LEVELS OF ANALYSIS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

LEVELS OF ANALYSIS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: UNDERSTANDING THE COMPLEX W/ ORLD OF GLOBAL PoLITICS

LEVELS OF ANALYSIS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS SERVE AS A FUNDAMENTAL FRAMEWORK FOR EXPLORING THE COMPLEX
INTERACTIONS AND DYNAMICS THAT SHAPE GLOBAL POLITICS. WHETHER YOU'RE A STUDENT, A POLICY ENTHUSIAST, OR SIMPLY
CURIOUS ABOUT WHY NATIONS BEHAVE THE WAY THEY DO, UNDERSTANDING THESE LEVELS CAN UNLOCK DEEPER INSIGHTS INTO
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. AT ITS CORE, THE CONCEPT BREAKS DOWN THE VAST AND OFTEN BEWILDERING LANDSCAPE OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS INTO MANAGEABLE LAYERS, EACH HIGHLIGHTING DIFFERENT ACTORS, MOTIVES, AND FORCES AT PLAY.

IN THIS ARTICLE, WE’LL DIVE INTO THE THREE PRIMARY LEVELS OF ANALYSIS WIDELY RECOGNIZED IN THE FIELD: THE INDIVIDUAL,
THE STATE (OR DOMESTIC), AND THE SYSTEMIC (OR INTERNATIONAL). ALONG THE WAY, WE’LL EXPLAIN HOW THESE LAYERS
INTERSECT, WHY THEY MATTER, AND HOW THEY HELP ANALYSTS MAKE SENSE OF EVERYTHING FROM DIPLOMATIC NEGOTIATIONS
TO CONFLICTS AND COOPERATION ON THE WORLD STAGE.

THe CONCEPT OF LEVELS OF ANALYSIS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

THE IDEA OF LEVELS OF ANALYSIS IS ROOTED IN THE NEED TO UNDERSTAND THE MULTIFACETED NATURE OF INTERNATIONAL
POLITICS. |T ACKNOWLEDGES THAT NO SINGLE EXPLANATION CAN FULLY ACCOUNT FOR THE BEHAVIOR OF STATES AND OTHER
ACTORS, AND INSTEAD ENCOURAGES LOOKING AT PHENOMENA THROUGH DIFFERENT LENSES.

BY DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN VARIOUS LEVELS, SCHOLARS AND PRACTITIONERS CAN PINPOINT THE CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES
OF INTERNATIONAL EVENTS MORE CLEARLY. FOR EXAMPLE, THE OUTBREAK OF A WAR MIGHT BE LINKED TO THE DECISIONS OF KEY
LEADERS (INDIVIDUAL LEVEL), DOMESTIC POLITICAL PRESSURES (STATE LEVEL), OR THE ANARCHIC STRUCTURE OF THE
INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM (SYSTEMIC LEVEL).

INDIVIDUAL LEVEL: UNDERSTANDING THE ROLE OF PEOPLE IN GLOBAL
PoLiTICS

AT THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL OF ANALYSIS, THE FOCUS IS ON HUMAN BEINGS—THE DECISION-MAKERS, LEADERS, DIPLOMATS, AND
EVEN INFLUENTIAL THINKERS WHO SHAPE INTERNATIONAL EVENTS THROUGH THEIR CHOICES AND PERCEPTIONS.

\WHY THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL MATTERS

OFTEN OVERLOOKED IN FAVOR OF GRAND THEORIES, THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL REMINDS US THAT INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS ARE
NOT JUST ABOUT FACELESS STATES OR ABSTRACT FORCES. INSTEAD, THE PERSONALITIES, BELIEFS, EMOTIONS, AND COGNITIVE
BIASES OF LEADERS CAN HAVE A PROFOUND IMPACT. CONSIDER HOW W/ INSTON CHURCHILL’S RESILIENCE DURING W/ ORLD W AR
OR JoHN F. KENNEDY'S HANDLING OF THE CUBAN MissiLE CRISIS INFLUENCED THE COURSE OF HISTORY.

