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AP Art History Required Works: A Guide to Mastering the Foundations of Art

ap art history required works form the backbone of the AP Art History course, providing students with
a structured framework to explore and understand the evolution of art across cultures and time
periods. These works are carefully selected to represent key movements, techniques, and cultural
contexts, making them essential for anyone aiming to succeed in the AP exam. Whether you’re a
student diving into art for the first time or a teacher preparing lessons, knowing about these required

works can significantly enhance your appreciation and comprehension of art history.

What Are the AP Art History Required Works?

The College Board, which administers the AP Art History exam, outlines a list of 250 required works of
art. These pieces span a vast timeline, from prehistoric art to contemporary creations, covering a
diverse range of cultures such as Ancient Mediterranean, Indigenous Americas, African, Asian,
European, and more. The goal is to expose students to a broad spectrum of artistic expression and

historical significance.
These required works are not just random selections; they are carefully chosen to help students
identify stylistic developments, cultural interactions, and historical moments that art embodies.

Understanding these works helps students build critical thinking skills, analyze visual elements, and

contextualize artworks within their socio-political and cultural backgrounds.

Why Are These Works Important for AP Art History Students?

Studying the AP Art History required works enables students to:



- Recognize major art movements and their characteristics.
- Develop a vocabulary for articulating visual analysis.
- Understand the relationship between art, history, and culture.

- Prepare effectively for the AP exam’s multiple-choice, short answer, and essay questions.
Moreover, familiarity with these works often helps students feel more confident during the test because

many exam questions directly reference or are inspired by the required list.

How to Approach Studying the Required Works

Approaching the AP Art History required works can seem daunting given the volume, but with the right

strategy, it becomes manageable and even enjoyable.

1. **Organize by Time Period and Region:** Grouping artworks by their historical era or geographic

origin helps in understanding the context and connections between pieces.

2. **Use Visual Resources:** High-quality images, virtual museum tours, and flashcards with images

and key facts can reinforce memory.

3. **Focus on Key Details:** Pay attention to the artist (if known), medium, style, cultural significance,

and historical background.

4. **Practice Writing About Art:** Drafting short essays or descriptions helps solidify your

understanding and prepares you for exam writing.

5. **Join Study Groups:** Discussing artworks with peers can offer new perspectives and deepen

comprehension.



Examples of AP Art History Required Works and Their

Significance

To give you a taste of what the required works encompass, here are some iconic examples and why

they matter:

The Great Pyramids of Giza

These monumental tombs from Ancient Egypt showcase not only architectural brilliance but also the
Egyptians’ religious beliefs and social hierarchy. Understanding their construction techniques and

symbolic purpose sets a foundation for grasping ancient art’s function beyond aesthetics.

Stonehenge

This prehistoric stone circle in England remains a mystery but is pivotal in studying Neolithic and

Bronze Age ceremonial practices. Its design reflects early human interaction with astronomy and ritual.

Parthenon

A masterpiece of Classical Greek architecture, the Parthenon epitomizes the ideals of harmony,

proportion, and civic pride. It’s a prime example of how art and politics intertwine.

Terracotta Army

Discovered in China, this vast collection of life-sized sculptures represents the funerary art of the Qin



dynasty. It highlights ancient Chinese craftsmanship and beliefs about the afterlife.

Alhambra

This Islamic palace complex in Spain illustrates the sophistication of Moorish art and architecture, with

intricate calligraphy, tile work, and garden design reflecting cultural values of beauty and spirituality.

Guernica by Pablo Picasso

A modern masterpiece, Guernica powerfully captures the horrors of war through Cubist techniques and

symbolic imagery. It’s essential for understanding 20th-century art’s role in political commentary.

Integrating Visual Literacy and Contextual Understanding

One of the most valuable skills gained from studying the AP Art History required works is visual
literacy—the ability to 'read' and interpret images. This goes beyond recognizing what’s depicted; it

involves analyzing composition, technique, symbolism, and cultural context.
For example, when examining a Roman mosaic, you don’t just note the colors and shapes; you
consider what the imagery says about Roman life, values, and technological advancements in art.

Similarly, understanding the cultural context of African masks reveals their purpose in rituals and social

identity, which is crucial for an accurate interpretation.

Tips for Developing Visual Literacy

- **Compare and Contrast:** Look at different works within the same period or theme to spot stylistic



differences.

- **Ask Questions:** Who made this artwork? Why? For whom? What materials and methods were
used?

- **Connect to History:** Link art to historical events, religious practices, or philosophical ideas.

