COLDEST TEMPERATURE IN NJ HISTORY

**THe CoLDEST TEMPERATURE IN NJ HisTorY: A Deep DIVE INTO NEW JERSEY’S RECORD-BREAKING CHILL**

COLDEST TEMPERATURE IN NJ HISTORY IS A FASCINATING AND SOMETIMES SURPRISING TOPIC, ESPECIALLY FOR THOSE WHO THINK
OF NE\X/JERSEY AS A STATE WITH RELATIVELY MILD WINTERS COMPARED TO THE NORTHERNMOST PARTS OF THE U.S. WHILE
THE GARDEN STATE EXPERIENCES ITS FAIR SHARE OF CHILLY DAYS, NE\X/JERSEY/S HISTORICAL WEATHER RECORDS REVEAL SOME
TRULY EXTREME COLD SNAPS THAT HAVE TESTED RESIDENTS’ RESILIENCE AND SHAPED LOCAL WINTER PREPAREDNESS.

LET’S EXPLORE THE DETAILS BEHIND THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE EVER RECORDED IN NE\X/JERSEY, HOW IT COMPARES TO OTHER
STATES, AND WHAT FACTORS CONTRIBUTED TO SUCH AN INTENSE FREEZE. ALONG THE WAY, WE’LL SHARE SOME TIPS ON
STAYING SAFE DURING EXTREME COLD SPELLS AND INSIGHTS INTO THE CLIMATIC PATTERNS THAT CAN CAUSE THESE RARE BUT
IMPACTFUL EVENTS.

UNDERSTANDING NEW JERSEY’S CLIMATE AND W/INTER \WEATHER PATTERNS

NE\X/JERSEY)S CLIMATE IS CLASSIFIED AS HUMID SUBTROPICAL IN THE SOUTHERN PARTS AND HUMID CONTINENTAL IN THE NORTH.
THIS MEANS WINTERS CAN BE QUITE VARIABLE, RANGING FROM RELATIVELY MILD AND WET TO COLD AND SNOWY. THE
PROXIMITY TO THE ATLANTIC OCEAN OFTEN MODERATES TEMPERATURES, ESPECIALLY ALONG THE COAST, WHICH IS WHY
SEVERE COLD IS LESS COMMON THAN IN INLAND STATES.

HO\X/EVER, NE\X/JERSEY IS NO STRANGER TO COLD AIR MASSES DESCENDING FROM CANADA, ESPECIALLY DURING STRONG ARCTIC
BLASTS THAT SWEEP THROUGH THE NORTHEAST. DURING THESE TIMES, TEMPERATURES CAN DROP DRASTICALLY, LEADING TO
RECORD LOWS.

WHAT CAUsEs REcorD Low TEMPERATURES?

SEVERAL METEOROLOGICAL FACTORS CONTRIBUTE TO EXTREME COLD EVENTS IN NE\X/JERSEYZ

- ¥%¥ ARCTIC AIR MASSES®*: ORIGINATING IN THE POLAR REGIONS, THESE COLD, DENSE AIR MASSES MOVE SOUTHWARD,
BRINGING FRIGID CONDITIONS.

- ¥*¥CLeAR Skies AND CALM WINDS®¥: AT NIGHT, CLEAR SKIES ALLOW HEAT TO RADIATE AWAY FROM THE SURFACE, AND
CALM WINDS PREVENT MIXING, CAUSING TEMPERATURES TO PLUMMET.

- **Snow CoVER®*: SNOW REFLECTS SUNLIGHT AND COOLS THE AIR NEAR THE SURFACE, HELPING SUSTAIN LOWER
TEMPERATURES.

- ¥*¥TopoGRAPHY ¥ *: ELEVATED AREAS IN NORTHERN NEW JERSEY TEND TO BE COLDER THAN COASTAL REGIONS BECAUSE OF
ALTITUDE AND DISTANCE FROM THE OCEAN’S MODERATING INFLUENCE.

UNDERSTANDING THESE FACTORS HELPS EXPLAIN WHY CERTAIN LOCATIONS IN NE\)VJERSEY ARE MORE PRONE TO COLDER
TEMPERATURES.

THE CoLbesT TEMPERATURE IN NJ HisTORY: WHAT Is THE RECORD?

