
country songs to learn on guitar
Country Songs to Learn on Guitar: A Beginner’s Guide to Strumming Classic
Hits

country songs to learn on guitar have a special charm for both beginners and
seasoned players alike. There’s something about the storytelling, the twangy
chords, and the heartfelt melodies that make country music a perfect genre
for guitarists to explore. Whether you’re just starting out or looking to
expand your repertoire, country tunes offer a great blend of simple chord
progressions and memorable lyrics that make practicing enjoyable and
rewarding.

If you’ve picked up your guitar recently or have been strumming for a while
but want to dive into country music, this guide will walk you through some of
the best country songs to learn on guitar. Along the way, we’ll touch on
essential chords, strumming patterns, and techniques that are common in
country guitar playing, helping you build a solid foundation for your musical
journey.

Why Choose Country Songs to Learn on Guitar?

Country music is unique in its accessibility for guitar players. Many classic
and modern country songs rely heavily on open chords and straightforward
rhythms, making them ideal for beginners. Additionally, country songs often
emphasize storytelling, allowing players to connect emotionally with the
music while honing their skills.

Another reason country songs are great for guitarists is the variety of
techniques you can learn—from basic strumming to fingerpicking, hybrid
picking, and even slide guitar. This diversity means you can gradually
challenge yourself with different songs as you improve.

The Appeal of Traditional vs. Modern Country Songs

Traditional country songs, like those from Johnny Cash or Hank Williams,
typically feature simple chord progressions and timeless melodies. These
songs are perfect for beginners because they often use basic chords such as
G, C, D, and Em, which are cornerstone chords for any guitarist.

On the other hand, modern country songs might incorporate more complex chords
and production styles but still maintain a strong emphasis on guitar work.
Artists like Luke Bryan or Kacey Musgraves blend contemporary sounds with
classic country guitar techniques, offering a fresh take for players who want
to bridge old and new styles.



Top Country Songs to Learn on Guitar for
Beginners

If you’re looking for some easy and popular country songs to learn on guitar,
here are a few favorites that strike the perfect balance between simplicity
and musicality.

1. “Take Me Home, Country Roads” by John Denver

This iconic tune is often one of the first songs aspiring country guitarists
learn. It uses basic open chords such as G, Em, D, and C, making it
accessible for beginners. The strumming pattern is straightforward, and the
melody is instantly recognizable. Plus, it’s a sing-along classic that’s sure
to impress friends and family.

2. “Jolene” by Dolly Parton

“Jolene” combines a haunting melody with a simple chord progression,
primarily Am, C, G, and Em. The song’s rhythm is steady, making it a great
exercise in timing and chord transitions. It also introduces players to minor
chords, which add emotional depth to your playing.

3. “Folsom Prison Blues” by Johnny Cash

This song is an excellent choice for those wanting to explore the “boom-
chicka-boom” rhythm that defines much of Cash’s style. The chords used are
mostly E, A, and B7, which are manageable for beginners. This song helps
develop rhythm guitar skills and a sense of groove.

4. “Wagon Wheel” by Darius Rucker

A modern country staple, “Wagon Wheel” is beloved for its catchy chorus and
simple chord progression. The song mainly involves G, D, Em, and C chords
with a steady strumming pattern. It’s a fantastic choice to practice smooth
chord changes and rhythm consistency.

5. “Ring of Fire” by Johnny Cash

With its distinctive melody and repetitive chord structure, “Ring of Fire” is
both fun and educational. The song revolves around G, C, and D chords, making



it another beginner-friendly hit that helps build confidence in playing
classic country rhythms.

Essential Guitar Techniques in Country Music

Learning country songs on guitar isn’t just about chords; it’s also about the
techniques that give the music its distinctive character. Here are some key
guitar skills to focus on:

1. Basic Chord Transitions

Smooth chord changes are crucial, especially since many country songs rely on
quick transitions between open chords. Practicing switching between G, C, D,
and Em without hesitation will make your playing sound more professional.

2. Strumming Patterns

Country strumming often includes a “boom-chicka-boom” rhythm, where the bass
notes and higher strings alternate to create a driving beat. Experimenting
with downstrokes on bass strings and upstrokes on treble strings can bring
your playing closer to the authentic country sound.

3. Fingerpicking and Travis Picking

Fingerpicking adds a delicate texture to country songs. Travis picking, a
style where the thumb alternates between bass strings while the fingers pick
melody notes, is commonly used in country and folk music. Starting with
simple fingerpicking patterns can elevate your performance.

4. Hammer-Ons and Pull-Offs

These techniques help add fluidity and expression to your playing. They are
often used in country solos and riffs to create smooth transitions between
notes.

Tips for Learning Country Songs on Guitar

Embarking on your country guitar journey can be both exciting and
overwhelming. Here are some helpful tips to keep your learning process



enjoyable and effective:

Start Slow: Begin by learning the chords and strumming patterns at a
slow tempo. Speed will come naturally with practice.

Use a Capo: Many country songs use a capo to adjust the key for easier
chord shapes or better vocal range. Don’t hesitate to experiment with
capo placement.

