
submit science fiction short stories

Submit Science Fiction Short Stories: A Guide to Getting Your Work Published

Submit science fiction short stories might sound like a straightforward goal, but for many writers, it can

be a complex and sometimes daunting process. Whether you’re a seasoned author or a newcomer to

the genre, understanding where, how, and when to submit your work can make all the difference

between seeing your story in print or in a digital magazine, and watching it collect dust on your hard

drive. This article will walk you through the essentials of submitting science fiction short stories,

offering practical advice and insights to help you navigate the submission landscape with confidence.

Why You Should Submit Science Fiction Short Stories

Before diving into the submission process, it’s worth exploring why submitting your work is an

important step. Science fiction is a vibrant and evolving genre that thrives on fresh ideas and

imaginative storytelling. By submitting your stories, you not only share your vision with a wider

audience but also build your writing credentials and connect with a community of like-minded readers

and writers.

Publishing short stories in magazines, anthologies, or online platforms can lead to greater visibility,

potential financial rewards, and valuable feedback. Plus, it creates opportunities for networking with

editors, publishers, and other authors, which can be crucial for those looking to expand their writing

career.

Understanding the Market for Science Fiction Short Stories

The market for science fiction short stories is diverse and dynamic. It includes a mix of traditional print



magazines, online magazines, anthologies, contests, and even self-publishing options. Knowing where

to submit your story requires research and patience.

Types of Markets to Consider

Speculative Fiction Magazines: These publications specialize in science fiction, fantasy, and

horror. Examples include Analog Science Fiction and Fact, Asimov’s Science Fiction, and

Clarkesworld Magazine. They often have dedicated submission guidelines and pay rates.

Online Magazines and E-Zines: Online platforms like Lightspeed or Uncanny Magazine offer wide

reach and sometimes faster publication times. They often accept shorter or experimental pieces.

Anthologies and Themed Collections: These collections focus on specific themes or topics within

science fiction. Submitting to anthologies can be competitive but rewarding, as they often have a

curated audience.

Writing Contests: Many organizations and magazines hold contests for science fiction short

stories, often with prize money and publication opportunities.

Self-Publishing Platforms: Writers can also publish their stories independently via platforms like

Amazon Kindle Direct Publishing or Wattpad, though this route requires more self-promotion.

How to Prepare Your Science Fiction Short Story for

Submission



Submitting a polished, professional story is crucial. Editors receive countless submissions, so making

yours stand out in terms of quality and presentation enhances your chances.

Editing and Proofreading

Take the time to revise your story carefully. Look for plot holes, inconsistent character behavior, or

pacing issues. Grammar and spelling mistakes can distract readers and editors, so consider using

tools like Grammarly or asking a trusted friend for feedback.

Formatting Your Manuscript

Each publication will have specific formatting guidelines, but some general rules apply:

Use a readable font like Times New Roman or Arial, size 12.

Double-space your text for easy reading.

Include your name, contact information, and story title on the first page.

Number your pages.

Follow any specific instructions about file type (usually .doc or .docx) and length.

Writing a Strong Cover Letter



Your cover letter is your first impression. Keep it brief and professional, including:

A polite greeting and mention of the publication.

The title and word count of your story.

A short bio if relevant (especially if you have previous publications).

A thank you for considering your work.

Avoid unnecessary personal details or elaborate explanations about your story.

Where to Submit Science Fiction Short Stories

Knowing the right markets to target is key. Here are some reputable venues that regularly accept

science fiction short stories:

Top Science Fiction Magazines

Analog Science Fiction and Fact: Known for hard science fiction and stories grounded in

scientific plausibility.

Asimov’s Science Fiction: Celebrated for character-driven and imaginative stories.

Clarkesworld Magazine: An online magazine with a broad readership and strong reputation.



Lightspeed Magazine: Publishes diverse science fiction and fantasy stories with an emphasis on

innovation.

Other Notable Publications and Platforms

Uncanny Magazine: Focuses on inclusive and diverse voices within speculative fiction.

Strange Horizons: Welcomes experimental and genre-bending stories.

Daily Science Fiction: Offers fast publication and wide exposure for shorter works.

Tips for Increasing Your Chances of Acceptance

Submitting science fiction short stories successfully often takes persistence and strategy. Here are

some tips to keep in mind:

Follow Submission Guidelines Closely

Editors appreciate submissions that adhere strictly to their guidelines. Ignoring length limits or

formatting instructions can lead to immediate rejection.