SO, WHAT EXACTLY IS THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE EVER RECORDED IN NEW JERSEY? THE STATE’S OFFICIAL RECORD LOW
TEMPERATURE STANDS AT A CHILLING **¥—=34°F (—=364.7°C)**. THIS BONE-CHILLING MARK WAS SET IN THE NORTHWESTERN
PART OF THE STATE, SPECIFICALLY IN THE TOWN OF **RUTHERFORD* ¥ ON JaNUuARY 5, 1904.

THIS HISTORIC LOW IS REMARKABLE BECAUSE IT HIGHLIGHTS HOW COLD IT CAN GET EVEN IN A STATE OFTEN OVERSHADOWED BY
THE EXTREME WEATHER OF NEW ENGLAND OR THE MIDWEST. RUTHERFORD’S RECORD IS A TESTAMENT TO THE INTENSE ARCTIC
OUTBREAKS THAT CAN REACH FAR SOUTH INTO THE MID-ATLANTIC.



CoMPARING THE RecorD Low To OTHER STATES

W/HEN YOU COMPARE NE\X/JERSEY)S COLDEST TEMPERATURE TO THOSE OF NEIGHBORING STATES, YOU SEE SOME INTERESTING
CONTRASTS:

- ¥*New YORk®*: THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE RECORDED WAS —52°F IN OLD Forae, NY.
- ¥**¥PeNNsYLVANIAK¥: THE STATE RECORD LOW IS =4 2°F IN SMETHPORT, PA.

- ¥**¥DeL AWARE®¥*: THE COLDEST RECORDED TEMPERATURE IS — 17°F IN MiLLSBORO, DE.

W/HILE NEw JERSEY’S —34°F IS NOT THE COLDEST IN THE REGION, IT’S STILL SIGNIFICANTLY BELOW FREEZING AND CAPABLE OF
CAUSING SERIOUS CHALLENGES FOR RESIDENTS AND INFRASTRUCTURE.

How THE CoLDEST TEMPERATURE IN N) HISTORY AFFECTED THE STATE

EXTREME COLD TEMPERATURES LIKE THE —34°F READING IN 1904 HAVE WIDE-REACHING IMPACTS ON EVERYDAY LIFE,
INFRASTRUCTURE, AND ECOSYSTEMS.

INFRASTRUCTURE AND UTILITIES

- ¥ ¥\ ATER PIPES®**: EXTREME COLD CAN CAUSE PIPES TO FREEZE AND BURST, LEADING TO COSTLY REPAIRS AND WATER
DAMAGE.

- **ENERGY DEMAND® *: HEATING NEEDS SOAR DURING SUCH COLD SPELLS, PUTTING PRESSURE ON THE ELECTRIC GRID AND
NATURAL GAS SUPPLIES.

- ¥*¥TRANSPORTATION®**: |CY ROADS AND FROZEN EQUIPMENT CAN DISRUPT TRAVEL AND COMMERCE.

HUMAN HEALTH AND SAFETY

CoOLD TEMPERATURES INCREASE THE RISK OF HYPOTHERMIA AND FROSTBITE, ESPECIALLY FOR VULNERABLE POPULATIONS SUCH
AS THE ELDERLY AND HOMELESS. DURING HISTORIC COLD SNAPS, LOCAL GOVERNMENTS OFTEN OPEN W ARMING CENTERS AND
ADVISE RESIDENTS TO TAKE PRECAUTIONS.

W ILDLIFE AND AGRICULTURE

FROST-SENSITIVE CROPS AND LOCAL WILDLIFE CAN SUFFER DURING PROLONGED FREEZES. FARMERS MAY LOSE HARVESTS, AND
ANIMALS IN THE WILD FACE SURVIVAL CHALLENGES DUE TO SCARCE FOOD AND SHELTER.

PREPARING FOR NEW JERSEY’S COLDEST WEATHER: TIPS AND INSIGHTS

\W/HILE THE RECORD LOW OF —34°F IS RARE, NEW JERSEY RESIDENTS SHOULD STILL BE PREPARED FOR HARSH WINTER
CONDITIONS. HERE ARE PRACTICAL TIPS TO STAY SAFE AND COMFORTABLE DURING EXTREME COLD:

HoMe PREPAREDNESS

- **|NSULATE PIPES®**: PROTECT OUTDOOR AND INDOOR PIPES WITH INSULATION TO PREVENT FREEZING.
- ¥*¥SeaL DRAFTS™*: USE WEATHERSTRIPPING AND CAULKING ON WINDOWS AND DOORS TO KEEP WARM AIR IN.



