of those who buy, restore, and visit
the zoo. It’s a reminder that places carry stories, and sometimes, those stories inspire us to make a difference.

---

If you’ve ever wondered “we bought a zoo where is it located” because you were touched by the story, now
you know the real place where this remarkable journey took place. Whether you’re a fan of the book, the movie,
or simply curious about zoos and wildlife conservation, Dartmoor Wildlife Park in Devon offers a genuine slice
of this inspiring tale—and a chance to witness the magic of turning dreams into reality.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where is the zoo located in the movie 'We Bought a Zoo'?

The zoo in the movie 'We Bought a Zoo' is located in Rosemoor, near Portland, Oregon.

Is the zoo featured in 'We Bought a Zoo' a real place?

Yes, the zoo featured in 'We Bought a Zoo' is based on the real-life Dartmoor Zoological Park in Devon,
England.



Did the movie 'We Bought a Zoo' film at the actual zoo location?

No, the movie was filmed in California, although it is based on events at Dartmoor Zoological Park in England.

What is the real location of the Dartmoor Zoological Park depicted in 'We
Bought a Zoo'?

Dartmoor Zoological Park is located in Devon, England.

Why was the location changed for filming 'We Bought a Zoo'?

The filming location was changed to California for logistical and production reasons, even though the story
is set in England.

Can you visit the zoo from 'We Bought a Zoo'?

Yes, you can visit Dartmoor Zoological Park in Devon, England, which inspired the movie 'We Bought a Zoo.' It
is a functioning zoo open to the public.

Is the zoo in 'We Bought a Zoo' located near a major city?

The real Dartmoor Zoological Park is located in a rural area in Devon, England, not near a major city, while
the movie's fictional zoo is near Portland, Oregon.

Additional Resources
We Bought a Zoo: Where Is It Located?

we bought a zoo where is it located is a question that frequently arises among fans of the 2011 film "We
Bought a Zoo," as well as readers of the memoir by Benjamin Mee on which the movie is based. The story, which
chronicles the incredible journey of a family purchasing and renovating a struggling zoo, has captivated
audiences worldwide. However, the exact location of the zoo and the real-life backdrop of this heartwarming
tale often remain unclear to many. This article delves into the geographical and historical context of the zoo,
examining its significance, features, and how location influenced the narrative's development.

The Real-Life Location of the Zoo

The zoo featured in "We Bought a Zoo" is the Dartmoor Wildlife Park, situated in Devon, England. This park is
the actual place Benjamin Mee and his family purchased, and it provides the authentic setting for both the memoir
and the film adaptation. Dartmoor Wildlife Park lies near the town of Bovey Tracey, on the edge of Dartmoor
National Park, an area known for its rugged moorland and scenic beauty.

The park itself was established in the 1960s and had gained a modest reputation as a local attraction before
falling into financial difficulties. When Benjamin Mee acquired it, the zoo was facing closure due to funding
shortages and regulatory challenges. The location's rural nature, coupled with its proximity to natural
landscapes, presented both opportunities and obstacles in reviving the facility.

Significance of the Location in the Story

The Dartmoor Wildlife Park's location in Devon plays a crucial role in the narrative. The rural setting



underscores the family's commitment to preserving a community treasure and highlights the logistical
challenges of operating a zoo outside a major urban center. The remoteness adds a layer of complexity to
animal care, visitor access, and infrastructure development, all of which are central themes in the memoir.

Moreover, the proximity to Dartmoor National Park enriches the story with a backdrop of natural beauty and
ecological awareness. This setting allows for a narrative that intertwines human determination with
environmental stewardship, reflecting the broader context of wildlife conservation in the UK.

Features of Dartmoor Wildlife Park

Understanding the characteristics of the Dartmoor Wildlife Park helps shed light on the scope of the project
Benjamin Mee undertook. The park is relatively small compared to major zoological institutions, covering an
area of approximately 30 acres. Despite its size, it houses a diverse collection of animals, ranging from exotic
species to local wildlife.

Animal Collection and Conservation Efforts

At the time of purchase, the zoo was home to various species, including big cats, birds, primates, and reptiles.
The diversity presented both challenges and opportunities for the Mee family. Maintaining suitable habitats and
meeting the animals' complex needs required significant renovations and expertise.

Conservation efforts at Dartmoor Wildlife Park, while modest in scale compared to larger zoos, align with
broader wildlife preservation goals. The location's natural environment allows for educational programs and
breeding initiatives aimed at raising awareness about endangered species and habitat protection.

Renovation and Operational Challenges

The rural location of Dartmoor Wildlife Park meant that infrastructure improvements were essential.
Upgrading enclosures, ensuring compliance with animal welfare regulations, and attracting visitors in a less
populated area demanded strategic planning and substantial investment.

Benjamin Mee's story highlights these challenges vividly, illustrating the difficulties of balancing financial
constraints with ethical responsibilities. The family's experience underscores the broader realities faced by
small zoos worldwide, particularly those situated outside metropolitan areas.

Why Location Matters: Comparing with Other Zoos

The location of Dartmoor Wildlife Park contrasts with many well-known zoological parks situated in or
near large cities. Urban zoos benefit from higher foot traffic, diverse funding sources, and easier access to
veterinary services and specialists. In contrast, rural zoos like Dartmoor Wildlife Park often rely heavily on
community support and face logistical hurdles.

This contrast is evident when comparing Dartmoor with zoos such as London Zoo or Chester Zoo, both of
which are larger and more centrally located. These institutions have greater resources to invest in research,
conservation, and visitor amenities. However, smaller rural zoos play a vital role in local education and
conservation efforts, often fostering close-knit community relationships.



Pros and Cons of a Rural Zoo Location

Pros: Proximity to natural habitats can enhance animal welfare and educational programs; lower land
costs; potential for unique visitor experiences in scenic surroundings.

Cons: Limited visitor numbers due to accessibility issues; challenges in attracting skilled staff; higher
costs for transportation of supplies and animals; difficulty in marketing and fundraising.

These factors contextualize the story of "We Bought a Zoo" and explain some of the hurdles the Mee family
overcame.

Impact of Location on Public Perception and Media

The location of Dartmoor Wildlife Park has also influenced public perception and media portrayal of the
story. The British countryside setting adds a layer of charm and authenticity that resonates with audiences
seeking a genuine connection to nature and animal welfare.

The film adaptation, although shot primarily in the United States, retains references to the English origins of
the story, which serves to highlight the universal themes of family resilience and community spirit. The zoo's
English location enriches the narrative, providing a tangible sense of place that grounds the story in reality.

Tourism and Economic Implications

Following the notoriety gained from the book and film, Dartmoor Wildlife Park experienced increased interest
from tourists and animal enthusiasts. This surge has potential economic benefits for the local community,
including job creation and heightened awareness of regional attractions.

However, sustaining this interest requires ongoing investment and strategic outreach, especially given the
park's relatively remote location. The story of "We Bought a Zoo" serves as both inspiration and a case
study for rural zoological parks seeking revitalization.

---

In summary, the answer to the question "we bought a zoo where is it located" is that the zoo is located at
Dartmoor Wildlife Park in Devon, England. This location is integral to the story's emotional and logistical
fabric, shaping the challenges and triumphs experienced by Benjamin Mee and his family. The rural setting
underscores the unique nature of their endeavor, illustrating the intersection of family dedication, wildlife
conservation, and community engagement.
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