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The Old Rugged Cross History: A Journey Through Time and Faith

the old rugged cross history is a story that resonates deeply with many across the world,
especially within Christian communities. This beloved hymn, with its poignant lyrics and timeless
melody, has touched countless hearts since its creation. Understanding the background and
significance of "The Old Rugged Cross" not only enriches our appreciation of the song but also
connects us to the faith and culture that inspired it.

The Origins of The Old Rugged Cross

The story of "The Old Rugged Cross" begins in the early 20th century, during a period of great
change and challenge in America. The hymn was written by George Bennard, a man whose own
spiritual journey played a crucial role in crafting the words and music that millions would come to
cherish.

Who Was George Bennard?

Born in Youngstown, Ohio, in 1873, George Bennard was a Christian evangelist and hymn writer. His
upbringing was steeped in religious education, and he was deeply influenced by the Methodist and
Salvation Army movements. Bennard’s passion for ministry and music converged when he began
composing hymns that reflected his devotion and personal experiences.

The inspiration for "The Old Rugged Cross" reportedly came during a train ride in 1912, when
Bennard found himself reflecting on the significance of the cross as a symbol of sacrifice and
redemption. This meditation sparked the creation of the song’s heartfelt lyrics, which vividly portray
the enduring power of the cross in Christian faith.

Writing and Publishing the Hymn

George Bennard wrote both the lyrics and the melody for "The Old Rugged Cross." The hymn was
completed in 1913 after Bennard had spent considerable time revising and perfecting it. Its first
public performance took place in a small church in Albion, Michigan, and it quickly gained
popularity.

Bennard’s hymn was published and distributed through various religious networks, eventually
becoming a staple in hymnals across the United States. The song's simple yet profound message,
combined with its memorable tune, helped it spread far beyond its humble beginnings.



The Meaning Behind The Old Rugged Cross

The power of "The Old Rugged Cross" lies in its symbolism and the emotional weight carried by the
cross in Christian theology. The hymn reflects themes of sacrifice, redemption, and hope, which
continue to resonate with believers around the world.

Symbolism of the Cross

The cross is arguably the most recognizable symbol of Christianity, representing the crucifixion of
Jesus Christ and the salvation it promises. Bennard’s hymn emphasizes the "rugged" nature of the
cross, drawing attention to the physical suffering endured by Christ. This portrayal invites
worshippers to meditate on the cost of redemption and the depth of God's love.

Lyrics That Speak to the Soul

Each verse of "The Old Rugged Cross" unfolds a narrative of personal reflection and faith:

- The “old rugged cross” is described as a “stain” and a “glory,” highlighting the paradox of suffering
and triumph.
- The hymn expresses a longing to "take it home," symbolizing the believer’s desire to carry their
faith through life.
- It also looks forward to a future where the cross will be "exalted," representing ultimate victory
over sin and death.

These themes create a rich tapestry of spiritual meaning that continues to inspire worshippers
today.

The Impact and Legacy of The Old Rugged Cross

Over a century after its creation, "The Old Rugged Cross" remains one of the most beloved hymns in
Christian music. Its history is not only a tale of one man’s inspiration but also a testament to the
enduring power of faith expressed through song.

Cultural Influence and Popularity

The hymn’s influence extends beyond church walls. It has been recorded by numerous artists across
different genres, from gospel and country to contemporary Christian music. This broad appeal has
helped "The Old Rugged Cross" reach audiences worldwide.

In addition, the hymn has been featured in movies, television programs, and public events, further
embedding it into American religious and cultural life. Its message of hope and redemption has
universal appeal, making it relevant across generations.



Modern Usage in Worship

Today, "The Old Rugged Cross" is a staple in many hymnals and worship services, especially during
Good Friday and Easter celebrations. Churches often use it to remind congregations of the sacrifice
of Christ and the promise of resurrection.

The hymn’s simplicity makes it accessible to all ages, and its emotional resonance encourages
personal reflection and communal worship. Many worship leaders view it as a powerful tool for
teaching core Christian doctrines through music.

Exploring the Hymn’s Musical Composition

Beyond its lyrics, the musicality of "The Old Rugged Cross" contributes significantly to its lasting
appeal. The melody, composed by Bennard himself, is both memorable and evocative.

Musical Characteristics

The tune is written in a major key, which lends a hopeful and uplifting tone despite the solemn
subject matter. Its steady rhythm and straightforward chord progressions make it easy to sing,
whether accompanied by piano, organ, or guitar.