FAcCTORS INFLUENCING DECISIONS AT THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL

® PSYCHOLOGICAL TRAITS: LEADERS’ RISK TOLERANCE, WORLDVIEW, AND TEMPERAMENT AFFECT FOREIGN POLICY
DECISIONS.

* PERCEPTIONS AND MISPERCEPTIONS: HOW INDIVIDUALS INTERPRET INFORMATION CAN LEAD TO COOPERATION OR
CONFLICT.



® SKILLS AND EXPERIENCES: BACKGROUNDS IN MILITARY, DIPLOMACY, OR ECONOMICS SHAPE APPROACHES TO PROBLEM-
SOLVING.

UNDERSTANDING THIS LEVEL IS CRUCIAL WHEN ANALYZING CRISES OR DIPLOMATIC BREAKTHROUGHS, WHERE PERSONAL RAPPORT
OR MISJUDGMENTS CAN TIP THE SCALES.

STATE LEVEL: DOMESTIC PoLiTics AND NATIONAL INTERESTS

MoVING UP, THE STATE LEVEL OF ANALYSIS ZOOMS OUT TO EXAMINE THE INTERNAL CHARACTERISTICS OF COUNTRIES,
INCLUDING THEIR POLITICAL SYSTEMS, ECONOMIC STRUCTURES, SOCIAL FORCES, AND CULTURAL IDENTITIES.

How DoMEesTIc FACTORS SHAPE FOREIGN PoLicY

STATES DO NOT OPERATE IN A VACUUM; THEIR FOREIGN POLICIES OFTEN REFLECT INTERNAL DYNAMICS. DEMOCRACIES,
AUTHORITARIAN REGIMES, AND HYBRID SYSTEMS MAY HAVE DIFFERENT PRIORITIES AND CONSTRAINTS WHEN ENGAGING
INTERNATIONALLY. FOR INSTANCE, PUBLIC OPINION, INTEREST GROUPS, BUREAUCRATIC POLITICS, AND ECONOMIC INTERESTS ALL
PLAY ROLES IN SHAPING A COUNTRY’S INTERNATIONAL BEHAVIOR.

Key COMPONENTS OF THE STATE LEVEL

® REGIME TYPE: DEMOCRACIES TEND TO BE MORE TRANSPARENT AND ACCOUNTABLE, WHICH CAN INFLUENCE THEIR FOREIGN
POLICY CONSISTENCY.

o NATIONAL IDENTITY AND CULTURE: SHARED VALUES AND HISTORICAL NARRATIVES AFFECT HOW STATES PERCEIVE
ALLIES AND ADVERSARIES.

* ECONOMIC INTERESTS: TRADE DEPENDENCIES, RESOURCE NEEDS, AND INDUSTRIAL POLICIES IMPACT INTERNATIONAL
ALIGNMENTS.

¢ DOMESTIC POLITICAL PRESSURES: ELECTIONS, LOBBYING GROUPS, AND POLITICAL PARTIES SHAPE FOREIGN POLICY
OPTIONS.

BY ANALYZING THESE ELEMENTS, SCHOLARS CAN BETTER UNDERSTAND WHY STATES WITH SIMILAR POWER CAPABILITIES MIGHT
BEHAVE DIFFERENTLY ON THE WORLD STAGE.

SysTEMIC LEVEL: THE INTERNATIONAL STRUCTURE AND ANARCHY

THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF ANALYSIS, THE SYSTEMIC OR INTERNATIONAL LEVEL, LOOKS BEYOND INDIVIDUAL STATES TO THE
BROADER GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH THEY OPERATE. THIS PERSPECTIVE EMPHASIZES THE STRUCTURE OF THE
INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM, ESPECIALLY ITS ANARCHIC NATURE—THAT IS, THE ABSENCE OF A CENTRAL AUTHORITY ABOVE
SOVEREIGN STATES.



THE IMPORTANCE OF ANARCHY IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

UNLIKE DOMESTIC POLITICS, WHERE A GOVERNMENT ENFORCES LAWS, THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM LACKS A GLOBAL “poLice.”
THIS ANARCHY COMPELS STATES TO PRIORITIZE THEIR SECURITY AND SURVIVAL, OFTEN LEADING TO POWER STRUGGLES,
ALLIANCES, AND BALANCING BEHAVIORS.