Practice with Recordings: Play along with the original tracks or backing
tracks to improve timing and rhythm.

Focus on One Song at a Time: Mastering one song before moving on helps
build confidence and solid technique.

Watch Tutorials: Online tutorials can provide visual guidance on chord
shapes, strumming, and fingerpicking.

Expanding Your Repertoire: Intermediate Country
Songs to Challenge Your Skills

Once you’ve got the basics down, it’s rewarding to explore more challenging
country songs that introduce new chords, rhythms, and techniques.

“Tennessee Whiskey” by Chris Stapleton

This soulful ballad requires a slightly more advanced grasp of chord changes
and dynamics. The song’s bluesy feel is achieved through smooth chord
transitions and expressive strumming.

“Chicken Fried” by Zac Brown Band

With its upbeat tempo and lively rhythm, this song helps improve your
strumming endurance and timing. It incorporates chords like A, D, E, and F#m,
broadening your chord vocabulary.

“If I Had a Boat” by Lyle Lovett

This tune introduces fingerpicking patterns and more intricate chord
voicings, making it a great step up for players looking to refine their



technique.

Where to Find Resources for Learning Country
Songs on Guitar

The internet is brimming with resources to help you learn country songs on
guitar efficiently. Websites offering chord charts, tablature, and video
tutorials can be invaluable. Platforms like YouTube, Ultimate Guitar, and
JustinGuitar provide lessons tailored to all skill levels.

Additionally, consider joining online forums or local guitar groups focused
on country music. Engaging with fellow players can provide motivation,
feedback, and new song recommendations.

---

Choosing country songs to learn on guitar opens up a world of musical
storytelling and expressive playing. From the simple charm of “Take Me Home,
Country Roads” to the rhythmic groove of Johnny Cash classics, there’s a song
for every stage of your guitar journey. With patience, practice, and a love
for this timeless genre, you’ll find yourself strumming along to your
favorite country hits in no time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some easy country songs to learn on guitar
for beginners?
Some easy country songs for beginners include "Take Me Home, Country Roads"
by John Denver, "Jolene" by Dolly Parton, and "Wagon Wheel" by Old Crow
Medicine Show. These songs typically use basic chords and simple strumming
patterns.

Which country songs use basic open chords suitable
for new guitar players?
Songs like "Ring of Fire" by Johnny Cash, "Folsom Prison Blues" by Johnny
Cash, and "Crazy" by Patsy Cline use basic open chords such as G, C, D, and E
minor, making them ideal for new guitar players.

How can learning country songs improve my guitar
skills?
Learning country songs helps improve fingerpicking techniques, chord



transitions, and strumming patterns. Many country songs incorporate
storytelling through music, which enhances timing and rhythm skills on
guitar.

What are some popular country songs with simple
chord progressions to practice?
Popular country songs with simple chord progressions include "Friends in Low
Places" by Garth Brooks, "Take It Easy" by Eagles, and "If I Had a Boat" by
Lyle Lovett. These songs often revolve around 3-4 basic chords.

Are there any good country songs that teach
fingerpicking on guitar?
Yes, "Blue Ain't Your Color" by Keith Urban and "Tennessee Whiskey" by Chris
Stapleton are great country songs that feature fingerpicking patterns,
helping guitarists develop fingerstyle techniques.

Can I learn country songs on guitar without knowing
barre chords?
Absolutely! Many country songs can be played using open chords without barre
chords. Beginners can start with songs like "Take Me Home, Country Roads" and
"Jolene" which primarily use open chords.

Where can I find tutorials for learning country
songs on guitar?
You can find tutorials on platforms like YouTube, Ultimate Guitar, and Fender
Play. These sites offer chord charts, video lessons, and step-by-step
tutorials specifically for learning country songs on guitar.

Additional Resources
Country Songs to Learn on Guitar: A Guide for Aspiring Musicians

Country songs to learn on guitar represent a foundational repertoire for many
guitarists seeking to master the instrument while connecting with one of
America’s most enduring musical traditions. The genre’s characteristic blend
of storytelling, melodic simplicity, and rhythmic drive makes it an ideal
starting point for beginners and an enriching challenge for intermediate
players. Exploring country songs not only hones technical skills but also
offers insight into cultural narratives and stylistic nuances unique to the
genre.



Why Country Songs Are Ideal for Guitar Learners

Country music has long been associated with the acoustic guitar, often
featuring straightforward chord progressions and memorable melodies. This
combination makes country songs particularly accessible for guitarists at
various skill levels. Unlike some genres that rely heavily on complex soloing
or advanced techniques, country music frequently emphasizes rhythm, strumming
patterns, and lyrical phrasing, which are essential skills for any guitarist.

Moreover, many classic and contemporary country songs use open chords and
simple fingerpicking patterns. This accessibility is a significant reason why
“country songs to learn on guitar” remains a popular search query among
novices and enthusiasts alike. The genre’s versatility spans from the gentle
ballads of the 1950s to the electrified, upbeat tracks of modern country-pop,
providing a broad spectrum for learners to explore.

Essential Country Songs to Learn on Guitar

Choosing the right country songs to start with can impact a guitarist’s
motivation and progress. Below is an analytical overview of some staple
country songs that combine educational value with widespread appeal.