- ¥*HEATING SYSTEMS®*: MAINTAIN AND INSPECT FURNACE AND HEATING EQUIPMENT BEFORE WINTER ARRIVES.

PERSONAL SAFETY

- **Dress IN LAYERS®*: MULTIPLE LAYERS TRAP HEAT AND PROVIDE BETTER INSULATION.
- ¥ ¥ MT OUTDOOR EXPOSURE® *: AVOID PROLONGED TIME OUTSIDE DURING EXTREME COLD.
- ¥*¥EMERGENCY KIT**: Keep BLANKETS, FLASHLIGHTS, BATTERIES, AND NON-PERISHABLE FOOD IN CASE OF POWER OUTAGES.

VEHICLE PREPARATION

- **\V/INTERIZE YOUR CAR®*: CHECK ANTIFREEZE LEVELS, BATTERY HEALTH, AND TIRE TREAD.
- ¥¥Keep SUPPLIES®*: CARRY A WINTER EMERGENCY KIT INCLUDING A SHOVEL, ICE SCRAPER, AND EXTRA CLOTHING.

THE FUTURE oF NEw JErsSEY’s CLIMATE AND CoLb RECORDS

CLIMATE CHANGE IS INFLUENCING WEATHER PATTERNS ACROSS THE GLOBE, INCLUDING IN NE\X/JERSEY. W/HILE GLOBAL WARMING
TENDS TO INCREASE AVERAGE TEMPERATURES, IT CAN ALSO LEAD TO MORE EXTREME WEATHER EVENTS, INCLUDING UNUSUAL
COLD SNAPS DUE TO DISRUPTIONS IN THE POLAR VORTEX AND JET STREAM.

METEOROLOGISTS ARE WATCHING CLOSELY TO SEE HOW THESE PATTERNS EVOLVE, BUT FOR NOW , UNDERSTANDING PAST
RECORDS LIKE THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE IN N_J HISTORY HELPS COMMUNITIES STAY INFORMED AND PREPARED.

TRACKING WEATHER RECORDS AND STAYING INFORMED

MODERN TECHNOLOGY ALLOWS RESIDENTS TO MONITOR WEATHER CONDITIONS IN REAL-TIME THROUGH APPS AND WEBSITES.
STAYING UPDATED ON FORECASTS AND WARNINGS CAN MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE IN SAFELY NAVIGATING NE\X/JERSEY’S WINTER
\WEATHER.

LoCAL AUTHORITIES AND THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE PROVIDE CRUCIAL ALERTS ABOUT UPCOMING COLD FRONTS OR
STORMS, SO PAYING ATTENTION TO THESE SOURCES IS ALWAYS A GOOD IDEA.

NE\X/JERSEY’S COLDEST TEMPERATURE RECORD IS A STARK REMINDER THAT EVEN STATES WITH MODERATE CLIMATES CAN
EXPERIENCE SEVERE WINTER CONDITIONS. WHETHER YOU’RE A LONG-TIME RESIDENT OR NEW TO THE GARDEN STATE, KEEPING AN
EYE ON WEATHER HISTORY AND PREPARING FOR THE UNEXPECTED COLD CAN ENSURE COMFORT AND SAFETY DURING THE CHILLIEST
DAYS.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE EVER RECORDED IN NEW JERSEY?

THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE EVER RECORDED IN NEW JERSEY IS -34°F (-36.7°C).

\WHEN WAS THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE IN NEW _JERSEY HISTORY RECORDED?

THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE IN NEW JERSEY HISTORY WAS RECORDED ON JANUARY 5, 1904.



\WHERE IN NEW JERSEY WAS THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE RECORDED?

THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE IN NEW JERSEY WAS RECORDED IN RIVER V ALE, LOCATED IN BERGEN COUNTY.

How poes New JERSEYIS COLDEST TEMPERATURE COMPARE TO OTHER STATES?