STRUCTURAL THEORIES AND THEIR INSIGHTS

REALIST THEORIES, FOR EXAMPLE, FOCUS HEAVILY ON THIS LEVEL, ARGUING THAT THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWER AMONG STATES
(UNIPOLAR, BIPOLAR, MULTIPOLAR SYSTEMS) LARGELY DETERMINES INTERNATIONAL OUTCOMES. THE SYSTEMIC LEVEL EXPLORES
PHENOMENA SUCH AS:

* POWER DISTRIBUTION: HOW THE NUMBER AND RELATIVE STRENGTH OF GREAT POWERS INFLUENCE STABILITY AND
CONFLICT.

¢ INTERNATIONAL NORMS AND INSTITUTIONS: THOUGH THE SYSTEM IS ANARCHIC, RULES AND ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE UN
oR W TO SHAPE STATE BEHAVIOR.

o GLOBALIZATION AND INTERDEPENDENCE: ECONOMIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL INTEGRATION ALTER HOW STATES INTERACT
WITHIN THE SYSTEM.

THIS LEVEL HELPS EXPLAIN PATTERNS AND TRENDS THAT TRANSCEND ANY SINGLE STATE OR LEADER, SUCH AS ARMS RACES OR
GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL AGREEMENTS.

INTERPLAY BETWEEN LEVELS OF ANALYSIS

W/HILE IT’S HELPFUL TO DELINEATE THESE LEVELS, REAL-\WORLD INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS RARELY FIT NEATLY INTO ONE
CATEGORY. OFTEN/ EVENTS ARE BEST UNDERSTOOD BY EXAMINING HOW FACTORS AT MULTIPLE LEVELS INTERACT.

ExAMPLES OF MULTI-LEVEL ANALYSIS

- THe 2003 IRAQ W/ AR CAN BE ANALYZED THROUGH THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL (DECISIONS BY U.S. PRESIDENT GEORGE W. BUSH)
STATE LEVEL (U.S. DOMESTIC POLITICS AND MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL INTERESTS), AND SYSTEMIC LEVEL (POST-9/ 171 SECURITY
ENVIRONMENT AND GLOBAL POWER DYNAMICS).

- THe RISE OF CHINA INVOLVES SYSTEMIC CONSIDERATIONS OF SHIFTING POWER BALANCES, STATE-LEVEL ECONOMIC REFORMS
AND NATIONALISM, AND INDIVIDUAL LEADERSHIP STRATEGIES.

/

RECOGNIZING THESE INTERSECTIONS ENRICHES ANALYSIS AND PREVENTS OVERSIMPLIFICATION.

APPLYING LEVELS OF ANALYSIS: TIPS FOR STUDENTS AND ANALYSTS

IF YOU’RE DELVING INTO INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, WHETHER IN ACADEMIA OR POLICY, HERE ARE A FEW TIPS FOR EFFECTIVELY
USING LEVELS OF ANALYSIS:

® START BROAD, THEN NARROW DOWN: BEGIN WITH THE SYSTEMIC LEVEL TO UNDERSTAND THE GENERAL CONTEXT, THEN
ZOOM INTO STATE AND INDIVIDUAL FACTORS FOR DETAILED EXPLANATIONS.



* BE MINDFUL OF BIAS: AVOID OVEREMPHASIZING ONE LEVEL AT THE EXPENSE OF OTHERS—COMPLEX PHENOMENA OFTEN
REQUIRE A BALANCED APPROACH.

o USE CASE STUDIES: APPLYING LEVELS OF ANALYSIS TO HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY EVENTS SHARPENS YOUR
ANALYTICAL SKILLS AND DEEPENS COMPREHENSION.

® STAY UPDATED ON THEORY: DIFFERENT IR THEORIES EMPHASIZE DIFFERENT LEVELS——REALISM FOCUSES ON SYSTEMIC,
LIBERALISM ON STATE-LEVEL INSTITUTIONS, AND CONSTRUCTIVISM OFTEN HIGHLIGHTS IDENTITY AND INDIVIDUAL
PERCEPTIONS.

