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**What Teachers Make Taylor Mali: Exploring the Impact and Meaning Behind the Poem**

what teachers make taylor mali is more than just a phrase—it is an evocative expression of the

profound impact teachers have on their students and society. Taylor Mali’s iconic poem, “What

Teachers Make,” has resonated deeply with educators, parents, and anyone who understands the vital

role teachers play. The poem is a passionate defense of the teaching profession, highlighting the

intangible yet invaluable contributions teachers make beyond just a paycheck. In this article, we will

delve into the heart of Taylor Mali’s poem, its significance, and why it continues to inspire

conversations about education, respect, and value.

Understanding the Core Message of “What Teachers Make” by

Taylor Mali

At its essence, Taylor Mali’s “What Teachers Make” challenges the common misconception that

teachers’ worth can be measured solely by their salaries. The poem opens with a dialogue where

someone questions the financial rewards of teaching, implying that because teachers earn less than

doctors or lawyers, their profession might be less significant. Mali responds with a fiery, heartfelt

rebuttal, illustrating that teachers make much more than money—they make a difference.

Beyond the Paycheck: The Real Value Teachers Create

Taylor Mali’s poem emphasizes the intangible assets teachers provide—the knowledge, inspiration, and

confidence they instill in students. Teachers “make kids work harder than they ever thought they

could,” “make a C+ feel like a Congressional Medal of Honor,” and “make a kid’s parents believe in

themselves again.” This portrayal captures the essence of teaching as a vocation of passion and



dedication rather than just a job.

The poem highlights how teachers shape future generations, influence lives, and foster growth in ways

that money cannot quantify. It conveys the idea that the true reward of teaching lies in witnessing

students succeed, grow, and discover their potential.

The Cultural and Educational Impact of Taylor Mali’s Poem

“What Teachers Make” has become a cultural touchstone in education circles. Its popularity stems

from its ability to give voice to the frustrations and triumphs educators experience daily. The poem has

been shared widely on social media, featured in teaching conferences, and even used as a

motivational tool in classrooms.

Inspiring Teachers and Advocating for the Profession

One of the reasons why Taylor Mali’s poem remains relevant is its motivational power. Teachers often

face challenges such as low pay, lack of resources, and undervaluation by society. This poem serves

as a reminder of their essential role and the respect they deserve. It encourages educators to hold

their heads high and take pride in their work, despite external criticisms.

Moreover, “What Teachers Make” has been used to advocate for better teacher compensation and

improved educational policies. By articulating the emotional and social value of teaching, Mali’s words

help shift the conversation toward recognizing education as a foundational pillar of society.

Analyzing the Poetic Techniques in “What Teachers Make”

Taylor Mali’s use of language and stylistic choices enhance the poem’s impact. The piece is structured



as a monologue, which adds a personal and confrontational tone. Mali’s voice is assertive yet

passionate, making the reader feel the intensity of his conviction.

Use of Repetition and Rhetorical Questions

Throughout the poem, Mali employs repetition to emphasize key points. The recurring phrase “I make”

serves as a powerful refrain that drives home the diverse and significant contributions of teachers. This

repetition creates rhythm and reinforces the poem’s central theme.

Rhetorical questions also feature prominently, such as when Mali rhetorically challenges the person

questioning his salary to understand the deeper work involved in teaching. These questions engage

the audience and provoke reflection on their assumptions about educators.

Imagery and Emotional Appeal

The poem is rich with vivid imagery, painting pictures of classroom moments, student achievements,

and the emotional labor of teaching. For example, Mali describes how he “makes a C+ feel like a

Congressional Medal of Honor,” which creates a strong emotional connection and illustrates how

teachers uplift students’ confidence.

This emotional appeal is a key factor in why the poem resonates so strongly with readers. It draws on

shared experiences and feelings, making the message both relatable and memorable.

Why “What Teachers Make” Continues to Resonate Today

Even years after its first performance, Taylor Mali’s “What Teachers Make” remains relevant because

the issues it addresses are ongoing. The debate about teacher pay, respect, and recognition persists



worldwide, and Mali’s poem eloquently captures these concerns.

The Broader Conversation About Education and Society

The poem sparks important discussions about how society values education and the people who

dedicate their lives to teaching. It challenges us to reconsider what success means in education and to

appreciate the effort behind every lesson taught and every student inspired.