Target the Right Markets

Match your story’s style and theme to the publication’s preferences. Reading back issues or sample

stories can give you a sense of what each outlet favors.

Be Patient and Professional

Response times can vary wildly—from a few weeks to several months. Avoid pestering editors with

follow-up emails unless the submission window has passed significantly.

Keep Writing and Submitting

Rejection is part of the process. Use any feedback constructively and keep honing your craft. The

more you submit, the better your chances of success.

Consider Simultaneous Submissions Carefully

Some markets allow simultaneous submissions (sending the same story to multiple places at once),

but you must notify editors immediately if your story is accepted elsewhere.

Leveraging Online Communities and Resources

The internet offers a wealth of resources to help writers submit science fiction short stories. Websites

like Duotrope and Submission Grinder compile updated lists of markets and contests. Forums such as

r/scifiwriting on Reddit provide peer support and advice.



Joining writing groups or workshops can also provide critical feedback and encouragement. Engaging

with the science fiction community can inspire new ideas and keep you motivated.

Tracking Your Submissions

Keeping a detailed log of where and when you submit your stories, along with responses and

deadlines, helps manage multiple submissions and follow-ups. Simple spreadsheets or dedicated apps

can streamline this process.

---

Whether you’re eager to share your unique vision of the future or simply want to see your name in

print, the path to submit science fiction short stories is filled with opportunities and learning

experiences. With persistence, preparation, and a bit of patience, you can navigate the submission

world and watch your stories reach readers who crave imaginative journeys beyond the ordinary.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I submit my science fiction short stories for publication?

You can submit your science fiction short stories to magazines like Asimov's Science Fiction,

Clarkesworld, and Analog Science Fiction and Fact. Additionally, websites such as Daily Science

Fiction and Tor.com also accept submissions.

What are the typical word count requirements for submitting science

fiction short stories?

Most science fiction magazines prefer short stories between 1,000 and 7,500 words. However, some

markets accept flash fiction under 1,000 words or novelettes up to 17,500 words. Always check the



specific submission guidelines of each publisher.

Do I need to pay any fees to submit my science fiction short stories?

Reputable magazines and publishers generally do not charge submission fees for science fiction short

stories. Be cautious of any publication asking for payment upfront, as many legitimate markets do not

require fees.

What are some tips for increasing the chances of my science fiction

short story being accepted?

To improve your chances, carefully read and follow submission guidelines, craft a compelling and

original story, proofread thoroughly, and research the publication's style and audience to tailor your

work accordingly.

Can I submit the same science fiction short story to multiple

magazines simultaneously?

Most markets prefer exclusive submissions, meaning you should submit to only one magazine at a

time. If you want to submit simultaneously, look for markets that explicitly allow multiple submissions

and always notify editors if your story is accepted elsewhere.

Additional Resources

Submit Science Fiction Short Stories: Navigating the Landscape of Publishing Opportunities

Submit science fiction short stories is a phrase that resonates strongly with writers who are eager to

share their imaginative narratives with a wider audience. The science fiction genre, known for its

speculative concepts and futuristic themes, offers fertile ground for exploring complex ideas about

technology, society, and the human condition. For aspiring and established authors alike,

understanding where and how to submit their work is crucial for gaining visibility, credibility, and



possibly financial reward. This article delves into the evolving world of science fiction short story

submissions, highlighting key platforms, submission strategies, and industry trends that writers should

consider.

The Importance of Choosing the Right Venue to Submit

Science Fiction Short Stories

When authors submit science fiction short stories, the choice of publication platform significantly

impacts their exposure and career trajectory. The genre’s diversity—from hard science fiction to

dystopian futures and cyberpunk—means that different magazines, anthologies, and online platforms

cater to distinct reader demographics and editorial preferences. Identifying venues that align with the

tone, style, and thematic concerns of a story can increase the likelihood of acceptance.

Traditional print magazines such as Asimov’s Science Fiction, Analog Science Fiction and Fact, and

The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction continue to be prestigious outlets for short fiction, often

providing substantial pay rates and a dedicated readership. However, the rise of digital platforms has

democratized access to publishing, creating opportunities for new voices through websites like

Clarkesworld, Lightspeed, and Tor.com. These platforms often embrace innovative storytelling formats

and experimental ideas that might not fit the editorial mold of legacy magazines.

Submission Guidelines and Industry Standards

Understanding submission guidelines is fundamental for authors eager to submit science fiction short

stories. Most reputable outlets provide detailed instructions regarding word count, formatting, and

simultaneous submissions. Typically, science fiction short stories range from 1,000 to 7,500 words,

with some venues accepting flash fiction under 1,000 words or novelettes up to 17,500 words.