The repetitive chorus reinforces the central theme of the cross’s enduring significance, creating a
meditative atmosphere that invites worshippers to engage deeply with the message.

Tips for Incorporating The Old Rugged Cross in Worship

If you’re a worship leader or musician looking to include this hymn in your services, consider the
following:

- Use a slower tempo to emphasize the reflective mood.
- Incorporate moments of silence after the chorus to allow the congregation to meditate on the
words.
- Pair the hymn with scripture readings that focus on the crucifixion and resurrection to deepen the
worship experience.
- Encourage congregational participation by teaching the hymn in advance, especially for special
services like Easter.

Personal Reflections and Stories Connected to The Old
Rugged Cross

Many individuals have shared personal stories about how "The Old Rugged Cross" has impacted



their faith journeys. Its lyrics often provide comfort during times of struggle or loss and serve as a
reminder of hope and redemption.

These testimonies highlight the hymn's ability to transcend generations and cultures, uniting
believers through a shared expression of devotion. Whether sung at a quiet moment of prayer or a
joyful celebration, the song continues to foster a deep spiritual connection.

---

Exploring the old rugged cross history reveals not just the origins of a beloved hymn but also the
profound ways in which music can articulate faith and inspire hearts. From George Bennard’s initial
inspiration to its widespread use today, "The Old Rugged Cross" remains a powerful symbol of
sacrifice and grace that continues to uplift and encourage believers around the globe.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of the hymn 'The Old Rugged Cross'?
The hymn 'The Old Rugged Cross' was written by George Bennard in 1912. He composed the song
after being inspired by his Christian faith and a desire to create a powerful gospel hymn.

Who was George Bennard, the writer of 'The Old Rugged
Cross'?
George Bennard was an American minister and hymn writer born in 1873. He is best known for
writing 'The Old Rugged Cross,' which has become one of the most beloved Christian hymns
worldwide.

When was 'The Old Rugged Cross' first published and
performed?
'The Old Rugged Cross' was first published in 1913 and performed publicly by George Bennard and
his associates during revival meetings shortly after its composition.

What inspired George Bennard to write 'The Old Rugged
Cross'?
Bennard was inspired by his deep Christian faith and the symbolism of the cross as a representation
of Jesus Christ's sacrifice. The hymn reflects themes of redemption and devotion.

How has 'The Old Rugged Cross' influenced Christian music
and worship?
'The Old Rugged Cross' has become a staple hymn in many Christian denominations, frequently sung
in churches, funerals, and revival services. Its enduring popularity has influenced gospel music and
Christian worship traditions.



Are there any notable recordings or performances of 'The Old
Rugged Cross'?
Yes, numerous artists have recorded 'The Old Rugged Cross,' including legendary gospel singers like
Johnny Cash, Alan Jackson, and Mahalia Jackson, contributing to its lasting legacy in Christian
music.

What historical context surrounds the creation of 'The Old
Rugged Cross'?
Written in the early 20th century during a time of religious revival in America, 'The Old Rugged
Cross' reflects the era's emphasis on personal faith and the power of the cross as a symbol of
salvation amid social and cultural changes.

Additional Resources
The Old Rugged Cross History: An In-Depth Exploration of a Timeless Hymn

the old rugged cross history traces the origins and enduring impact of one of the most beloved
Christian hymns ever composed. Since its creation in the early 20th century, "The Old Rugged
Cross" has transcended denominational boundaries and cultural shifts, becoming a cornerstone of
gospel music and a symbol of faith and redemption. This article delves into the hymn’s provenance,
its lyrical and musical elements, and the reasons behind its lasting resonance across generations.

Origins and Background of The Old Rugged Cross

The story of the old rugged cross history begins with its author, George Bennard, a Methodist
evangelist and hymn writer born in 1873 in Youngstown, Ohio. Bennard wrote the hymn in 1912
during a period when gospel music was flourishing in the United States, particularly within revivalist
circles. His inspiration reportedly stemmed from a deep personal reflection on the significance of the
Christian cross as a symbol of sacrifice and salvation.

The hymn was first introduced to the public in a series of revivals and soon gained traction due to its
emotive melody and poignant lyrics. Bennard’s composition was published in 1913 and quickly
became a staple in hymnals and church services. The old rugged cross history is marked by its initial
reception as a heartfelt, accessible expression of Christian devotion, which contrasted with more
formal or traditional hymns of the time.