In a world increasingly focused on measurable outcomes and economic returns, “What Teachers

Make” invites us to look beyond numbers and statistics to the human stories and transformations that

education fosters. It reminds us that teachers are architects of the future, shaping not just careers but

character.

Encouraging Support and Empathy for Educators

By humanizing teachers and sharing their perspective, Mali’s poem helps cultivate empathy among

parents, policymakers, and the general public. It encourages support for teachers through better

funding, respect, and understanding of their challenges and triumphs.

This empathy is crucial for creating positive educational environments where teachers feel valued and

empowered to make a lasting difference.

How Educators and Students Can Use “What Teachers Make”

in the Classroom

Taylor Mali’s poem is not only a piece of art but also a practical tool in education. It can be used to

inspire students and educators alike, fostering appreciation and dialogue about the role of teachers.



Building Classroom Culture and Motivation

Teachers might introduce the poem at the start of a school year to set a tone of respect and

dedication. Reading and discussing the poem can help students understand the commitment behind

teaching and motivate them to engage actively in their learning.

Encouraging Writing and Critical Thinking

Students can analyze the poem’s themes, tone, and literary devices as part of language arts curricula.

They might also write their own reflections on what their teachers mean to them or how education

shapes their lives, encouraging personal expression and critical thinking.

Supporting Teacher Appreciation Initiatives

“What Teachers Make” can be a centerpiece in events like Teacher Appreciation Week, serving as a

reminder of the often invisible contributions teachers make. Sharing the poem can deepen community

support and highlight the need for recognition and resources.

Final Thoughts on the Legacy of “What Teachers Make” by

Taylor Mali

Taylor Mali’s “What Teachers Make” is more than a poem—it is a powerful statement that elevates the

teaching profession beyond stereotypes and undervaluation. It captures the heart and soul of what it

means to be a teacher: shaping minds, inspiring confidence, and making a lasting difference in the

world.



In exploring the poem, we gain insight into the challenges teachers face and the profound rewards

they experience. Mali’s words remind us all to appreciate the educators who help build the foundation

for our future, affirming that what teachers make cannot be measured by money alone—it’s measured

in lives changed, dreams nurtured, and hope inspired.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Taylor Mali and what is his poem 'What Teachers Make'

about?

Taylor Mali is a poet and educator known for his poem 'What Teachers Make,' which passionately

defends the teaching profession and highlights the impactful role teachers have on students' lives.

Why is 'What Teachers Make' by Taylor Mali considered influential?

'What Teachers Make' is considered influential because it challenges misconceptions about teachers'

salaries and emphasizes the profound influence teachers have beyond monetary compensation.

What is the central message of Taylor Mali's 'What Teachers Make'?

The central message is that teachers make a difference in students' lives by inspiring, shaping futures,

and making a lasting impact, which is far more valuable than the salary they earn.

How has Taylor Mali's poem 'What Teachers Make' impacted the

perception of teachers?

The poem has helped raise awareness and appreciation for teachers, encouraging respect for their

dedication and the critical role they play in society.



Can you provide a famous quote from Taylor Mali's 'What Teachers

Make'?

A famous quote from the poem is: 'I make kids work harder than they ever thought they could.' This

line underscores the motivational power teachers have.

How is Taylor Mali's 'What Teachers Make' used in education today?

The poem is often used in teacher training, motivational speeches, and educational events to inspire

educators and advocate for the value of teaching as a profession.

Additional Resources

**What Teachers Make Taylor Mali: A Critical Exploration of the Iconic Poem and Its Impact**

what teachers make taylor mali is a phrase that instantly recalls the powerful and widely admired

spoken-word poem by Taylor Mali, a renowned educator and slam poet. This poem, first performed in

the late 1990s, has since become a cultural touchstone for discussions about the value of teaching,

the challenges educators face, and the often underestimated impact teachers have on society. As an

influential piece of educational rhetoric, "What Teachers Make" by Taylor Mali invites a deeper

investigation into its themes, cultural relevance, and the broader conversation it ignites about education

and teacher appreciation.

Understanding "What Teachers Make" by Taylor Mali

Taylor Mali’s poem is not just a defense of teachers but a passionate assertion of their worth beyond

monetary compensation. The poem juxtaposes the societal undervaluing of teaching with the profound

influence teachers exert on their students and communities. Through a first-person narrative, Mali

challenges common misconceptions, especially the stereotype that teachers make little money and



thus contribute little value.

