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Nier Automata Quest Guide: Navigating the Machine-Infested World with Ease

nier automata quest guide is essential for anyone diving into the rich,
narrative-driven universe of this critically acclaimed action RPG. Developed
by PlatinumGames and published by Square Enix, Nier Automata blends fast-
paced combat with a deeply philosophical storyline, offering players a unique
experience filled with emotional depth and challenging gameplay. Whether
you're a newcomer or returning to the game, understanding the quests and how
to approach them can significantly enhance your journey through the desolate
Earth ruled by androids and machines.

In this guide, we'll explore the main quests, side missions, and tips for
efficiently progressing through Nier Automata. We'll also cover important
details about how quests tie into the game's multiple endings, ensuring you
don't miss any critical moments or hidden content.

Understanding Nier Automata’s Quest Structure

Unlike many RPGs that rely on traditional quest logs and markers, Nier
Automata offers a more organic quest experience. Quests are divided mainly
into main story missions and side quests, often called “Requests.” These
Requests are given by NPCs scattered throughout the game’s world, providing
players with challenges ranging from item collection to combat trials.

Main Story Missions

The main storyline follows the android protagonists—2B, 9S, and A2—as they
battle machine lifeforms in a post-apocalyptic Earth. These primary missions
drive the narrative forward and unlock new areas, abilities, and story
developments. Completing these quests is necessary to experience the full
scope of the game’s plot and unlock different perspectives.

Side Quests and Requests

Side quests in Nier Automata are often referred to as Requests and can be
found by interacting with NPCs in hubs such as the Resistance Camp, Desert
Zone, or City Ruins. These tasks not only provide useful rewards like
weapons, upgrades, and insight into the game’s lore but also flesh out the
world-building and character development. Some Requests are simple fetch
quests, while others involve defeating specific enemies or solving
environmental puzzles.

Where to Find and How to Manage Quests

One of the unique aspects of Nier Automata is its minimalist quest tracking
system. Unlike traditional RPGs with detailed quest logs, Nier Automata gives
players a list of active Requests that can be viewed in the menu, but the



game encourages exploration and observation to progress.

Locating Requests

NPCs who offer Requests typically have an exclamation mark (!) floating above
their heads. The Resistance Camp, a central hub, is the primary location to
accept many of these side quests. Exploring other key locations like the
Amusement Park, Bunker, or Factory Zone also reveals additional Requests.

Tips for Managing Quests Efficiently

Prioritize story missions: These unlock new areas where more Requests
become available.

Keep an eye on the mini-map: Quest-givers are usually marked with icons,
making it easier to locate them.

Complete Requests in batches: Many quests require visiting the same
locations or defeating similar enemies.

Check your inventory and upgrade your Pod: Some quests become simpler if
you have the right weapons or Pod programs.

Key Side Quests Worth Completing

While Nier Automata’s side quests may seem straightforward, several stand out
for their impact on gameplay and story immersion. Here are a few Requests you
shouldn’t miss:

The Lost Child

Located in the Resistance Camp, this quest involves helping a young android
find her missing toy. It’s a touching side story that adds emotional depth to
the game’s setting.

Data Analysis Requests

Several Requests involve scanning or analyzing machine lifeforms. These
provide valuable lore and sometimes unlock powerful weapons or upgrades.

Defeat Specific Bosses or Enemies

Some Requests challenge you to defeat unique machine bosses or groups of
enemies. These fights test your combat skills and reward you with rare



materials.

Connecting Quests to Nier Automata’s Multiple
Endings

Nier Automata is famous for its multiple endings, labeled from A to Z, which
are unlocked through specific story progressions and player choices. While
the main endings are primarily tied to story missions, some side quests
subtly influence character development and world events that enrich your
understanding of those endings.

How Quest Completion Influences the Story

Completing Requests often leads to additional dialogue and scenes that deepen
the narrative. For example, fulfilling certain side quests may reveal more
about the resistance androids’ motivations or the machine lifeforms’
evolution. These narrative layers contribute to the game’s themes of
consciousness and identity, enhancing the emotional weight of the endings.

Tips for Experiencing All Endings

Play through the main story multiple times with different characters to
unlock endings A, B, and C.

Pay attention to side quests and dialogues for additional clues on
secret endings.

Consider using guides to unlock the more obscure endings, which often
require specific in-game actions or choices.

Combat and Quest Tips to Make Your Journey
Smoother

Nier Automata’s combat system is fluid and fast-paced, blending hack-and-
slash mechanics with bullet-hell elements. Tackling quests effectively often
means mastering combat strategies and managing your upgrade paths wisely.

Upgrade Your Pods and Weapons

Your Pod companion plays a crucial role in combat and exploration. Equipping
the right Pod programs, such as EMP blasts or shield boosters, can turn
difficult quests into manageable encounters. Similarly, upgrading weapons not
only boosts damage but also unlocks new combo attacks.



