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Orton Gillingham Training Chicago: Empowering Educators to Transform Reading
Instruction

orton gillingham training chicago has become a vital resource for educators,
tutors, and specialists committed to making a profound difference in how
reading difficulties, especially dyslexia, are addressed in classrooms and
learning centers across the city. This specialized training equips
professionals with an evidence-based, multisensory approach to teaching
reading, spelling, and writing that is both structured and highly effective.
If you’re exploring ways to deepen your instructional skills or seeking
targeted strategies to support struggling readers in Chicago, understanding
Orton Gillingham training options available locally can be a game-changer.

What Is Orton Gillingham Training?

Orton Gillingham (OG) training is a professional development program rooted
in a methodology designed to help individuals with dyslexia and other
language-based learning challenges. Developed initially by Samuel Orton and
Anna Gillingham in the early 20th century, this approach focuses on teaching
the connections between letters and sounds through explicit, systematic, and
multisensory instruction. The training enables educators to deliver lessons
that engage visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learning pathways
simultaneously, making it easier for students to grasp phonics and decoding
skills.

Unlike one-size-fits-all reading programs, Orton Gillingham training
emphasizes individualized instruction tailored to each learner’s strengths
and challenges. The Chicago area offers various training programs, workshops,
and certification opportunities that help teachers, reading specialists, and
tutors become proficient in this specialized teaching method.

Why Choose Orton Gillingham Training in
Chicago?

Access to Expert-Led Programs

Chicago boasts several respected institutions and organizations that provide
comprehensive Orton Gillingham training. These programs are often led by
certified trainers with years of experience working with dyslexic learners
and implementing OG principles in diverse educational settings. Whether
you’re a public school teacher, private tutor, or special education



professional, local training providers understand the unique needs of
Chicago’s student population and can tailor instruction accordingly.

Meeting the Needs of Diverse Learners

Chicago’s schools serve a richly diverse community, including English
language learners and students from various cultural backgrounds. Orton
Gillingham training emphasizes flexibility and adaptability, making it
particularly effective in a multicultural urban environment. The techniques
taught help educators address language processing challenges in a way that
transcends cultural and linguistic differences, ensuring all students have
equitable access to literacy development.

Certification and Career Advancement

Completing Orton Gillingham training in Chicago not only enhances your
teaching repertoire but can also lead to certification recognized nationally.
Certified OG instructors often see improved job prospects and the ability to
work in specialized reading intervention roles. Some Chicago school districts
actively seek OG-certified staff to support their reading programs, making
this training a strategic step for career growth.

Core Components of Orton Gillingham Training
Programs in Chicago

Multisensory Instruction Techniques

A hallmark of Orton Gillingham training is the multisensory approach.
Trainees learn to incorporate simultaneous use of sight, hearing, touch, and
movement to reinforce learning. For instance, a student might trace letters
in sand while saying the corresponding sounds aloud, linking tactile and
auditory pathways. This method strengthens neural connections and improves
memory retention, especially for learners with dyslexia.

Structured and Sequential Lesson Planning

Chicago-based OG training emphasizes a carefully sequenced curriculum that
moves from simple to complex concepts. Educators are taught to break down
language skills into manageable units, ensuring mastery before progressing.
This cumulative structure prevents gaps in understanding and builds a solid
foundation for fluent reading and spelling.



Diagnostic and Prescriptive Teaching

Orton Gillingham training also equips educators with assessment skills to
identify individual students’ strengths and weaknesses. Instructors learn to
tailor instruction based on diagnostic information, crafting lessons that
address specific challenges rather than using a generic approach. This
personalized method is especially important in Chicago’s diverse classrooms
where learner profiles vary widely.

Where to Find Orton Gillingham Training in
Chicago

Local Institutions Offering OG Training

Several organizations and universities in Chicago provide Orton Gillingham
training, from introductory workshops to full certification courses. Examples
include:

Chicago Orton Gillingham Training Center: Offers multi-level courses
with hands-on practice and mentorship.

University of Chicago Professional Development Programs: Includes OG
workshops as part of their literacy education offerings.

Decoding Dyslexia Chicago: Provides resources and training sessions
focused on dyslexia awareness and OG methods.

Prospective trainees can often find options that fit their schedules,
including weekend intensives, summer institutes, and online components
supplemented by in-person practice.

Online and Hybrid Training Options

While in-person training is highly valuable for practical experience, Chicago
educators can also benefit from hybrid or fully online Orton Gillingham
courses. Many certified trainers offer virtual sessions that maintain the
integrity of multisensory instruction through creative use of technology.
These flexible options accommodate busy professionals while still delivering
comprehensive content.



Tips for Maximizing Your Orton Gillingham
Training Experience

Embarking on Orton Gillingham training is a rewarding journey, but making the
most of it requires intentional effort. Here are some helpful tips:

Engage Actively: Participate fully in hands-on activities and practice1.
teaching sessions to internalize multisensory techniques.

Collaborate with Peers: Connect with fellow trainees or local study2.
groups in Chicago to share insights and challenges.

Apply Learning Immediately: Try out strategies with your current3.
students or tutoring clients to reinforce skills and observe outcomes.

