
st louis cemetery no 1 self guided tour

**Exploring History and Mystery: A St Louis Cemetery No 1 Self Guided Tour**

st louis cemetery no 1 self guided tour offers a unique way to explore one of New Orleans’ most

iconic and historic burial grounds at your own pace. Unlike group tours, a self-guided experience

allows you to immerse yourself deeply in the rich tapestry of stories, architecture, and legend that this

cemetery holds. Whether you're a history buff, a fan of New Orleans culture, or simply curious about

the city’s unique above-ground tombs, this approach offers flexibility combined with powerful insights.

Discovering the Charm of St Louis Cemetery No 1

St Louis Cemetery No 1, established in 1789, is the oldest cemetery in New Orleans and holds the

remains of many notable figures, including the famous voodoo queen Marie Laveau. Its distinctive

above-ground tombs, narrow pathways, and weathered stones tell stories of centuries past, reflecting

the city’s diverse cultural heritage. The cemetery’s location in the French Quarter adds to its allure,

blending the haunting with the historic.

Opting for a self-guided tour here means you can take your time wandering through the rows of

mausoleums, reading inscriptions, and soaking in the atmosphere without the pressure of a scheduled

itinerary.

Why Choose a St Louis Cemetery No 1 Self Guided Tour?



Freedom to Explore at Your Own Pace

One of the biggest advantages of a self-guided tour is the freedom it grants. Unlike guided group

tours, you’re not tied to a strict schedule or route. You can linger at tombs that fascinate you, skip

areas that don’t, and revisit spots that spark your interest. This relaxed strolling allows for a more

personal connection with the site.

Access to Detailed Maps and Audio Guides

Many self-guided tours come with downloadable maps or smartphone apps loaded with detailed

information. These resources often include historical facts, anecdotes, and even ghost stories related

to various tombs. With these tools, you essentially become your own guide, learning as you go and

controlling what you want to focus on.

Enhanced Safety and Compliance

St Louis Cemetery No 1 has certain access restrictions, and due to preservation efforts, some areas

are off-limits without official permission. Self-guided tours typically come with clear instructions on

where visitors can go, ensuring you respect the cemetery’s rules while still experiencing its highlights.

Highlights to See on Your Self Guided Tour

The Tomb of Marie Laveau

No visit to St Louis Cemetery No 1 is complete without stopping by the tomb of Marie Laveau, the



legendary voodoo priestess. Visitors often leave offerings and marks on her tomb, believing it brings

good fortune. Your self-guided tour can include stories about her life and the myths surrounding her,

adding a layer of mystique to your visit.

Historic Family Tombs

The cemetery is home to numerous family vaults that showcase the architectural styles of different

eras. From Greek Revival pediments to wrought iron details, these tombs tell the stories of the city’s

elite families. On your self-guided walk, you’ll notice the intricate craftsmanship and symbolism etched

into the stones.

The Vault of Homer Plessy

Homer Plessy, a civil rights activist famous for the Plessy v. Ferguson case, is also buried here. His

tomb is a powerful reminder of New Orleans’ complex history with race and justice. Learning about his

legacy during your self-guided tour enriches your understanding of the city’s social fabric.

Tips for an Enjoyable and Respectful Visit

Plan Your Route: Download a map or guide before you arrive to ensure you don’t miss key

highlights.

Wear Comfortable Shoes: The cemetery paths can be uneven and require walking, so dress

accordingly.

Respect the Rules: Stay on designated paths, avoid touching fragile tombs, and follow any



posted guidelines.

Visit Early or Late: To avoid crowds and capture the atmospheric light, try visiting early in the

morning or late in the afternoon.

Bring Water and Sun Protection: New Orleans can be hot and humid, so stay hydrated and

protect yourself from the sun during your tour.

Understanding the Cultural Significance

St Louis Cemetery No 1 is more than just a collection of graves; it’s a cultural landmark that reflects

New Orleans’ unique blend of French, Spanish, African, and Creole influences. The cemetery’s above-

ground tombs are a practical response to the city’s high water table, but they also create a distinctive

atmosphere unlike any other burial site in the U.S.

The stories you encounter during your self-guided tour illustrate the city’s history of resilience, tradition,

and spirituality. From voodoo practices to the legacy of jazz musicians and civil rights figures, the

cemetery acts as a cultural archive open to those willing to explore it thoughtfully.

Planning Your Visit: Practical Considerations

How to Get There

St Louis Cemetery No 1 is located just off Basin Street in the French Quarter, making it easily

accessible on foot if you’re staying nearby. Public transportation and ride-sharing services are also



convenient options. Parking can be limited, so plan accordingly.

Entry Requirements

Access to the cemetery is controlled due to preservation concerns. While guided tours are common,

self-guided tours are permitted if you obtain the necessary permissions or use approved materials.