Musical Composition and Lyrical Themes

Musically, "The Old Rugged Cross" is characterized by a simple yet memorable melody that
complements its reflective and earnest lyrics. The tune’s structure allows congregations to sing it
easily, which contributed significantly to its widespread adoption. The hymn's meter and rhythm
promote a meditative pace, inviting worshippers to contemplate the cross’s meaning deeply.



Lyrically, the hymn focuses on themes of suffering, sacrifice, and redemption, central to Christian
theology. Phrases like “the old rugged cross, so despised by the world” evoke the humility and
shame traditionally associated with crucifixion, while simultaneously elevating the cross as a source
of hope. The chorus, repeating the phrase “I’ll cherish the old rugged cross,” emphasizes personal
commitment and reverence, which has helped the song resonate on a personal level with many
believers.

The Hymn’s Cultural and Religious Impact

Over the decades, the old rugged cross history reflects the hymn’s evolution from a revival song to a
global spiritual anthem. Its influence extends beyond church walls into popular culture, recorded by
countless artists across genres such as gospel, country, and even secular renditions. The hymn’s
adaptability has played a crucial role in maintaining its relevance amidst changing musical tastes
and societal attitudes.

Adoption Across Denominations

One notable aspect of the old rugged cross history is its acceptance across diverse Christian
traditions. While originating in Methodist circles, the hymn quickly found a home in Baptist,
Pentecostal, Presbyterian, and Catholic worship services. This ecumenical embrace underscores the
universal nature of the cross as a Christian symbol and the hymn’s effective communication of core
doctrinal messages.

Recordings and Notable Performances

The hymn has been recorded by prominent figures such as Mahalia Jackson, Johnny Cash, and Alan
Jackson, each bringing unique stylistic interpretations that broadened its audience. These renditions
have introduced the hymn to listeners who might not otherwise engage with traditional gospel
music. Additionally, the song regularly features in funerals, memorials, and religious ceremonies,
underscoring its role as a source of comfort and reflection.

Analyzing the Lyrics: Symbolism and Theological Depth

A closer examination of the old rugged cross history reveals profound theological symbolism
embedded within its lyrics. The "rugged cross" itself represents not just the physical instrument of
crucifixion but the broader concept of suffering endured for spiritual redemption. The hymn’s
acknowledgment of the cross as “despised by the world” highlights the paradox of Christian faith:
embracing what is often rejected or scorned.

The repeated vow to “cherish the old rugged cross” signals a personal embrace of faith’s demands,
including sacrifice and humility. This personal dimension differentiates the hymn from more
doctrinally dense compositions, making it accessible and emotionally resonant for lay worshippers.



Comparison with Contemporary Hymns

Compared to other early 20th-century hymns, "The Old Rugged Cross" stands out for its
straightforward language and emotional appeal. While many hymns of the era employed complex
theological language or ornate poetic devices, Bennard’s work opts for simplicity and directness.
This approach arguably contributed to its widespread adoption and longevity, as congregants found
it easier to internalize and sing.

Legacy and Continuing Influence

The old rugged cross history is not merely a story of a hymn's origin but also a testament to how
music can shape and sustain religious identity. Over a century after its composition, the hymn
remains a fixture in worship services worldwide, continuously inspiring new interpretations and
theological reflections.

In contemporary contexts, the hymn has also been a subject of scholarly interest, with theologians
and music historians analyzing its role in American religious life and its influence on gospel music
traditions. Its continued popularity reflects a broader cultural engagement with themes of sacrifice,
redemption, and hope.

Pros and Cons of the Hymn’s Popularity

Pros: The hymn’s simplicity and emotional depth foster accessibility and personal connection,
making it a powerful tool for worship and evangelism.

Cons: Some critics argue that the hymn's repetitiveness and straightforward theology may
oversimplify complex doctrinal themes, potentially limiting deeper theological engagement.

Ultimately, these factors highlight the hymn’s role as both a devotional and cultural artifact,
balancing musical beauty with theological messaging.

The old rugged cross history encapsulates a journey of faith expressed through music—a journey
that continues to inspire and comfort millions. As cultural contexts evolve, the hymn’s core message
endures, reminding listeners of the enduring power of hope and sacrifice symbolized by the old
rugged cross.
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