Seek Mentorship: Find experienced OG practitioners who can provide4.
feedback and guidance beyond the formal training.

Stay Updated: Literacy research evolves, so keep informed about new5.
developments related to dyslexia and reading instruction.

How Orton Gillingham Training Benefits
Chicago’s Students

Chicago’s education landscape includes many students who struggle with
reading fluency and comprehension due to dyslexia and other language-based
difficulties. Orton Gillingham-trained educators bring a powerful toolkit to
these learners, offering:

Improved Reading Confidence: Students experience greater success and
motivation when lessons are clear and tailored.

Enhanced Literacy Skills: Systematic instruction leads to better
decoding, spelling, and comprehension abilities.

Long-Term Academic Gains: Early intervention with OG methods can reduce
the need for remedial education later.

Inclusive Learning Environment: Multisensory strategies support diverse
learners, including those with attention or processing challenges.



By investing in Orton Gillingham training, Chicago educators contribute to
closing achievement gaps and fostering lifelong reading skills among their
students.

Final Thoughts on Orton Gillingham Training in
Chicago

For anyone passionate about literacy and committed to helping struggling
readers, Orton Gillingham training in Chicago offers a robust, research-
backed path to making a meaningful impact. The city’s rich array of training
options ensures that educators can find programs suited to their needs and
professional goals. Whether you’re just starting out or looking to deepen
your expertise, embracing OG methods equips you with the tools to transform
how reading is taught—one learner at a time. With ongoing practice and
community support, Orton Gillingham-trained instructors in Chicago are truly
shaping the future of education in their classrooms and beyond.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Orton-Gillingham training in Chicago?
Orton-Gillingham training in Chicago refers to specialized instruction
programs designed to teach educators and tutors how to use the Orton-
Gillingham approach, a multisensory, structured, and sequential method for
teaching reading and spelling, particularly to students with dyslexia.

Where can I find Orton-Gillingham training programs
in Chicago?
Several organizations and learning centers in Chicago offer Orton-Gillingham
training, including universities, specialized literacy centers, and
professional development institutes such as the International Dyslexia
Association Chicago Branch and local Orton-Gillingham training centers.

Who should enroll in Orton-Gillingham training in
Chicago?
Orton-Gillingham training in Chicago is ideal for teachers, tutors, reading
specialists, speech-language pathologists, and other education professionals
who want to effectively support students with dyslexia and other reading
difficulties.



How long does Orton-Gillingham training typically
take in Chicago?
The length of Orton-Gillingham training in Chicago varies by program, ranging
from introductory workshops lasting a few days to comprehensive certification
courses that can take several months or more, often including supervised
practicum hours.

Is Orton-Gillingham training in Chicago certified?
Yes, many Orton-Gillingham training programs in Chicago offer certification
through recognized bodies such as the Academy of Orton-Gillingham
Practitioners and Educators, which ensures the training meets professional
standards.

What are the benefits of Orton-Gillingham training
for educators in Chicago?
Educators in Chicago who complete Orton-Gillingham training gain effective
strategies to teach reading and spelling to struggling learners, improve
student literacy outcomes, and enhance their professional skills in
addressing dyslexia and other learning differences.

Are there online Orton-Gillingham training options
available for Chicago residents?
Yes, many Chicago-based Orton-Gillingham training providers offer online or
hybrid training options, allowing participants to complete coursework
remotely while still meeting certification requirements.

How much does Orton-Gillingham training cost in
Chicago?
The cost of Orton-Gillingham training in Chicago varies depending on the
program's length and depth, ranging from a few hundred dollars for workshops
to several thousand dollars for full certification courses.

Can parents in Chicago benefit from Orton-Gillingham
training?
While Orton-Gillingham training is primarily designed for educators and
professionals, some programs in Chicago offer parent-focused workshops or
training sessions to help parents support their children's reading
development at home.



Additional Resources
Orton Gillingham Training Chicago: A Professional Review of Opportunities and
Outcomes

orton gillingham training chicago has become a focal point for educators,
therapists, and specialists aiming to enhance their skills in literacy
instruction, particularly for students with dyslexia and related learning
differences. As awareness of evidence-based, multisensory approaches grows,
Chicago has emerged as a notable hub for Orton Gillingham (OG) training,
offering diverse programs designed to meet the needs of professionals in
education and intervention fields. This article provides an analytical
overview of Orton Gillingham training options in Chicago, evaluating program
quality, accessibility, and the impact on instructional practices.

Understanding Orton Gillingham and Its
Relevance in Chicago

Orton Gillingham is a structured, sequential, and multisensory approach to
teaching reading and spelling. Originally developed in the early 20th century
by Dr. Samuel Orton and Anna Gillingham, the method is particularly effective
for learners with dyslexia, providing explicit instruction in phonemic
awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension. Chicago's
educational ecosystem, with its diverse student population and emphasis on
inclusive learning, has spurred interest in OG training among school
districts, private institutions, and individual practitioners.

