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Boise State Coaches History: A Legacy of Innovation and Success

boise state coaches history is a fascinating tale of strategic brilliance,
program building, and a relentless pursuit of excellence that has helped
shape one of college football’s most unique and respected programs. From its
humble beginnings as a small college team to becoming a powerhouse in the
Mountain West Conference and a nationally recognized program, Boise State’s
coaching timeline is full of stories about visionary leaders and
transformative moments. Exploring this history not only reveals how Boise
State football evolved but also offers insights into the impact that coaching
has had on the Broncos’ identity and continued success.

The Early Years: Laying the Foundation

Boise State University’s football program started relatively recently
compared to some powerhouse schools, with the team playing its first season
in 1933 as Boise Junior College. During these formative years, the program
went through several coaches who helped establish a competitive culture in
the region. Although records from this period are less documented, these
early coaches played an essential role in setting the groundwork for what
would become a highly competitive program.

One notable figure during the early years was Lyle Smith, who coached from
1947 to 1967. Smith’s tenure is often credited with solidifying Boise State’s
presence in college football. His leadership saw the Broncos transition from
a junior college program into a four-year institution, setting a foundation
of discipline and competitive spirit. Smith’s impact extended beyond wins and
losses; he helped shape the Broncos’ identity as a team that could punch
above its weight.

The Rise to Prominence: 1980s to Early 2000s

As Boise State moved into the NCAA Division I ranks, the coaching history
took a significant turn with leaders who brought new energy and national
attention to the program. The 1980s and 1990s saw coaches who emphasized
strong defense and innovative offensive schemes, gradually building a
reputation for the Broncos as a tough, tactical team.

Skip Hall and the Transition to Division I-A

Skip Hall coached Boise State from 1987 to 1992 and was instrumental in



guiding the Broncos through critical changes as they moved up to Division I-
AA and later Division I-A. Hall’s tenure was marked by competitive seasons
that helped Boise State gain respect in the broader college football
landscape. While his overall record was mixed, his contributions laid the
groundwork necessary for future coaches to capitalize on the program’s
potential.

Pokey Allen: Enthusiasm and Passion

Following Hall, Pokey Allen took over in 1993 and served until 1996. Allen’s
coaching brought renewed enthusiasm to the program. He was known for his
motivating personality and ability to connect with players, which translated
into on-field success and fan engagement. Under Allen’s guidance, Boise State
qualified for the Division I-AA playoffs, signaling the Broncos’ readiness to
compete at higher levels.

The Bronco Era: Dan Hawkins and the Birth of a
National Powerhouse

The coaching history of Boise State would not be complete without
highlighting Dan Hawkins, who coached from 2001 to 2005. Hawkins took the
reins at a pivotal point when Boise State was transitioning into the Western
Athletic Conference (WAC) and gaining national attention. His innovative
offensive strategies and leadership skills helped catapult the Broncos to new
heights.

Under Hawkins, Boise State enjoyed multiple winning seasons, culminating in a
2005 campaign that set the stage for future successes. His coaching style
emphasized speed, precision, and aggressive play-calling, which became
trademarks of Boise State football. Hawkins’ success attracted bigger
programs’ attention, eventually leading to his departure to Colorado, but he
left behind a program poised for greatness.

Chris Petersen: The Architect of Modern Boise
State Glory

Few names are as synonymous with Boise State coaches history as Chris
Petersen. Taking over in 2006, Petersen transformed the Broncos into a
national powerhouse, redefining expectations for mid-major programs across
the country. His tenure, which lasted until 2013, is widely regarded as the
golden era of Boise State football.



Innovative Coaching and Memorable Wins

Petersen’s coaching philosophy centered on meticulous game planning and a
balanced offensive attack that could adapt to any opponent. His ability to
develop players and execute under pressure led Boise State to some of the
most memorable moments in college football history, including the iconic 2007
Fiesta Bowl victory over Oklahoma. That win not only brought Boise State into
the national spotlight but also showcased Petersen’s genius in game
preparation and play-calling.

Building a Winning Culture

Beyond just X’s and O’s, Petersen emphasized culture, accountability, and
team unity. He recruited players who fit his system and fostered an
environment where discipline and hard work were paramount. The Broncos won
multiple conference championships and consistently appeared in major bowl
games, establishing Boise State as a perennial contender despite the
challenges of being a non-Power Five program.