BY MASTERING THE LEVELS OF ANALYSIS, YOU’LL ENHANCE YOUR ABILITY TO INTERPRET INTERNATIONAL NEWS, FORECAST
TRENDS, AND ENGAGE IN INFORMED DISCUSSIONS ABOUT GLOBAL AFFAIRS.

BEYOND THE TRADITIONAL THREE LEVELS

W/HILE THE TRI-LEVEL FRAMEWORK IS DOMINANT , SOME SCHOLARS PROPOSE ADDITIONAL LAYERS OR PERSPECTIVES TO CAPTURE
THE FULL COMPLEXITY OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS.

TRANSNATIONAL AND GLOBAL LEVELS

W ITH GLOBALIZATION, NON-STATE ACTORS LIKE MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS, TERRORIST GROUPS, AND INTERNATIONAL
NGOS HAVE GAINED PROMINENCE. THESE ENTITIES OPERATE ACROSS BORDERS AND INFLUENCE OUTCOMES IN WAYS THAT DON’T
NEATLY FIT INTO STATE-CENTRIC MODELS.

THE “TRANSNATIONAL LEVEL” FOCUSES ON INTERACTIONS AMONG THESE ACTORS, WHILE THE “GLOBAL LEVEL” CONSIDERS
OVERARCHING FORCES SUCH AS CLIMATE CHANGE, TECHNOLOGICAL EVOLUTION, AND GLOBAL PUBLIC OPINION.

\WHY EXPANDING LEVELS OF ANALYSIS MATTERS

INCORPORATING THESE BROADER PERSPECTIVES HELPS EXPLAIN PHENOMENA LIKE CYBER W ARFARE, GLOBAL PANDEMICS, OR
INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL CRISES THAT TRANSCEND TRADITIONAL BOUNDARIES. THEY REMIND US THAT THE INTERNATIONAL
SYSTEM IS EVOLVING, REQUIRING CONTINUOUS ADAPTATION OF ANALYTICAL TOOLS.

(UNDERSTANDING THE LEVELS OF ANALYSIS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OFFERS A POWERFUL LENS TO DISSECT THE
COMPLEXITY OF WORLD POLITICS. WHETHER EXPLORING INDIVIDUAL MOTIVATIONS, DOMESTIC PRESSURES, OR SYSTEMIC
FORCES, THIS FRAMEW ORK BRINGS CLARITY AND DEPTH TO THE STUDY OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. AS GLOBAL CHALLENGES
GROW INCREASINGLY INTERCONNECTED, APPRECIATING THESE LAYERS BECOMES ALL THE MORE ESSENTIAL FOR ANYONE SEEKING TO
GRASP THE PULSE OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS TODAY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE MAIN LEVELS OF ANALYSIS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS?

THE MAIN LEVELS OF ANALYSIS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS ARE THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL, THE STATE (OR DOMESTIC) LEVEL,
AND THE INTERNATIONAL (OR SYSTEMIC) LEVEL. THESE LEVELS HELP EXPLAIN THE CAUSES AND DYNAMICS OF INTERNATIONAL
EVENTS.



How DOES THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL OF ANALYSIS INFLUENCE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS?

THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL FOCUSES ON THE ROLES, PERCEPTIONS, DECISIONS, AND PERSONALITIES OF KEY LEADERS, POLICYMAKERS,
AND INFLUENTIAL ACTORS, WHICH CAN SIGNIFICANTLY SHAPE FOREIGN POLICY AND INTERNATIONAL OUTCOMES.

\W/HAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STATE LEVEL OF ANALYSIS IN INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS?

THE STATE LEVEL EXAMINES THE INTERNAL CHARACTERISTICS OF STATES, SUCH AS POLITICAL SYSTEMS, ECONOMIC
STRUCTURES, NATIONAL INTERESTS, AND DOMESTIC POLITICS, TO UNDERSTAND HOW THESE FACTORS INFLUENCE A STATE'S
BEHAVIOR IN THE INTERNATIONAL ARENA.

