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American Political Science Association Format: A Comprehensive Guide to Mastering APSA Style

american political science association format is an essential citation and formatting style widely used
in political science, public administration, and related disciplines. If you’re diving into political science
research or preparing a manuscript for publication, understanding the nuances of the APSA format can
make a significant difference in how your work is perceived. Beyond just rules, APSA style helps
create clarity, credibility, and uniformity in academic writing, making your arguments easier to follow

and your sources more transparent.

In this article, we’ll explore the core components of the American Political Science Association format,
including citation styles, formatting guidelines, and tips to effectively incorporate APSA into your

research papers.

What Is the American Political Science Association Format?

The American Political Science Association (APSA) format is a set of rules and guidelines designed to
standardize scholarly writing in political science. Similar to other academic styles like APA, MLA, or
Chicago, APSA format dictates how to cite sources, structure papers, and present data. However, it’s
tailored specifically for political science research, emphasizing clarity in citations and bibliographies

that reflect the discipline’s conventions.

This format is widely adopted by political science journals, academic conferences, and educational
institutions, making it a must-know for students and researchers aiming to publish or present their work

in this field.



Why Use APSA Format?

Using APSA format helps maintain consistency across research papers, which benefits both writers
and readers. For writers, it offers a clear framework to organize ideas and sources efficiently. For
readers, it provides a predictable and professional layout that enhances comprehension. Additionally,
many political science journals require submissions in APSA style, so mastering it can open doors for

publishing opportunities.

Key Components of the APSA Format

Understanding the main elements of the APSA style is crucial to applying it correctly. These include

general formatting, in-text citations, and references.

General Formatting Guidelines

APSA format has specific rules regarding the appearance of your paper:

Font and Size: Use a readable serif font like Times New Roman, size 12.

Spacing: Double-space the entire document, including block quotes and references.

Margins: Use 1-inch margins on all sides.

Page Numbers: Include page numbers in the header or footer, typically aligned to the right.

Title Page: While some instructors prefer a simple heading, formal APSA submissions often

include a title page with the paper title, author’s name, institutional affiliation, and date.



In-Text Citations in APSA Format

One of the defining features of the American Political Science Association format is its approach to in-
text citations. APSA uses an author-date citation system, similar to APA style, where the author’s last
name and publication year appear within parentheses.

For example:

- (Smith 2020)
- (Jones and Taylor 2018)

If you’re directly quoting, include the page number:

- (Johnson 2016, 45)

This citation style helps ensure that readers can quickly identify the source of information without

interrupting the flow of the text.

Reference List and Bibliography

At the end of your paper, you’ll include a comprehensive reference list titled “References.” This list

should contain full publication details for every source cited in your text.

Key points to remember:

* Arrange entries alphabetically by the author’s last name.



¢ Indent the second and subsequent lines of each entry (hanging indent).

¢ Include all necessary information such as author name(s), publication year, title, publication

venue, and publisher details.

Here’s an example of a book citation:

Smith, John. 2019. Political Institutions and Public Policy. New York: Oxford University Press.

And an article citation:

Johnson, Emily R. 2017. "Electoral Systems and Voter Turnout." American Political Science Review

111 (3): 542-558.

Detailed Breakdown of APSA Citation Rules

To avoid common pitfalls, it’s useful to delve deeper into how APSA handles different types of

sources.

Books

When citing books, include:

1. Author’s full name (last name first).

2. Publication year.



3. Book title in italics.

4. City of publication and publisher.

Example:

Dahl, Robert A. 2006. On Democracy. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press.

Journal Articles

For journal articles, the format is:

Author(s). Year. "Article Title." Journal Name Volume Number (Issue Number): Page range.

Example:

Putnam, Robert D. 1995. "Bowling Alone: America’s Declining Social Capital." Journal of Democracy 6

(1): 65-78.

Book Chapters and Edited Volumes

When citing a chapter from an edited book, include:

Author(s) of the chapter. Year. "Title of the Chapter." In Title of the Book, edited by Editor's Name(s),

page numbers. City: Publisher.