- **Use Descriptive Language:** Practice articulating observations clearly and precisely.

Resources to Help You Study AP Art History Required Works

Thanks to technology, numerous resources are available to assist students in mastering these required

works:

- **The College Board’s Official Course Description:** Contains detailed information about the works
and course themes.

- **Online Flashcard Sets:** Many websites offer free or paid flashcards with images and descriptions.
- **Museum Websites:** Institutions like The Louvre, The Met, and The British Museum provide high-
resolution images and background information.

- **YouTube Channels:** Visual tutorials and walkthroughs can make learning more engaging.

- **Study Apps:** Apps designed for AP Art History can quiz you and track progress.

Using a mix of these tools caters to different learning styles and keeps study sessions dynamic.

Understanding Themes and Big Ideas in AP Art History

While memorizing individual works is essential, connecting them to broader themes enriches your

understanding. The AP Art History curriculum encourages students to explore concepts such as:

- **Artistic Traditions and Innovations:** How artists build upon or break away from previous styles.

- **Cultural Interactions:** The exchange of ideas across regions and time.



- **Art and Identity:** How art expresses gender, ethnicity, religion, and social status.

- **Power and Politics:** The use of art to assert authority or inspire social change.

Recognizing these themes helps you see the stories behind the art and prepares you for analytical

questions on the exam.

The journey through the AP Art History required works is like traveling across time and cultures
through the lens of creativity. It challenges students to not only memorize but also interpret and
appreciate the myriad ways humans have expressed themselves visually. Embracing this exploration

opens up a richer understanding of both art and the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the required works for AP Art History?

The AP Art History course requires students to study 250 specific works of art from various cultures
and time periods, including pieces from prehistoric, ancient, medieval, Renaissance, modern, and

contemporary art.

How are the AP Art History required works organized?

The required works are organized into 10 units covering different cultures, time periods, and regions,

such as Global Prehistory, Ancient Mediterranean, Early Europe and Colonial Americas, and more.

Why is it important to study the required works in AP Art History?

Studying the required works helps students understand the cultural, historical, and artistic contexts of
significant artworks, which is essential for success on the AP exam and for a deeper appreciation of

art history.



Are images of the required works available for AP Art History
students?

Yes, the College Board provides an official image list of the 250 required works on their AP Art History

course page, which students can use for study and reference.

How should students approach learning the required works for AP Art
History?

Students should study the key facts about each work, including the artist, title, date, location, medium,

cultural context, and significance, and practice analyzing the artworks visually and historically.

Do the required works for AP Art History change frequently?

The list of required works is periodically updated by the College Board to reflect current scholarship

and pedagogical goals, so students should refer to the latest official list for their exam year.

Are there any recommended resources to study the AP Art History
required works?

Recommended resources include the official College Board course materials, AP Art History textbooks
like 'Art History' by Marilyn Stokstad, and online platforms offering flashcards and practice quizzes on

the required works.

How many required works are there in AP Art History?

There are 250 required works that students must study for the AP Art History exam, covering a wide

range of cultures and historical periods.

Can students choose which required works to study for AP Art



History?

No, students are expected to study all 250 required works as designated by the College Board to

ensure comprehensive coverage of different art historical contexts.

What types of art are included in the AP Art History required works?

The required works include a diverse range of artistic media such as paintings, sculptures,

architecture, textiles, ceramics, and other cultural artifacts from around the world.

Additional Resources

AP Art History Required Works: An In-Depth Exploration of Essential Masterpieces

ap art history required works constitute the backbone of the Advanced Placement Art History
curriculum, offering students a comprehensive overview of pivotal artistic achievements across cultures
and epochs. These works are meticulously selected by the College Board to provide a representative
sampling of global art history, ensuring learners gain both breadth and depth in their understanding of
artistic development, cultural contexts, and visual literacy. In this article, we will delve into the
significance of the AP Art History required works, analyze their educational purpose, and explore the

nuances that make them indispensable for students preparing for the AP exam.

The Role of AP Art History Required Works in Curriculum

Design

The AP Art History course, designed to parallel a college-level introductory art history class, hinges on
a canon of required works that anchor the curriculum. These required works are more than mere
examples of famous art pieces; they serve as critical touchpoints that illustrate key movements,

techniques, thematic content, and cultural narratives throughout history. By studying these works,



students not only learn to identify and contextualize art but also develop analytical skills applicable to a

broader understanding of human societies.