Post-Petersen Era: Maintaining Momentum and New
Challenges

After Petersen’s departure in 2013 to Washington, Boise State faced the
challenge of sustaining the high standards set during his tenure. The
coaching history during this period reflects both the difficulties and
successes of maintaining a top-tier program.

Bryan Harsin: Continuing the Winning Tradition

Bryan Harsin, a former assistant under Petersen, took over as head coach in
2014. His familiarity with the program helped Boise State stay competitive,
winning multiple Mountain West titles and maintaining strong bowl game
appearances. Harsin’s leadership style echoed Petersen’s focus on discipline
and innovation, but he also faced the pressure of evolving the program amid
increased competition.

Tim DeRuyter and Andy Avalos: Recent Developments

Following Harsin’s departure in 2020, Boise State hired Tim DeRuyter, whose
tenure was marked by a rebuilding phase as the team worked to find
consistency. In 2021, Andy Avalos, a Boise State alumnus and former defensive
coordinator, assumed head coaching duties. Avalos represents a new chapter,



blending a deep understanding of Boise State’s culture with fresh ideas aimed
at returning the Broncos to national prominence.

Key Takeaways from Boise State Coaches History

Exploring the rich coaching history of Boise State reveals several important
insights:

Visionary leadership matters: Coaches like Lyle Smith, Dan Hawkins, and
Chris Petersen demonstrated how innovative strategies and strong
leadership can transform a program’s trajectory.

Cultural foundation is key: Success at Boise State has consistently been
linked to coaches who build a strong, disciplined team culture
emphasizing player development and accountability.

Adaptation and evolution: Boise State coaches have shown flexibility in
offensive and defensive schemes, helping the program stay competitive
against bigger schools.

Mid-major success is achievable: Boise State’s coaching history
exemplifies how programs outside the Power Five conferences can compete
on a national level through smart coaching and program management.

The story of Boise State coaches history is far from over. As the Broncos
continue to navigate the challenges of modern college football, the legacy
built by past coaches provides a solid foundation and inspiration for future
successes. Whether it’s through innovative tactics, developing talent, or
fostering a winning mindset, Boise State’s coaching tradition remains a vital
part of what makes the Broncos a unique and respected program.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the first head coach in Boise State football
history?
The first head coach of Boise State football was Lyle Smith, who began
coaching the team in 1947.

Which Boise State coach led the team to its first



major bowl victory?
Dan Hawkins led Boise State to its first major bowl victory in the 2003 Fort
Worth Bowl.

How long did Chris Petersen serve as Boise State's
head football coach?
Chris Petersen served as Boise State's head football coach from 2006 to 2013.

Who is the current head coach of Boise State
football as of 2024?
Andy Avalos is the current head coach of Boise State football, having taken
over the position in 2021.

Which Boise State coach is credited with
popularizing the Broncos' iconic blue turf?
The blue turf was installed in 1986 during coach Lyle Smith's era, but it
became iconic and widely recognized during the tenure of later coaches like
Dirk Koetter and Chris Petersen.

Additional Resources
Boise State Coaches History: A Legacy of Innovation and Success

boise state coaches history is a compelling narrative of transformation,
strategic leadership, and an unwavering commitment to excellence. Over the
decades, the Broncos have risen from a modest program to a nationally
recognized college football powerhouse, thanks largely to the vision and
expertise of their coaching staff. This article delves into the evolution of
Boise State’s coaching legacy, highlighting pivotal figures, coaching
philosophies, and the impact these leaders have had on the program’s
trajectory.

Tracing the Roots: Early Years of Boise State
Football Coaching

The foundation of Boise State football was laid in the late 1960s when the
program was still in its infancy. During these formative years, the Broncos
were guided by coaches who focused on building a competitive team culture
amid limited resources. Tony Knap, serving as head coach from 1968 to 1975,
is often credited with stabilizing the program and setting the groundwork for
future success. Knap’s tenure, marked by steady progress, showcased the



potential for Boise State to grow beyond its regional recognition.

Following Knap, Jim Criner took the reins in 1976 and led the Broncos to
their first national title in 1980 at the Division I-AA level. Criner’s
leadership was characterized by disciplined defense and innovative offensive
schemes, which helped Boise State emerge as a formidable contender. This
period marked the beginning of Boise State’s ascent in college football,
driven largely by coaching strategies that maximized player strengths and
adapted to evolving game dynamics.