How DOES THE INTERNATIONAL OR SYSTEMIC LEVEL EXPLAIN GLOBAL INTERACTIONS?

THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL LOOKS AT THE BROADER INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM, INCLUDING THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWER,
ALLIANCES, INTERNATIONAL NORMS, AND INSTITUTIONS, TO EXPLAIN HOW THESE STRUCTURAL FACTORS SHAPE STATE
BEHAVIOR AND GLOBAL OUTCOMES.

CAN THE LEVELS OF ANALYSIS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OPERATE
SIMULTANEOUSLY?

YES/ THE LEVELS OF ANALYSIS OFTEN OPERATE SIMULTANEOUSLY, WITH OUTCOMES IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS RESULTING
FROM A COMPLEX INTERPLAY BETWEEN INDIVIDUAL DECISIONS, STATE CHARACTERISTICS, AND SYSTEMIC STRUCTURES.

\WHY IS THE LEVELS OF ANALYSIS FRAMEWORK IMPORTANT FOR UNDERSTANDING
CONFLICTS?

THIS FRAMEWORK HELPS IDENTIFY THE ROOT CAUSES OF CONFLICTS BY ANALYZING FACTORS AT DIFFERENT LEVELS—SUCH AS
INDIVIDUAL LEADERS’ MOTIVES, STATE INTERESTS, AND INTERNATIONAL POWER DYNAMICS—PROVIDING A COMPREHENSIVE
UNDERSTANDING OF CONFLICT ORIGINS AND POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS.

How DO DIFFERENT INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS THEORIES EMPHASIZE VARIOUS LEVELS
OF ANALYSIS?

REALISM TENDS TO EMPHASIZE THE SYSTEMIC LEVEL FOCUSING ON POWER AND ANARCHY; LIBERALISM OFTEN INCLUDES STATE
AND INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS LEVELS, WHILE CONSTRUCTIVISM HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORTANCE OF IDEAS AND IDENTITIES,
WHICH CAN OPERATE ACROSS INDIVIDUAL, STATE, AND INTERNATIONAL LEVELS.

\W/HAT ROLE DOES THE LEVELS OF ANALYSIS APPROACH PLAY IN FOREIGN POLICY
ANALYSIS?

[T HELPS ANALYSTS DISTINGUISH BETWEEN FACTORS INFLUENCING FOREIGN POLICY DECISIONS, SUCH AS INDIVIDUAL LEADERS’
BELIEFS, DOMESTIC POLITICAL PRESSURES, AND INTERNATIONAL CONSTRAINTS, ENABLING A MORE NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF
WHY STATES ACT THE WAY THEY DO.

ARE THERE CRITICISMS OF THE LEVELS OF ANALYSIS FRAMEWORK IN INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS?
CRITICS ARGUE THAT THE FRAMEWORK CAN BE OVERLY SIMPLISTIC OR COMPARTMENTALIZED, POTENTIALLY OVERLOOKING HOW

INTERACTIONS ACROSS LEVELS ARE DEEPLY INTERCONNECTED AND DYNAMIC, THUS REQUIRING MORE INTEGRATED APPROACHES TO
FULLY UNDERSTAND INTERNATIONAL PHENOMENA.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

LEVELS OF ANALYSIS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: A COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW

LEVELS OF ANALYSIS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS FORM A FUNDAMENTAL FRAMEWORK FOR UNDERSTANDING THE COMPLEX
DYNAMICS THAT GOVERN INTERACTIONS AMONG STATES, INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, AND NON-STATE ACTORS. THiS
ANALYTICAL TOOL HELPS SCHOLARS AND PRACTITIONERS DISSECT THE MULTIFACETED CAUSES OF GLOBAL EVENTS, CONFLICTS,
COOPERATION, AND DIPLOMACY BY CATEGORIZING THEM INTO DISTINCT PERSPECTIVES. BY APPLYING DIFFERENT LEVELS OF
ANALYSIS, ONE CAN BETTER COMPREHEND THE INTRICACIES OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICS, POLICY DECISIONS, AND THE UNDERLYING
FACTORS SHAPING THE GLOBAL ORDER.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF LEVELS OF ANALYSIS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS (|R) ENCOMPASS A VAST ARRAY OF ACTORS AND PHENOMENA, FROM THE STRATEGIC
CALCULATIONS OF NATIONAL LEADERS TO THE INFLUENCE OF GLOBAL INSTITUTIONS AND THE IMPACT OF INDIVIDUAL
PERSONALITIES. TO NAVIGATE THIS COMPLEXITY, THEORISTS AND ANALYSTS EMPLOY LEVELS OF ANALYSIS AS A HEURISTIC
DEVICE, ALLOWING FOR A STRUCTURED EXAMINATION OF INTERNATIONAL EVENTS AND TRENDS. THIS APPROACH IS NOT MERELY
ACADEMIC; IT HAS PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS FOR POLICYMAKERS WHO MUST IDENTIFY THE ROOT CAUSES OF CONFLICTS OR
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALLIANCE-BUILDING.

THE CONCEPT OF LEVELS OF ANALYSIS WAS POPULARIZED BY KENNETH W/ ALTZ IN HIS SEMINAL \WORK, *THEORY OF
INTERNATIONAL PoLiTics® (]979), WHERE HE ARGUED THAT INTERNATIONAL OUTCOMES COULD BE EXPLAINED THROUGH THREE
PRIMARY LENSES: THE INDIVIDUAL, THE STATE, AND THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM. SINCE THEN, THE FRAMEWORK HAS EVOLVED TO
ACCOMMODATE ADDITIONAL LAYERS AND NUANCES, REFLECTING THE GROWING COMPLEXITY OF THE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT.

PRIMARY LEVELS OF ANALYSIS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

1. THe INDIVIDUAL LEVEL

THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL OF ANALYSIS FOCUSES ON THE ROLE OF HUMAN AGENCY IN SHAPING INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. THIS
PERSPECTIVE SCRUTINIZES HOW THE DECISIONS, BELIEFS, PERCEPTIONS, AND PSYCHOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF KEY
FIGURES—SUCH AS HEADS OF STATE, DIPLOMATS, OR MILITARY LEADERS—AFFECT INTERNATIONAL OUTCOMES. IT HIGHLIGHTS
THE IMPACT OF LEADERSHIP STYLES, COGNITIVE BIASES, AND PERSONAL MOTIVATIONS ON FOREIGN POLICY.

For exaMPLE, THE CuBAN MissILE CRISIS OF 1962 IS OFTEN ANALYZED THROUGH THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL, EXPLORING HOW THE
PERSONALITIES AND DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES OF JOHN F. KENNEDY AND NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV INFLUENCED THE CRISIS’S
RESOLUTION. CRITICS OF THIS LEVEL ARGUE THAT IT CAN OVEREMPHASIZE INDIVIDUAL AGENCY AT THE EXPENSE OF STRUCTURAL
FACTORS, BUT ITS PROPONENTS CONTEND THAT LEADERSHIP REMAINS A CRITICAL VARIABLE IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS.

2. THeE STATE LEVEL

THE STATE LEVEL CONCENTRATES ON THE INTERNAL CHARACTERISTICS OF STATES AS THE PRIMARY DRIVERS OF INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS. THIS INCLUDES POLITICAL SYSTEMS, ECONOMIC STRUCTURES, NATIONAL INTERESTS, CULTURE, AND SOCIETAL
PRESSURES. THE STATE IS VIEWED AS THE PRINCIPAL ACTOR IN GLOBAL POLITICS, WITH ITS DOMESTIC ATTRIBUTES SHAPING
FOREIGN POLICY AND INTERNATIONAL BEHAVIOR.