The College Board has curated a list of 250 required works, spanning prehistory to contemporary
periods, and encompassing a diverse array of cultures, including African, Asian, European, Oceanic,
and Indigenous American art traditions. This global scope reflects an increasing emphasis on
inclusivity and the decolonization of art historical study, moving beyond the traditional Eurocentric

focus.

Why These Specific Works?

Each required work was chosen based on several criteria:

Historical Significance: The artwork must represent a key moment or movement in art history,

such as the Renaissance, Baroque, or Modernism.

Cultural Representation: The piece should reflect the cultural values, beliefs, or technologies of

its society.

Technical Innovation: Many works demonstrate pioneering artistic techniques or materials.

Educational Utility: The work should provide ample material for analysis in terms of form,

function, content, and context.

By focusing on these aspects, the required works become a pedagogical tool, enabling students to

analyze art through multiple lenses—formal analysis, iconography, and socio-political context.



Key Categories within the AP Art History Required Works

The required works are organized into units that cover various regions and time periods. This

structuring aids students in understanding the evolution of art in relation to historical and cultural shifts.

Prehistoric to Ancient Art

This category includes works such as the Lascaux Caves paintings and the Palette of Narmer. These
artifacts introduce students to the origins of artistic expression and the symbolic communication
methods of early human societies. Studying prehistoric art emphasizes the function of art in ritualistic
and communal contexts, which contrasts markedly with later periods focused on individual artistry or

patronage.

Classical and Medieval Art

Works like the Parthenon or the Bayeux Tapestry exemplify the artistic achievements of classical
Greece and medieval Europe. These pieces allow students to examine how political power, religion,
and technological advances influenced design and iconography. For example, the Parthenon's use of
Doric columns and sculptural friezes reveals a sophisticated understanding of proportion and civic

identity.

Non-Western Art Traditions

An essential feature of the AP Art History required works is the inclusion of non-Western art, such as
the Great Mosque of Djenné or the Jade Cong from ancient China. These selections challenge
students to broaden their perspectives and appreciate diverse artistic languages and philosophies.

Furthermore, analyzing these works fosters cross-cultural comparisons, enhancing students’ global art



historical literacy.

Modern and Contemporary Art

Covering movements from Impressionism to Abstract Expressionism, this section includes pieces like
Picasso’s Les Demoiselles d’Avignon and Andy Warhol’s Campbell’s Soup Cans. These works
highlight the evolution of artistic intent, the break from traditional aesthetics, and the interplay between
art and mass culture. Students learn to critigue how modernism and postmodernism reflect societal

changes and the artist’s role.

Integrating AP Art History Required Works into Exam

Preparation

Understanding the required works is crucial for success in the AP Art History exam, which tests
students’ ability to identify, describe, and analyze art pieces within their cultural and historical contexts.
The exam often includes multiple-choice questions focused on visual recognition and short-answer or

essay prompts requiring deeper analysis.

To optimize exam performance, students benefit from:

¢ Memorization: Recognizing the visual characteristics and key facts about each required work.

¢ Contextual Understanding: Connecting artworks to broader historical themes, such as religious

influence or political power.

e Comparative Analysis: Drawing parallels and contrasts between works from different periods or

cultures.



Many educators recommend a thematic approach to studying required works, grouping pieces by
concepts such as “power and authority” or “ritual and religion,” which enhances analytical depth and

retention.

Challenges and Opportunities

One challenge for students is the sheer volume and diversity of required works, which can be
overwhelming. However, this breadth also presents an opportunity to develop critical thinking and

visual analysis skills that are transferable beyond the classroom.

Additionally, the inclusion of non-Western and contemporary art broadens the traditional canon,

encouraging students to engage with art history in a more inclusive and relevant manner.

The Impact of AP Art History Required Works on Broader Art

Education

By establishing a standardized list of essential works, the AP program influences not only high school
curricula but also sets expectations for introductory college art history courses. This alignment
promotes a consistent foundational knowledge among students pursuing further studies in art history,

museum studies, or related fields.

Moreover, the required works serve as a springboard for deeper exploration. Teachers and students
often extend beyond the list to investigate lesser-known artists, regional variations, and interdisciplinary

connections with literature, history, and anthropology.

In conclusion, the AP Art History required works represent a carefully curated compendium that

balances historical significance, cultural diversity, and pedagogical effectiveness. Their comprehensive



coverage equips students with a robust framework for understanding the evolution of art and its
multifaceted roles in human civilization. Whether preparing for the AP exam or cultivating a lifelong
appreciation for art, engaging with these works is an indispensable step toward visual literacy and

cultural awareness.
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