NEW JERSEY'S COLDEST TEMPERATURE OF ~34°F IS RELATIVELY MILD COMPARED TO NORTHERN STATES LIKE MINNESOTA OR
NoRTH DAKOTA, WHERE TEMPERATURES HAVE DROPPED BELOW -50°F.

\WHAT WEATHER CONDITIONS CONTRIBUTED TO THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE IN NEW
JERSEY?

A COMBINATION OF A STRONG ARCTIC COLD FRONT, CLEAR SKIES, AND CALM WINDS ALLOWED TEMPERATURES TO PLUMMET TO
THE RECORD LOW IN NEW JERSEY.

HAs NEW JERSEY EXPERIENCED TEMPERATURES CLOSE TO THE COLDEST RECORD
RECENTLY?

W/HILE NE\X/JERSEY HAS EXPERIENCED VERY COLD WINTERS, TEMPERATURES HAVE NOT APPROACHED THE -34°F RECORD IN
RECENT DECADES.

\WHAT IMPACT DID THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE IN NEW JERSEY HAVE ON THE STATE?

THE EXTREME COLD CAUSED CHALLENGES SUCH AS FROZEN PIPES, TRANSPORTATION ISSUES, AND INCREASED HEATING DEMANDS
ACROSS NEW JERSEY.

ARE THERE ANY PRECAUTIONS RECOMMENDED DURING EXTREMELY COLD WEATHER IN NEW
JERSEY?

YES, PRECAUTIONS INCLUDE DRESSING WARMLY IN LAYERS, PROTECTING EXPOSED SKIN, KEEPING PETS INDOORS, AND ENSURING
HEATING SYSTEMS ARE FUNCTIONING PROPERLY.

How DO METEOROLOGISTS VERIFY THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE RECORDS IN NEW
JERSEY?

METEOROLOGISTS VERIFY RECORDS USING CALIBRATED WEATHER INSTRUMENTS AT OFFICIAL WEATHER STATIONS AND CROSS-
REFERENCING DATA WITH REGIONAL OBSERVATIONS AND HISTORICAL RECORDS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

THE CoLDEST TEMPERATURE IN NJ HISTORY: AN ANALYTICAL REVIEW

COLDEST TEMPERATURE IN NJ HISTORY STANDS AS A SIGNIFICANT METEOROLOGICAL MARKER THAT REFLECTS THE STATE’S
CLIMATIC EXTREMES AND HISTORICAL WEATHER PATTERNS. NE\X/JEESEY, PRIMARILY KNOWN FOR ITS MODERATE TEMPERATE
CLIMATE, HAS NONETHELESS EXPERIENCED SEVERE COLD SNAPS THAT HAVE TESTED INFRASTRUCTURE, PUBLIC SAFETY MEASURES,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL RESILIENCE. AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE RECORDED IN NE\X/JERSEY SHEDS LIGHT
NOT ONLY ON THE SPECIFIC EVENT BUT ALSO ON BROADER TRENDS IN REGIONAL WEATHER EXTREMES AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS.



UNDERSTANDING THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE IN NEW JERSEY HISTORY

THE OFFICIAL RECORD FOR THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE IN NEW JERSEY WAS SET ON JANUARY 5, 1904, WHEN THE MERCURY
PLUNGED TO AN ASTONISHING ~34°F (-37°C) IN THE TOWN OF RIVER VALE, LOCATED IN BERGEN COUNTY. THIS HISTORIC
LOW REMAINS THE BENCHMARK AGAINST WHICH ALL SUBSEQUENT COLD WEATHER EVENTS IN THE STATE ARE MEASURED. THE
EXTREME COLD WAS PART OF A LARGER PATTERN OF FRIGID CONDITIONS THAT AFFLICTED THE NORTHEASTERN UNITED STATES
DURING THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, A PERIOD MARKED BY NOTABLE CLIMATIC VARIABILITY.

THIS RECORD LOW IS PARTICULARLY STRIKING WHEN COMPARED TO THE AVERAGE WINTER LOWS IN NEW JERSEY, WHICH
TYPICALLY RANGE BETWEEN 15°F aND 30°F (-9°C To -1°C) DEPENDING ON THE REGION. COASTAL AREAS GENERALLY
EXPERIENCE MILDER TEMPERATURES DUE TO THE MODERATING INFLUENCE OF THE ATLANTIC OCEAN, WHEREAS INLAND AND
NORTHWESTERN REGIONS, INCLUDING PARTS OF BERGEN COUNTY, ARE MORE PRONE TO COLDER EXTREMES.