The city’s educational initiatives increasingly prioritize early intervention
strategies and professional development for teachers. Orton Gillingham
training in Chicago serves as a response to these needs, offering
certification and workshops that empower educators to implement
scientifically grounded reading interventions.

Key Providers of Orton Gillingham Training in
Chicago

Several organizations and institutions in Chicago provide OG training, each
with distinct features, formats, and certification pathways. These programs
generally adhere to the standards set by the Academy of Orton-Gillingham
Practitioners and Educators (AOGPE), ensuring fidelity to the approach.

1. Academy of Orton-Gillingham Practitioners and



Educators (AOGPE) Certified Training

AOGPE-certified courses in Chicago are often delivered through partnerships
with local universities or specialized literacy centers. These comprehensive
training programs typically include:

Intensive foundational coursework covering phonology, linguistics, and
instructional techniques

Supervised practicum hours with direct student instruction

Assessment strategies for identifying and supporting struggling readers

Participants usually complete training over several months to a year,
culminating in certification that qualifies them to serve as OG practitioners
or educators.

2. University-affiliated Programs

Institutions such as DePaul University and National Louis University
occasionally offer OG training modules or certificate programs. These
university-affiliated courses benefit from academic rigor and integration
with broader special education curricula. However, availability may be
limited due to program cycles or cohort sizes.

3. Private Literacy Centers and Tutoring Agencies

Chicago hosts several private centers specializing in dyslexia intervention
and literacy education that offer OG training and workshops. These providers
often focus on flexible scheduling, including weekend or evening sessions,
appealing to working educators or paraprofessionals seeking professional
development without disrupting their current roles.

Features and Benefits of Orton Gillingham
Training in Chicago

Orton Gillingham training programs in Chicago share several core
characteristics that align with best practices in literacy instruction:



Multisensory Instructional Techniques

Training emphasizes engaging multiple senses—visual, auditory, kinesthetic,
and tactile—to reinforce learning. This approach has been shown through
research to improve retention and decoding skills, especially for students
with dyslexia.

Explicit and Systematic Teaching

Trainees learn to deliver structured lessons that build upon previously
mastered concepts, minimizing guesswork and promoting mastery. This method
contrasts with more implicit or discovery-based reading instruction models.

Data-Driven Assessment and Intervention

Programs teach participants to use diagnostic tools and progress monitoring
to tailor instruction to individual learner profiles, a critical component in
Chicago’s push for personalized education.

Professional Growth and Career Advancement

Completing OG training often leads to enhanced credentials, making educators
more competitive for specialized roles in school districts or private
practice. Additionally, certified practitioners contribute to improved
literacy outcomes, a measurable benefit noted in numerous Chicago-area
schools implementing OG methodologies.

Challenges and Considerations When Pursuing OG
Training in Chicago

While the availability of Orton Gillingham training in Chicago is
substantial, prospective trainees should be mindful of several factors:

Cost: Comprehensive certification programs can be financially demanding,
with tuition ranging from $1,500 to over $3,000 depending on the
provider and program length.

Time Commitment: Full certification requires a significant time
investment, including coursework and clinical practicum, which may be
challenging for full-time educators.



Program Variability: Not all training programs offer the same depth or
accreditation status. Ensuring alignment with recognized standards like
AOGPE is crucial for credential validity.

Access and Scheduling: While in-person sessions provide hands-on
experience, some programs in Chicago have adapted to hybrid or online
models, a shift accelerated by the COVID-19 pandemic, offering greater
flexibility but potentially less tactile engagement.

Comparing Orton Gillingham Training to
Alternative Literacy Programs in Chicago

Chicago educators often balance multiple literacy initiatives, such as Wilson
Reading System, Lindamood-Bell, and Reading Recovery. Compared to these,
Orton Gillingham stands out for its multisensory, phonics-based approach and
its strong focus on dyslexia.

Wilson Reading System: Shares similarities with OG in structure but is a
proprietary program with a more scripted curriculum.

Lindamood-Bell: Emphasizes sensory-cognitive processing, extending
beyond phonics to include comprehension and language skills, often
requiring more intensive training.

Reading Recovery: Focuses on early literacy intervention in kindergarten
and first grade, with less emphasis on multisensory phonics.

These distinctions influence the choice of professional development based on
the specific needs of the student population and educator goals.

Impact of Orton Gillingham Training on
Chicago’s Educational Landscape

Adopting OG-trained educators has contributed positively to literacy rates
and reading proficiency in various Chicago schools, especially those serving
high-needs and diverse learners. Reports from district programs indicate
improvements in decoding skills and reading fluency among students receiving
instruction from certified OG practitioners.

Moreover, the presence of OG training supports Chicago’s commitment to equity
in education by providing teachers with effective tools to address learning



disabilities. The city’s investment in such training reflects broader
national trends emphasizing evidence-based literacy interventions.

In summary, Orton Gillingham training in Chicago represents a vital resource
for educators dedicated to advancing literacy and supporting students with
dyslexia. While challenges such as cost and time investment exist, the
professional and student-centered benefits make these programs a significant
component of Chicago’s educational framework. As demand continues to grow,
the city’s offerings are likely to expand, further cementing its role as a
center for multisensory literacy instruction.
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