Check the latest visitor guidelines from local authorities or the New Orleans Historic Cemeteries

website before your visit.

Best Time to Visit

The cemetery is open during daylight hours, with the best experiences often occurring in the morning

when it’s quieter and less crowded. Evening visits have a spooky appeal but are usually not allowed

due to safety reasons.

Enhancing Your Experience with Nearby Attractions

While the cemetery itself is a captivating destination, the surrounding French Quarter offers plenty to

complement your visit. After your self-guided tour, consider exploring:

Jackson Square: A historic park surrounded by iconic buildings and street performers.

French Market: A vibrant marketplace with local crafts, food, and souvenirs.

Royal Street: Known for its art galleries, antique shops, and street musicians.



Local Cafés and Restaurants: Enjoy classic Creole cuisine to round out your day.

These nearby spots provide a fuller picture of New Orleans’ culture and history, making your self-

guided cemetery tour part of a rich, immersive experience.

---

Taking a st louis cemetery no 1 self guided tour is an enriching way to connect with New Orleans’ past

on your own terms. It invites you to slow down, absorb stories, and appreciate the artistry of this

historic resting place. Whether you’re drawn by history, architecture, or the city’s mystical aura, a self-

guided exploration offers a personal and memorable journey through one of the most fascinating

cemeteries in the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 and why is it famous?

St. Louis Cemetery No. 1 is the oldest and most famous cemetery in New Orleans, known for its

above-ground tombs and as the final resting place of notable figures like Voodoo priestess Marie

Laveau.

Can I do a self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1?

Yes, self-guided tours are possible, but access is limited and visitors must enter through a nearby

location with permits. It is important to follow local rules and respect the site.

Where do I get permission or a permit for a self-guided tour of St.



Louis Cemetery No. 1?

Permits are typically required from the Archdiocese of New Orleans, which manages the cemetery.

Visitors should check official sources or visitor centers for current permit requirements and procedures.

What are some key sites to see on a self-guided tour in St. Louis

Cemetery No. 1?

Key sites include the tomb of Marie Laveau, the resting place of Homer Plessy, and historic family

vaults showcasing unique above-ground burial architecture.

Are there any safety tips for visitors doing a self-guided tour of St.

Louis Cemetery No. 1?

Visitors should stay on designated paths, avoid touching or climbing on tombs, visit during daylight

hours, and be aware of their surroundings to ensure a safe and respectful experience.

How long does a typical self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery No. 1

take?

A self-guided tour usually takes about 45 minutes to an hour, depending on how much time is spent

reading plaques and exploring the tombs.

Is photography allowed during a self-guided tour of St. Louis Cemetery

No. 1?

Yes, photography is generally allowed, but visitors should be respectful, avoid using flash on delicate

surfaces, and not disturb other visitors or ceremonies.



Additional Resources

**Exploring History and Mystery: The St Louis Cemetery No 1 Self Guided Tour**

st louis cemetery no 1 self guided tour offers visitors a unique opportunity to explore one of New

Orleans’ most iconic and historic burial grounds at their own pace. Known for its above-ground tombs

and rich cultural significance, this cemetery provides an immersive experience into the city’s past,

traditions, and legends without the constraints of a guided group tour. For those interested in history,

architecture, or the supernatural, embarking on a self guided tour of St Louis Cemetery No 1 reveals

layers of stories that are both tangible and enigmatic.

The Significance of St Louis Cemetery No 1

Established in 1789, St Louis Cemetery No 1 is the oldest municipal cemetery in New Orleans and

arguably one of the most famous in the United States. It serves as the final resting place for many

notable figures, including the legendary voodoo priestess Marie Laveau. The cemetery’s distinctive

above-ground tombs, often referred to as “cities of the dead,” are a response to the city’s high water

table, which makes traditional underground burials impractical. This architectural adaptation has

become a hallmark of New Orleans’ burial culture and a point of fascination for visitors.

The cemetery is also steeped in local folklore and ghost stories. Tales of hauntings and supernatural

encounters have added an aura of mystery, contributing to the cemetery’s appeal beyond its historical

and cultural importance. While guided tours are popular for their storytelling and expert insight, the self

guided option allows visitors to explore the grounds independently, enabling a personalized and

reflective experience.

Advantages of a Self Guided Tour



Choosing a St Louis Cemetery No 1 self guided tour offers several notable advantages:

Flexibility: Visitors can explore at their own pace, spending more time on particular tombs or

areas of interest without feeling rushed or confined to a group schedule.

Privacy: A self guided tour provides a quieter, less crowded experience, allowing for personal

reflection or photography without interruptions.