HisToricAL CONTEXT AND METEOROLOGICAL FACTORS

THE FRIGID CONDITIONS THAT LED TO THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE IN NJ HISTORY WERE DRIVEN BY MULTIPLE METEOROLOGICAL
FACTORS. DURING THE WINTER OF 1903-1904, A SERIES OF ARCTIC AIR MASSES DESCENDED SOUTHW ARD, PROPELLED BY A
PERSISTENT HIGH-PRESSURE SYSTEM OVER CANADA. THIS ALLOWED COLD, DENSE AIR TO SETTLE OVER THE NORTHEASTERN
UNITED STATES FOR AN EXTENDED PERIOD. ADDITIONALLY, SNOW COVER ACROSS THE REGION ENHANCED RADIATIONAL
COOLING, WHERE HEAT FROM THE EARTH’S SURFACE ESCAPES INTO THE ATMOSPHERE, FURTHER DROPPING TEMPERATURES
OVERNIGHT.

THe 1904 COLD SNAP WAS NOT AN ISOLATED INCIDENT; IT WAS PART OF A BROADER CLIMATOLOGICAL PATTERN KNOWN AS
THE LITTLE ICE AGE’S TAIL END, A PERIOD CHARACTERIZED BY COOLER TEMPERATURES WORLDW!IDE FROM THE 14TH TO THE
EARLY 20TH CENTURY. WHILE NEW JERSEY’S WEATHER HAS SINCE MODERATED, THE RECORD LOW REMAINS A REMINDER OF THE
STATE’S VULNERABILITY TO EXTREME COLD EVENTS.

CoMPARING NEW JERSEY’S TEMPERATURE EXTREMES

TO FULLY GRASP THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE IN NJ HISTORY, IT IS INSTRUCTIVE TO COMPARE IT WITH
TEMPERATURE EXTREMES IN NEIGHBORING STATES AND THE NATIONAL CONTEXT. FOR EXAMPLE, PENNSYLVANIA’S RECORD LOW IS
-42°F (-41°C), RECORDED IN SMETHPORT IN 1904, CLOSELY MIRRORING NEW JERSEY’S EXTREME. NEW Y ORK STATE’S
COLDEST TEMPERATURE IS ~52°F (-46°C), RECORDED IN OLD FORGE IN 1979, WHILE DELAWARE’S RECORD LOW STANDS AT
-17°F (-27°0).

THESE COMPARISONS HIGHLIGHT THAT WHILE NEW JERSEY’S -34°F IS SEVERE, IT ALIGNS WITH BROADER REGIONAL PATTERNS OF
COLD IN THE NORTHEASTERN UNITED STATES. THE APPALACHIAN MOUNTAINS AND THE GREAT LAKES CONTRIBUTE
SIGNIFICANTLY TO COLDER AIR MASSES IN THESE AREAS, WHICH OCCASIONALLY INFLUENCE NEW JERSEY’S WEATHER.

IMPACT OF THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE ON INFRASTRUCTURE AND SOCIETY

EXTREME COLD EVENTS SUCH AS THE 1904 RECORD HAVE PROFOUND IMPLICATIONS FOR INFRASTRUCTURE AND PUBLIC SAFETY.
AT ‘34°F, WATER PIPES ARE AT HIGH RISK OF FREEZING AND BURSTING, HEATING SYSTEMS MUST OPERATE CONTINUOUSLY, AND
TRANSPORTATION CAN BE SEVERELY DISRUPTED DUE TO ICY ROADS AND MECHANICAL FAILURES. HISTORICALLY, SUCH
TEMPERATURE EXTREMES STRAINED EARLY 20 TH-CENTURY TECHNOLOGY AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE SYSTEMS.

IN MODERN TIMES, NE\X/JERSEY)S INFRASTRUCTURE HAS ADAPTED TO WITHSTAND SEVERE COLD THROUGH IMPROVED BUILDING
INSULATION, WINTERIZED WATER SYSTEMS, AND ENHANCED EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS. NONETHELESS, EXTREME COLD REMAINS A
CHALLENGE, ESPECIALLY IN RURAL AND UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES.