Use Environmental Awareness

Many quests require navigating complex environments or locating hidden items.
Taking time to explore can reveal shortcuts, hidden chests, or alternate
paths that make quest completion faster and more enjoyable.

Prepare for Boss Fights

Certain Requests involve challenging bosses. Before engaging, ensure you have
stocked healing items, optimized your weapons, and learned the boss’s attack
patterns. Dodging and counterattacking at the right moments is key to
victory.

Exploring Optional Content and Its Impact on
Quests

Beyond the main and side quests, Nier Automata offers a wealth of optional
content that enriches the experience. This includes hidden quests, secret
areas, and collectibles that tie into the game’s lore.

Hidden Quests and Easter Eggs

Some Requests are not immediately obvious and require players to interact
with the environment or NPCs in specific ways. Discovering these hidden
quests can unlock unique weapons or story insights.

Collectibles and Upgrades

Collecting items such as weapon cores, chips, and quest-specific materials
often rewards you with upgrades that make future quests easier. Keeping an
eye out for these can significantly boost your progression.

With these tips and insights from this nier automata quest guide, you’re
better equipped to navigate the sprawling world of Nier Automata. Embrace the
game’s blend of action, narrative, and exploration to uncover every hidden
secret and experience the full emotional impact of this unforgettable
adventure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best way to start the main quests in Nier
Automata?

To start the main quests in Nier Automata, begin by following the initial
storyline given by the game. Focus on completing the missions assigned by the
YoRHa command, which will guide you through the main narrative and unlock new



areas.

How do I unlock all side quests in Nier Automata?

Side quests in Nier Automata unlock as you explore different regions and
interact with NPCs. Make sure to revisit areas after progressing the main
story, as some side quests become available later. Pay attention to quest
markers and dialogue to trigger them.

Where can I find the quest 'The Wandering Couple'?

The quest 'The Wandering Couple' is given by an NPC named Devola and Popola
in the Resistance Camp. You need to find them and follow their side quest
chain, which involves retrieving various items and battling enemies.

Are there any quests that affect the game's endings
in Nier Automata?

Yes, certain decisions during quests and story progression influence the
multiple endings of Nier Automata. Completing all main and side quests is
essential to unlocking the full narrative and achieving all endings,
especially ending E.

How can I efficiently complete fetch quests in Nier
Automata?

To efficiently complete fetch quests, upgrade your Pod for better scanning
and use fast travel points to minimize backtracking. Also, keep track of
quest items on the map and prioritize quests in the same area to save time.

What tips help in completing the 'Machine Hunt'
quests?

'Machine Hunt' quests require defeating specific machine enemies. Equip
combat-enhancing chips, use Pod attacks strategically, and learn enemy attack
patterns to complete these quests more easily.

When do new quests become available after finishing
the main story?

After finishing the initial playthrough (Route A), new quests become
available in subsequent playthroughs (Route B and C). Some side quests and
story elements only unlock after progressing through these additional routes.

Is there a comprehensive quest guide available to
track all quests in Nier Automata?

Yes, many online guides and wikis provide comprehensive quest tracking for
Nier Automata, detailing quest locations, objectives, and rewards. Using
these resources can help ensure you don't miss any quests or important story
elements.



Additional Resources
Nier Automata Quest Guide: Navigating the Complex Narrative and Side Missions

nier automata quest guide serves as an essential resource for players seeking
to unravel the intricate storytelling and multifaceted objectives embedded
within PlatinumGames’ critically acclaimed action RPG. Released in 2017, Nier
Automata is renowned not only for its fluid combat system and philosophical
underpinnings but also for a quest structure that intertwines main storyline
progressions with a plethora of side missions. Understanding how to approach
these quests optimally can significantly enhance the gameplay experience,
allowing players to fully appreciate the game’s narrative depth and unlock
its multiple endings.

Understanding the Quest Structure in Nier
Automata

Unlike many RPGs that rely heavily on traditional quest logs and markers,
Nier Automata adopts a minimalist approach. This design choice can be both
intriguing and challenging for players new to the game’s ecosystem. The
quests are broadly categorized into main quests, which drive the central
storyline, and side quests, which offer character development, world-
building, and unique rewards.

The main quests primarily follow the perspectives of androids 2B, 9S, and A2,
presenting a layered narrative that unfolds through multiple playthroughs.
Side missions, meanwhile, range from simple fetch quests to more complex
investigative tasks that often reveal additional lore and emotional nuance.

Main Quests: The Backbone of Nier Automata’s
Narrative

The main quests are indispensable for progressing through the game’s core
story. They typically involve combat against machine lifeforms, exploration
of post-apocalyptic environments, and hacking sequences that provide insight
into the game’s dystopian themes. Key moments in the storyline are segmented
into multiple playthroughs—designated as Routes A, B, and C—each offering
fresh perspectives and new objectives.