THIS LEVEL EXPLAINS VARIATIONS IN STATE BEHAVIOR BY EXAMINING FACTORS SUCH AS REGIME TYPE (DEMOCRATIC VS.
AUTHORITARIAN), ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AND NATIONAL IDENTITY. For INSTANCE, DEMOCRATIC PEACE THEORY, WHICH
SUGGESTS DEMOCRACIES ARE LESS LIKELY TO GO TO WAR WITH ONE ANOTHER, IS GROUNDED IN THE STATE LEVEL OF ANALYSIS.
THIS PERSPECTIVE HELPS CLARIFY WHY STATES WITH SIMILAR INTERNAL CHARACTERISTICS MAY COOPERATE MORE EASILY OR



WHY CERTAIN DOMESTIC POLITICAL PRESSURES LEAD TO AGGRESSIVE FOREIGN POLICIES.

3. THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM LEVEL

AT THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM LEVEL, THE FOCUS SHIFTS TO THE ANARCHIC STRUCTURE OF THE GLOBAL ARENA \WHERE NO
CENTRAL AUTHORITY EXISTS ABOVE SOVEREIGN STATES. THIS LEVEL EMPHASIZES HOW THE DISTRIBUTION OF
POWER™WHETHER UNIPOLAR, BIPOLAR, OR MULTIPOLAR—SHAPES STATE BEHAVIOR AND INTERNATIONAL OUTCOMES. IT 1S THE
CORNERSTONE OF STRUCTURAL REALISM (NEOREALISM)/ WHICH POSITS THAT THE ANARCHIC NATURE OF THE SYSTEM COMPELS
STATES TO PRIORITIZE SURVIVAL AND POWER BALANCING.

For EXAMPLE, THE CoLD W/ AR’S BIPOLAR SYSTEM, DOMINATED BY THE UNITED STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION, IS OFTEN
ANALYZED THROUGH THIS LENS. THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM LEVEL EXPLAINS PHENOMENA SUCH AS ARMS RACES, ALLIANCES,
AND CONFLICTS AS RESPONSES TO THE SYSTEMIC PRESSURES OF AN ANARCHIC WORLD ORDER. HOWEVER, CRITICS ARGUE THIS
PERSPECTIVE MAY OVERLOOK DOMESTIC FACTORS AND INDIVIDUAL AGENCY.

EXPANDING BEYOND TRADITIONAL LEVELS

W/HILE THE TRADITIONAL TRIAD OF INDIVIDUAL, STATE, AND INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM REMAINS DOMINANT, CONTEMPORARY
SCHOLARSHIP HAS INTRODUCED ADDITIONAL LAYERS TO CAPTURE EMERGING COMPLEXITIES IN GLOBAL POLITICS.

4. THE TRANSNATIONAL LEVEL

THIS LEVEL RECOGNIZES THE GROWING INFLUENCE OF NON-STATE ACTORS, INCLUDING MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS,
INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (NGOS), TERRORIST GROUPS, AND TRANSNATIONAL SOCIAL MOVEMENTS.
[T HIGHLIGHTS HOW CROSS-BORDER INTERACTIONS AND NETWORKS CAN TRANSCEND STATE CONTROL AND IMPACT
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS IN PROFOUND WAYS.

For INSTANCE, THE ROLE OF CLIMATE CHANGE ADVOCACY GROUPS AND MULTINATIONAL ENTERPRISES IN SHAPING INTERNATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL AGREEMENTS EXEMPLIFIES THE IMPORTANCE OF THE TRANSNATIONAL LEVEL. THIS PERSPECTIVE BROADENS THE
ANALYTICAL SCOPE BEYOND TRADITIONAL STATE-CENTRIC MODELS, REFLECTING THE INTERCONNECTED REALITIES OF
GLOBALIZATION.

5. THe ReGloNAL LeveL

REGIONAL DYNAMICS OFTEN SERVE AS A CRITICAL INTERMEDIARY BETWEEN THE DOMESTIC AND GLOBAL SCALES. THE REGIONAL
LEVEL EXAMINES HOW GEOGRAPHIC PROXIMITY, SHARED HISTORIES, AND REGIONAL INSTITUTIONS INFLUENCE STATE BEHAVIOR
AND INTERNATIONAL OUTCOMES. THIS LENS IS PARTICULARLY RELEVANT FOR UNDERSTANDING CONFLICTS, COOPERATION, AND
INTEGRATION WITHIN AREAS SUCH AS THE EUROPEAN UNioN, ASEAN, or THE MIDDLE EAST.