At its core, the poem is a rebuttal to a dinner party guest’s dismissive comment about teacher salaries,

which Mali uses as a springboard to illustrate the intangible yet powerful outcomes of teaching. By

emphasizing the ability of teachers to inspire, motivate, and shape minds, Mali reframes the debate

around teacher compensation to highlight the intrinsic rewards and societal contributions of the

profession.

Thematic Exploration and Literary Devices

Taylor Mali’s use of rhetorical questions, direct address, and vivid imagery crafts an engaging and

persuasive narrative. The poem’s tone oscillates between frustration, pride, and defiance, reflecting the

emotional complexity of educators’ experiences. Mali’s repetition of the question “What do you

make?” serves as a motif that underscores the tension between material and moral value.

Moreover, the poem’s rhythm and cadence echo the patterns of slam poetry, which emphasizes

performance and audience connection. This format allows Mali to deliver his message with immediacy

and impact, making the poem a favorite in educational circles, poetry slams, and social media

platforms.

The Cultural and Educational Impact of "What Teachers Make"

Since its release, "What Teachers Make" has been widely circulated in classrooms and teacher

training programs as a motivational tool and a conversation starter about the teaching profession. Its

popularity stems from its ability to articulate the frustrations many educators feel regarding public

perception and policy decisions affecting teacher pay and respect.



Influence on Teacher Advocacy

Taylor Mali’s poem has become emblematic of teacher advocacy movements that push for better

salaries, working conditions, and recognition. By humanizing the teaching profession and highlighting

educators' dedication, the poem supports arguments for increased investment in education. Teacher

unions and advocacy groups have leveraged the poem’s message to foster solidarity and public

support.

Reception Among Students and Educators

The poem resonates deeply with educators who see their daily struggles and triumphs mirrored in

Mali’s words. For students, it provides insight into the passion and commitment behind teaching, often

leading to greater appreciation for their teachers. The poem’s accessibility also makes it a useful

pedagogical tool for discussions about professions, societal values, and personal vocation.

Examining the Broader Context: Teacher Salaries and Societal

Value

While "What Teachers Make" passionately challenges the notion that teacher salaries reflect their

societal contributions, it also indirectly highlights ongoing debates about education funding and teacher

compensation in the United States and globally.

Teacher Salaries: Data and Comparisons

According to the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), the average public school teacher

salary in the U.S. was approximately $65,000 in recent years, though this figure varies widely by state,



district, and experience level. When compared to other professions requiring similar education levels,

teachers often earn less, fueling arguments about undervaluation.

International comparisons reveal even greater disparities. For example, countries like Finland and

South Korea, known for high-performing education systems, offer competitive salaries and strong

social prestige for teachers. Mali’s poem, while rooted in American experience, echoes a universal

concern about how societies value educators.

Pros and Cons of Public Perception on Teaching

Pros: The poem and similar advocacy efforts raise awareness about the dedication of teachers,

potentially leading to increased respect and better policy support.

Cons: Despite heightened awareness, structural challenges such as funding limitations and

political debates continue to impede significant salary increases and improved working

conditions.

The Role of Poetry and Performance in Educational Discourse

Taylor Mali’s success as a slam poet and educator underscores the power of art to influence public

opinion and professional identity. "What Teachers Make" exemplifies how poetry can serve as both a

personal expression and a persuasive tool in social discourse.



Poetry as a Medium for Advocacy

The performative nature of "What Teachers Make" allows it to transcend traditional academic or

political arguments, reaching audiences emotionally and intellectually. This approach helps bridge gaps

between policymakers, educators, and the public by humanizing abstract issues through storytelling

and creative expression.

Taylor Mali’s Contribution to Educational Dialogue

Beyond this poem, Mali’s work includes numerous writings and speeches that explore education,

motivation, and communication. His dual identity as a teacher and performer provides authenticity and

credibility, enriching conversations about the profession’s challenges and rewards.

What Teachers Make Taylor Mali: The Continuing Conversation

The phrase "what teachers make taylor mali" continues to be a touchstone in debates about education,

teacher worth, and societal priorities. While the poem does not resolve the complex issues surrounding

education funding, it serves as a catalyst for reflection and dialogue.

Its lasting impact lies in shifting the focus from monetary compensation alone to the broader, often

intangible, contributions teachers make—shaping lives, fostering critical thinking, and nurturing future

generations. In doing so, Taylor Mali’s poem remains relevant as both a piece of art and a call to

recognize and support the teaching profession in meaningful ways.
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