“Take Me Home, Country Roads” by John Denver

This song’s enduring popularity makes it a must-learn. Its chord progression
revolves around G, Em, D, and C—basic open chords familiar to most beginners.
The strumming pattern is straightforward, allowing players to focus on timing
and dynamics. Additionally, the song’s recognizable melody encourages
learners to practice singing and playing simultaneously, a valuable skill for
aspiring singer-songwriters.

“Ring of Fire” by Johnny Cash

“Ring of Fire” offers a slightly different challenge with its iconic riff and
rhythmic pulse. The main chord structure utilizes G, C, and D, but the
distinctive syncopated rhythm requires attention to strumming precision.
Learning this song introduces players to the “boom-chicka-boom” style that is
emblematic of Johnny Cash’s sound, enriching their understanding of rhythm
guitar techniques.

“Folsom Prison Blues” by Johnny Cash



Another Cash classic, “Folsom Prison Blues,” integrates a driving bass line
with simple chords. The song’s emphasis on alternating bass notes alongside
strumming patterns helps guitarists develop finger independence and
coordination. It’s a practical example of combining rhythm and lead elements
within country guitar playing.

“Jolene” by Dolly Parton

“Jolene” introduces players to minor chords and a more melancholic tone
within the country genre. The song typically uses Am, C, G, and Em—chords
that expand a beginner's harmonic vocabulary. The fingerpicking pattern here
is moderate in complexity, providing a gentle introduction to Travis picking
techniques, a staple in country and folk guitar playing.

“Wagon Wheel” by Old Crow Medicine Show (popularized
by Darius Rucker)

This modern country hit is known for its simple chord progression (G, D, Em,
C) and repetitive structure, making it highly accessible. The song’s upbeat
tempo and sing-along chorus are motivating for learners, while the steady
rhythm strengthens strumming consistency.

Techniques and Skills Developed Through Country
Songs

Country songs to learn on guitar often reinforce fundamental guitar skills,
which are transferable across genres. Below are some of the key techniques
cultivated through country music practice:

Chord transitions: Many country songs use open chords that require
smooth and quick changes, helping players build muscle memory.

Strumming patterns: Diverse rhythmic patterns in country music improve
timing and dynamic control.

Fingerpicking: Techniques like Travis picking are prevalent in country
and folk songs, encouraging finger independence and precision.

Bass note alternation: Alternating bass lines in songs such as “Folsom
Prison Blues” develop coordination between thumb and fingers.

Song structure understanding: Repetitive verse-chorus forms help players
anticipate changes and improve musical timing.



These skills not only solidify a guitarist’s foundation but also provide a
gateway to more advanced playing styles and genres in the future.

Comparing Classic and Contemporary Country
Songs for Guitar Learning

While classic country songs tend to emphasize storytelling and raw acoustic
guitar sounds, contemporary country incorporates elements from pop, rock, and
even hip-hop. This evolution affects the complexity and style of guitar
playing required.

Classic country songs often rely on traditional chord progressions and
simpler arrangements, making them ideal for beginners. Songs like “Take Me
Home, Country Roads” and “Ring of Fire” exemplify this approach. Their
straightforward structure allows learners to focus on developing clean chord
changes and rhythmic accuracy.

Contemporary country songs, by contrast, may include more intricate guitar
riffs, electric guitar effects, and varied chord voicings. For example,
tracks by artists like Keith Urban or Kacey Musgraves may challenge players
with syncopated rhythms and hybrid picking techniques. While potentially more
demanding, these songs offer an opportunity for intermediate or advanced
guitarists to expand their technical repertoire.

Pros and Cons of Learning Classic vs. Contemporary
Country Songs

Classic Country Contemporary Country

Pros
• Simple chord progressions

• Focus on storytelling through lyrics

• Accessible for beginners

• Incorporation of modern guitar techniques

• Diverse stylistic influences

• Appeals to current music tastes

Cons • May feel repetitive for advanced players

• Limited use of advanced guitar techniques

• Potentially more complex for beginners

• Requires more technical skill



The choice between classic and contemporary country songs to learn on guitar
ultimately depends on the player’s skill level and musical interests.

Incorporating Country Songs into Practice
Routines

Integrating country songs into daily practice can enhance motivation and
ensure well-rounded musicianship. Here are some strategic approaches:

Start with simple chord progressions: Focus on songs with basic chords1.
to build confidence.

Practice strumming patterns separately: Isolate rhythm exercises before2.
combining with chords.

Use backing tracks: Playing along with recordings improves timing and3.
feel.

Break down fingerpicking patterns: Slow practice of individual notes4.
aids accuracy.

Record and review: Listening to one’s performance helps identify areas5.
for improvement.

By systematically working on country songs, guitarists can develop technical
skills and deepen their appreciation for the genre’s rich heritage.

Exploring country songs to learn on guitar offers a rewarding musical journey
that balances technical development with cultural immersion. Whether drawn to
the simplicity of classic tunes or the complexity of modern country hits,
guitarists can find a wealth of material that nurtures growth and enjoyment.
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