REGIONAL ANALYSIS CAN EXPLAIN WHY CERTAIN CONFLICTS REMAIN LOCALIZED OR HOW REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS MEDIATE

DISPUTES AND FOSTER ECONOMIC COOPERATION. [T ALSO SHEDS LIGHT ON POWER ASYMMETRIES AND SECURITY DILEMMAS
WITHIN SPECIFIC GEOGRAPHIC CONTEXTS.

COMPARATIVE FEATURES AND PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS

EACH LEVEL OF ANALYSIS OFFERS UNIQUE INSIGHTS BUT ALSO PRESENTS LIMITATIONS WHEN APPLIED IN ISOLATION. COMBINING
MULTIPLE LEVELS OFTEN YIELDS A MORE COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF INTERNATIONAL PHENOMENA. FOR EXAMPLE:



o CONFLICT ANALYSIS: UNDERSTANDING A WAR MAY REQUIRE EXAMINING INDIVIDUAL LEADERS’ DECISIONS (INDIVIDUAL
LEVEL), THE STATE’S POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS (STATE LEVEL), AND THE BALANCE OF POWER IN THE
INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM (SYSTEM LEVEL).

* DIPLOMATIC NEGOTIATIONS: SUCCESSFUL DIPLOMACY CAN DEPEND ON INDIVIDUAL NEGOTIATORS’ SKILLS, DOMESTIC
POLITICAL SUPPORT, AND INTERNATIONAL NORMS OR INSTITUTIONS.

o GLOBAL GOVERNANCE: ADDRESSING TRANSNATIONAL CHALLENGES LIKE CLIMATE CHANGE NECESSITATES ANALYZING
TRANSNATIONAL ACTORS ALONGSIDE STATE INTERESTS AND SYSTEMIC CONSTRAINTS.

THE ANALYTICAL FLEXIBILITY PROVIDED BY THESE LEVELS ENABLES SCHOLARS AND POLICYMAKERS TO TAILOR THEIR
APPROACHES ACCORDING TO THE ISSUE AT HAND, IMPROVING THE ACCURACY OF PREDICTIONS AND EFFECTIVENESS OF
INTERVENTIONS.

INTEGRATING LEVELS OF ANALYSIS FOR DEEPER INSIGHT

THE INTERPLAY AMONG DIFFERENT LEVELS OF ANALYSIS ILLUSTRATES THE COMPLEXITY OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. FOR
INSTANCE, THE 2003 IRAQ W AR CAN BE EXAMINED THROUGH MULTIPLE LENSES: THE INDIVIDUAL LEVEL EXPLORES THE DECISIONS
OF LEADERS LIKE GEORGE W/. BUSH AND SADDAM HUSSEIN; THE STATE LEVEL ASSESSES IRAQ’S INTERNAL DYNAMICS AND U.S.
DOMESTIC POLITICS; THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM LEVEL CONSIDERS POST-CoLD W AR UNIPOLARITY AND U.S. GLOBAL
DOMINANCE; AND THE TRANSNATIONAL LEVEL EVALUATES THE IMPACT OF NGOS AND INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC OPINION.

RECOGNIZING THE INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF THESE LEVELS UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF MULTIDIMENSIONAL ANALYSIS IN
AVOIDING SIMPLISTIC EXPLANATIONS. |T ALSO REFLECTS THE EVOLVING NATURE OF GLOBAL POLITICS, WHERE TRADITIONAL
PARADIGMS ARE INCREASINGLY CHALLENGED BY NEW ACTORS AND COMPLEX INTERDEPENDENCIES.

AS INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS CONTINUE TO EVOLVE AMID SHIFTING POWER BALANCES, TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES, AND

EMERGENT GLOBAL CHALLENGES, THE FRAMEWORK OF LEVELS OF ANALYSIS REMAINS AN INDISPENSABLE TOOL. IT FACILITATES A
NUANCED UNDERSTANDING THAT ACCOMMODATES BOTH CONTINUITY AND CHANGE IN THE GLOBAL ARENA.
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