Cost-effective: Many self guided tours require only a modest fee or even just the purchase of an

entry ticket, avoiding the premium costs associated with guided tours.

Customization: Tourists can tailor their visit based on individual preferences, whether focusing on

architectural elements, historical figures, or voodoo lore.

Despite these benefits, visitors should be aware that self guided tours lack the contextual depth and

anecdotes a professional guide can provide. Without background knowledge, some of the cemetery’s

rich history and symbolism might be overlooked.

Accessibility and Regulations

Access to St Louis Cemetery No 1 has been historically restricted due to preservation efforts and

security concerns. For many years, entry was only permitted through licensed guided tours. Recently,

however, self guided tours have become more accessible, though visitors must still adhere to certain

regulations to protect the site:

Respect for tombs and gravesites is mandatory; touching or climbing on structures is prohibited.



Photography is generally allowed but should be conducted respectfully, avoiding flash and

intrusive setups.

Visitors may need to register or purchase an entry pass at designated locations nearby.

Opening hours are limited, often aligning with daylight to ensure safety and preservation.

Understanding these guidelines is crucial for a smooth and respectful visit.

Planning Your Self Guided Experience

To maximize the benefits of a St Louis Cemetery No 1 self guided tour, proper preparation is key.

Unlike guided tours, where a knowledgeable narrator provides historical context, self guided visitors

should consider carrying resources such as maps, brochures, or mobile apps designed for cemetery

exploration.

Useful Tools and Resources

Several resources can enhance a self guided tour:

Printed Maps: Available at visitor centers or online, these maps outline notable tombs and

sections.

Mobile Apps: Some apps offer GPS-enabled tours with detailed descriptions and audio

commentary for key sites.



Guidebooks: Books on New Orleans cemeteries can provide deeper historical background and

highlight important figures buried within.

Online Resources: Websites and blogs often share insider tips, historical facts, and visitor

experiences that enrich the tour.

Using these tools can transform a simple walk through the cemetery into a comprehensive historical

exploration.

Key Highlights to Include in Your Tour

A self guided tour should prioritize certain landmarks within St Louis Cemetery No 1 to capture its

historical and cultural essence:

Marie Laveau’s Tomb: Arguably the cemetery’s most famous grave, the tomb of the Voodoo1.

Queen is a magnet for visitors seeking to connect with New Orleans’ mystical heritage.

The Pontalba Family Tomb: Known for its distinctive architecture, this tomb showcases the2.

elaborate design typical of wealthy families of the era.

John Howard’s Tomb: This structure is noted for its classical style and historical significance.3.

Various Above-Ground Tombs: The “cities of the dead” offer an architectural tour in themselves,4.

illustrating burial customs adapted for the region’s environment.

By focusing on these points, visitors gain insight into the social, cultural, and architectural narratives



embedded within the cemetery.

Challenges and Considerations of a Self Guided Tour

While the self guided option provides autonomy, it is not without challenges:

Limited Interpretive Information: Without a guide, some nuances of the cemetery’s history or

symbolism might be missed.

Navigation Difficulties: The labyrinthine layout can be confusing, especially for first-time visitors.

Safety Concerns: As with any historic site, uneven ground and fragile structures require cautious

movement.

To mitigate these issues, it is advisable to prepare thoroughly, use available resources, and remain

vigilant during the visit.

Comparing Guided vs. Self Guided Tours

In deciding between a guided and self guided experience, visitors should weigh their priorities:

Aspect Guided Tour Self Guided Tour

Cost Generally higher due to expert services Lower; often just entry fees

Information Depth In-depth historical and cultural context Depends on visitor’s preparation

Pace Fixed; group-dependent Flexible; self-determined



Interaction Opportunities to ask questions Solitary or with companions

Experience Structured, storytelling-driven Personalized and reflective

Both formats have unique merits, but the self guided tour is ideal for travelers seeking autonomy and a

contemplative atmosphere.

Preservation and Ethical Tourism

St Louis Cemetery No 1 is not merely a tourist attraction but a sacred site requiring respectful

treatment. Preservation efforts focus on maintaining the integrity of the tombs and preventing damage

caused by increased visitation. Ethical tourism practices include:

Refraining from touching or sitting on tombs.

Respecting quiet and solemnity appropriate for a cemetery.

Following all posted rules and guidelines.

Supporting local preservation initiatives through donations or purchasing official materials.

Visitors who adhere to these principles contribute to the ongoing protection of this historic landmark.

The St Louis Cemetery No 1 self guided tour invites exploration beyond the surface, allowing visitors

to engage with New Orleans’ layered history, cultural diversity, and mystical traditions. Whether drawn

by the architectural marvels, the stories of prominent New Orleanians, or the allure of the supernatural,

a carefully planned self guided visit can be both enlightening and memorable.
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