MoDERN TRENDS AND CLIMATE CHANGE CONSIDERATIONS

W/HILE THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE IN NJ HISTORY REMAINS ‘34°F, RECENT DECADES HAVE SEEN FLUCTUATIONS IN WINTER
WEATHER PATTERNS DUE TO CLIMATE CHANGE. W ARMER AVERAGE TEMPERATURES HAVE LED TO FEWER EXTREME COLD EVENTS
OVERALL, HOWEVER, THE VARIABILITY AND UNPREDICTABILITY OF WEATHER HAVE INCREASED. PARADOXICALLY, SOME STUDIES
SUGGEST THAT DISRUPTIONS IN THE POLAR VORTEX CAN SEND BLASTS OF ARCTIC AIR INTO THE MID‘ATLANTICI RESULTING IN
SUDDEN AND SEVERE COLD SNAPS EVEN AMID A \WARMING CLIMATE.

THIS EVOLVING DYNAMIC UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF UNDERSTANDING HISTORICAL COLD EXTREMES IN THE CONTEXT OF
CONTEMPORARY CLIMATE SCIENCE. PREPAREDNESS STRATEGIES MUST BALANCE THE LIKELIHOOD OF MILDER WINTERS WITH THE
POTENTIAL FOR RARE BUT IMPACTFUL COLD EVENTS.

Key ReGlons IN NEw JErseY SUSCEPTIBLE TO EXTREME CoLD

NE\X/JERSEY)S TOPOGRAPHY CONTRIBUTES TO REGIONAL VARIATIONS IN TEMPERATURE EXTREMES. THE NORTHWESTERN PARTS
OF THE STATE, INCLUDING SUSSEX AND W/ ARREN COUNTIES, OFTEN EXPERIENCE COLDER TEMPERATURES THAN COASTAL AREAS
SUCH AS ATLANTIC AND OCEAN COUNTIES. THIS IS DUE TO HIGHER ELEVATIONS AND LESS MARITIME INFLUENCE.

o BERGEN COUNTY: SITE OF THE RECORD COLD EVENT, CHARACTERIZED BY INLAND TERRAIN AND PROXIMITY TO THE
APPALACHIAN FOOTHILLS.

o Sussex COUNTY: KNOWN FOR ITS HIGHER ELEVATION AND COLDER WINTER TEMPERA TURES.

o CoAsTAL COUNTIES: GENERALLY EXPERIENCE MILDER WINTERS BUT ARE VULNERABLE TO COLD SPELLS WHEN ARCTIC AIR
MASSES DOMINATE.

(UNDERSTANDING THESE REGIONAL DIFFERENCES IS CRUCIAL FOR LOCALIZED WEATHER FORECASTING, INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING,
AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT.

LessoNns LEARNED AND FUTURE OuTLOOK

ANALYZING THE COLDEST TEMPERATURE IN NJ HISTORY OFFERS VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO THE STATE’S CLIMATE RESILIENCE AND
THE CHALLENGES POSED BY EXTREME WEATHER. W/HILE SUCH RECORD LOWS ARE RARE, THEIR POTENTIAL IMPACT ON PUBLIC
HEALTH, ENERGY DEMAND, AND INFRASTRUCTURE NECESSITATES ONGOING VIGILANCE.

AS CLIMATE PATTERNS CONTINUE TO EVOLVE, POLICYMAKERS AND SCIENTISTS EMPHASIZE THE NEED TO INTEGRATE HISTORICAL
DATA WITH MODERN FORECASTING TOOLS TO MITIGATE RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH EXTREME COLD. INVESTMENTS IN RESILIENT
INFRASTRUCTURE, PUBLIC AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS, AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE CAPABILITIES REMAIN ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS OF
NEW JERSEY’S APPROACH TO WEATHER EXTREMES.

THE 1904 RECORD LOW SERVES AS BOTH A HISTORICAL BENCHMARK AND A CAUTIONARY TALE, REMINDING RESIDENTS AND

OFFICIALS ALIKE THAT EVEN IN RELATIVELY TEMPERATE REGIONS, NATURE CAN DELIVER EXTRAORDINARY COLD THAT DEMANDS
PREPAREDNESS AND ADAPTIVE STRATEGIES.
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