Dan Hawkins Era: Elevating Boise State to
National Prominence

One of the most influential chapters in boise state coaches history is the
tenure of Dan Hawkins from 2001 to 2005. Returning to his alma mater, Hawkins
inherited a program ready to make its mark in Division I-A (now FBS). His
coaching style emphasized a balanced attack, combining a potent offense with
a resilient defense, enabling the Broncos to consistently outperform
expectations.

Under Hawkins, Boise State secured multiple conference championships and
began cultivating a national reputation. Notably, his recruitment strategies
and player development programs laid the foundation for sustained success.
Despite some challenges in postseason play, Hawkins’ era was pivotal in
transforming Boise State into a respected FBS competitor.

Chris Petersen and the Rise to National Spotlight

Perhaps no coach has had a more profound impact on boise state coaches
history than Chris Petersen. Taking charge in 2006, Petersen brought a new
level of innovation and consistency. His tenure, spanning nearly a decade, is
marked by groundbreaking achievements, including multiple undefeated seasons
and memorable bowl game victories.

Petersen’s coaching philosophy was centered around precision, adaptability,
and fostering a winning culture. He engineered some of the most iconic
moments in college football, such as the 2007 Fiesta Bowl win over Oklahoma,
which catapulted Boise State into the national consciousness. Under his
leadership, the Broncos became synonymous with dynamic offense and strategic
ingenuity.

Modern Era Coaching: Continuing the Tradition

Following Petersen’s departure in 2013, Boise State coaches history entered a



new phase with Bryan Harsin at the helm. A former player under Hawkins and
Petersen, Harsin sought to maintain the program’s competitive edge while
adapting to the evolving landscape of college football. His tenure emphasized
discipline, recruitment of versatile athletes, and integration of advanced
analytics into game planning.

While Harsin’s results were mixed, his contribution to sustaining Boise
State’s presence in the Mountain West Conference and nurturing future
coaching talent is notable. After Harsin’s move to Auburn, Boise State
appointed Andy Avalos in 2021, signaling a continued commitment to innovation
and competitive excellence. Avalos, with a defensive background, has focused
on strengthening the Broncos’ defense and building a resilient team ethos.

Key Features of Boise State Coaching Philosophy

Innovative Offense: Throughout its history, Boise State coaches have
prioritized creative offensive schemes that leverage speed, agility, and
tactical diversity.

Player Development: Emphasis on nurturing talent and maximizing player
potential has been a consistent theme across coaching tenures.

Adaptability: Successful coaches at Boise State have demonstrated
flexibility in adjusting strategies to counter opponents and capitalize
on emerging trends.

Culture of Winning: Maintaining high standards on and off the field has
been central to sustaining the program’s reputation.

Comparative Analysis: Boise State Coaches vs.
Peer Programs

Boise State’s coaching history stands out when compared to similar mid-major
programs. Unlike many teams that struggle with coaching turnover and
inconsistency, Boise State has managed relatively stable leadership periods,
fostering continuity and long-term planning. Coaches like Petersen and
Hawkins not only achieved impressive win-loss records but also elevated the
program’s brand, attracting higher-level recruits and media attention.

Additionally, Boise State’s ability to innovate offensively set it apart from
peers, contributing to a distinctive playing style that opponents found
challenging to prepare against. While some programs rely heavily on
traditional power football, Boise State’s coaches embraced versatility, often
outmaneuvering larger programs with tactical ingenuity.



Pros and Cons of Boise State Coaching Approaches

Pros:1.

Strong emphasis on player development leads to high-performing
athletes.

Innovative game plans often surprise opponents and create
competitive advantages.

Stable coaching tenures foster team cohesion and program identity.

Cons:2.

Occasional struggles in transitioning success to Power Five
conferences.

High expectations can create pressure on newer coaches to maintain
legacy standards.

Recruitment challenges remain due to geographic and resource
limitations compared to larger programs.

Boise State coaches history is not merely a tale of wins and losses but a
reflection of adaptive leadership and strategic vision. As the Broncos
continue to navigate the competitive landscape of college football, their
coaching legacy remains a benchmark for mid-major programs aspiring to
national recognition and sustained success.
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