Authors are advised to carefully review each publication’s guidelines to avoid automatic rejections. For



instance, some magazines prefer exclusive submissions, meaning a story cannot be under

consideration elsewhere simultaneously. Others allow simultaneous submissions but request prompt

notification if the story is accepted elsewhere. Additionally, proper manuscript formatting—standard

fonts, double-spacing, and clear contact information—can influence editors’ perceptions positively.

Platforms and Markets for Submitting Science Fiction Short

Stories

The landscape for submitting science fiction short stories is broad and varied, encompassing traditional

print markets, online magazines, competitions, and anthologies.

Print Magazines and Journals

Print magazines have long been bastions of science fiction literary culture. Publications like Asimov’s

and Analog have shaped the genre by discovering and promoting major authors. These magazines

often offer professional payment rates and are highly selective, which can enhance a writer’s portfolio

when accepted.

Advantages:

Prestige and industry recognition

Access to established readerships

Professional editing and exposure



Disadvantages:

High competition and strict standards

Longer response times

Limited word count constraints

Online Science Fiction Markets

Digital publications have expanded rapidly, providing more inclusive and diverse opportunities. Sites

like Clarkesworld and Lightspeed are known for high-quality fiction and often pay professional rates.

They are also more open to experimental storytelling and diverse voices, reflecting contemporary

trends in the genre.

Advantages:

Faster response times

Broader thematic acceptance

Global accessibility for readers and writers

Disadvantages:

Variable pay scales, sometimes lower than print



Occasional issues with rights and exclusivity

Science Fiction Anthologies and Competitions

Submitting to anthologies or entering competitions can be a strategic move for writers seeking visibility

or prizes. Anthologies often focus on a theme or subgenre, such as post-apocalyptic stories or space

operas, allowing targeted submissions. Competitions may offer cash prizes, publication, or both.

Key considerations include:

Reading past anthology themes to ensure fit

Understanding entry fees and prize structures in contests

Evaluating rights agreements carefully

Optimizing Submission Success: Tips for Writers

Aside from selecting the right market, authors can enhance their chances by adopting disciplined

submission practices.

Research and Targeting

Writers should maintain a curated list of markets that regularly publish science fiction short stories



resembling their style. Resources like the Science Fiction & Fantasy Writers Association (SFWA)

market listings and Duotrope offer comprehensive databases of active markets with submission

statistics and guidelines.

Polishing the Manuscript

Before submitting, rigorous editing and beta reading are essential. Editors value originality, clarity, and

polished prose. Authors should also ensure that their story stands out with a strong hook and well-

developed characters, even within the confines of short fiction.

Tracking Submissions

Using spreadsheets or submission tracking tools helps writers manage simultaneous submissions,

deadlines, and response timelines. This organizational step prevents accidental multiple submissions

to exclusive markets and allows timely follow-ups or withdrawals.

Emerging Trends in Science Fiction Short Story Submissions

The science fiction publishing industry is evolving, influenced by technological advancements and

changing reader preferences. A noticeable trend is the rise of multimedia storytelling, where short

stories are accompanied by audio or visual elements, particularly on digital platforms. Podcasts and

interactive ebooks are increasingly popular venues, expanding the definition of what it means to submit

science fiction short stories.

Another trend is the growing emphasis on diversity and inclusion. Editors actively seek stories from

underrepresented voices, including marginalized ethnicities, genders, and global perspectives. Writers

who can authentically represent diverse experiences may find new opportunities emerging in this



climate.

Self-Publishing and Independent Platforms

While traditional submissions remain dominant, some writers choose to self-publish their science fiction

short stories through platforms like Amazon Kindle Direct Publishing or Wattpad. This approach offers

complete creative control and faster publication but requires authors to manage marketing and

distribution independently.

Pros of self-publishing:

Immediate publication

Higher royalty rates

Direct engagement with readers

Cons of self-publishing:

Limited editorial support

Challenges in gaining visibility

Potential stigma in certain circles

Each method of submission or publication carries its own set of advantages and challenges. Writers

must weigh these factors against their goals, whether they seek prestige, financial reward, or creative



freedom.

In summary, the act to submit science fiction short stories is more than a mere transactional step; it

involves strategic selection, adherence to industry norms, and an understanding of evolving market

dynamics. For authors committed to the genre, navigating these waters thoughtfully can open doors to

rewarding publication experiences and meaningful connections with the global science fiction

community.
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