One of the distinctive features of the main quests is their nonlinear
storytelling. For instance, Route B revisits many events from Route A but
from 9S’s viewpoint, adding layers of complexity to the player’s
understanding. This approach encourages players to engage with the game
multiple times, ensuring that quest progression is not simply linear but
instead evolves with the player’s growing comprehension of the narrative.

Side Quests: Enhancing World-Building and Character
Development

Side quests in Nier Automata often appear deceptively straightforward but are
integral to fleshing out the world and its inhabitants. These missions are



primarily offered by NPCs scattered across various locations such as the
Resistance Camp, Desert Zone, and City Ruins. While many side quests revolve
around objectives like collecting materials, eliminating specific enemies, or
delivering items, others delve into philosophical questions and character
backstories.

A notable aspect of side quests is their ability to provide unique rewards,
including rare weapons, upgrades, and pods. They also often include subtle
narrative threads that deepen players’ emotional engagement. For example,
some quests explore the existential dilemmas faced by androids and machines
alike, complementing the main storyline’s themes.

Efficient Strategies to Complete Quests

Navigating the quests efficiently requires a blend of exploration, combat
proficiency, and attentiveness to dialogue. Since the game does not heavily
rely on quest markers, players must often rely on environmental cues and NPC
hints.

Tracking Quest Progress

Nier Automata’s minimalist quest tracking system can be a double-edged sword.
While it encourages exploration and immersion, it may also lead to confusion,
especially for newcomers. Players benefit from maintaining mental or physical
notes on quest objectives and locations.

Using the in-game map strategically is crucial. While it does not always
pinpoint exact quest locations, it does highlight areas where NPCs and quest-
related items are found. Revisiting previously explored zones after receiving
new quests often reveals additional objectives or clues.

Combat and Resource Management

Combat is a core component of many quests, particularly main missions.
Players should balance aggressive tactics with defensive maneuvers, utilizing
the diverse arsenal of weapons and pod support attacks. Upgrading weapons and
pods through side quests and resource gathering can drastically improve
combat effectiveness and survivability.

Resource management also plays a vital role. Gathering materials during side
quests enables weapon enhancements and provides crafting components for
critical upgrades. Efficient farming of resources can streamline quest
completion and reduce repetitive grinding.

Key Side Quests Worth Prioritizing

Given the abundance of side quests, prioritizing those with substantial
narrative or gameplay benefits is advisable. Below are several noteworthy
side missions:



Data Analysis: Offered early in the game, this quest introduces players
to the hacking mechanics and provides valuable experience.

Emil’s Side Quests: These quests not only unlock unique weapons but also
deepen the lore surrounding Emil, a recurring character from the Nier
universe.

Machine Lifeform Research: This series of side quests provides insights
into the machine enemies’ behavior and origins, enriching the player’s
understanding of the game’s central conflict.

Resistance Camp Requests: Completing these quests strengthens the
Resistance’s position and often rewards players with upgrades and rare
items.

Balancing Side Quests with Main Story Progression

While side quests enhance the gaming experience, overindulgence can disrupt
narrative pacing. Players aiming to experience the full story should
intersperse side quest completion with main quest progression to maintain
momentum. This balance ensures that players remain engaged without becoming
overwhelmed by optional content.

Multiple Endings and Their Quest Dependencies

One of the most compelling aspects of Nier Automata is its multiple endings,
each unlocked through specific quest-related choices and actions. The game
features 26 endings, with the primary ones labeled from A to E. These endings
depend heavily on completing certain quests and achieving particular story
milestones.

For example, the transition from Route C to Route D hinges on decisions made
during key quests involving character interactions and combat outcomes.
Additionally, some side quests influence subtle variations in story elements
that contribute to the overall ending.

Players aiming for full completion should consult detailed walkthroughs or
guides that map quest triggers to endings. This attention to quest
dependencies not only maximizes narrative satisfaction but also encourages
multiple playthroughs.

Impact of Quests on Gameplay and Replayability

The intertwining of quests and narrative in Nier Automata significantly
boosts replayability. Each quest completed and each path chosen opens new
layers of story and gameplay mechanics. The game’s design encourages players
to experiment with different strategies and decisions, making the quest guide
an invaluable tool.

Moreover, the philosophical and emotional weight embedded in many quests
elevates Nier Automata beyond typical action RPGs. Side quests, in



particular, offer moments of introspection that complement the high-octane
main missions, creating a balanced and immersive experience.

In sum, mastering the quest system in Nier Automata requires patience,
strategic planning, and an appreciation for the game’s narrative ambitions.
Whether focusing on the main storyline or exploring the rich tapestry of side
missions, players are rewarded with a deeply engaging world that challenges
conventions and invites thoughtful exploration.
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