Example:



Keohane, Robert O. 1986. "Reciprocity in International Relations." In International Institutions and State

Power, edited by Robert O. Keohane, 57-87. Boulder, CO: Westview Press.

Online Sources

For online materials, provide as much information as possible, including the URL and the date

accessed if the content is likely to change.
Example:

Smith, Jane. 2021. "The Future of Global Democracy." Political Science Today.

https://www.politicalsciencetoday.org/future-democracy (accessed March 15, 2024).

Tips for Using the American Political Science Association

Format Effectively

Mastering the APSA format can seem daunting at first, but a few practical tips can smooth the

process:

Use Citation Management Tools

Programs like Zotero, EndNote, or Mendeley support APSA style and can automate much of the
citation formatting. This not only saves time but also reduces errors in your bibliography and in-text

citations.



Consult the Latest APSA Style Manual

The APSA periodically updates its style guidelines. Always refer to the most recent edition of the
APSA Style Manual to ensure your paper adheres to current standards. This is especially important for

formatting electronic sources and handling multiple authors.

Be Consistent

Consistency is key in academic formatting. Make sure the presentation of citations, headings, and
references remains uniform throughout your paper. Inconsistencies can distract readers and undermine

the professionalism of your work.

Pay Attention to Details

Small details like punctuation, capitalization, and italics can affect the clarity and correctness of your
references. For example, article titles should be in quotation marks, while book titles are italicized.

Double-check these nuances to avoid common mistakes.

Common Mistakes to Avoid in APSA Formatting

Even experienced writers stumble over certain aspects of APSA style. Being aware of these common

errors can improve your writing:

e Incorrect Author Names: Ensure you use full names as required and order multiple authors

correctly.



¢ Missing Publication Dates: If the date is unknown, indicate it clearly rather than omitting it.

¢ Improper Use of Italics and Quotation Marks: Book titles must be italicized, whereas article titles

go inside quotation marks.

* Inconsistent Citation Style: Mixing APSA with APA or Chicago citations within the same paper

confuses readers.

e Ignoring Page Numbers in Direct Quotes: Always include page numbers when quoting directly.

Integrating APSA Format into Your Research Workflow

To get the most out of the APSA citation style, consider incorporating it early in your research and
writing process. Taking notes with proper citations from the start saves time during drafting and
revising. Moreover, sharing drafts formatted according to APSA with peers or mentors can facilitate

clearer feedback focused on content rather than formatting issues.

When preparing a manuscript for submission to political science journals, adherence to APSA
guidelines is often a critical factor in acceptance, reflecting the professionalism and rigor of your

scholarship.

Exploring sample papers published in APSA journals can also provide practical insights into how
seasoned scholars apply the format, giving you a real-world sense of its application beyond the

manual.

The American Political Science Association format is more than a set of technical rules—it’s a tool that
helps scholars communicate complex political ideas clearly and credibly. Whether you’re a student

writing your first political science paper or a researcher preparing for publication, embracing APSA



style can enhance your academic writing and position your work within the broader political science

community.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the American Political Science Association (APSA) format?

The APSA format is a citation and style guide used primarily in political science to ensure consistent
formatting of research papers, including guidelines for citations, references, headings, and overall

paper structure.

How do you cite a book in APSA format?

In APSA format, a book citation typically includes the author's last name, first name, publication year,
title of the book in italics, and the publisher. For example: Smith, John. 2020. Political Theory Today.

Oxford University Press.

What is the correct way to cite a journal article in APSA style?

An APSA journal article citation includes the author's name, year of publication, article title in quotation
marks, journal name in italics, volume number, and page range. Example: Doe, Jane. 2019.

"Democracy and Development." American Journal of Political Science 63(2): 123-145.

Does APSA format use footnotes or in-text citations?

APSA format primarily uses in-text citations with the author-date system, similar to APA style, rather
than footnotes or endnotes for referencing sources.

How should the reference list be formatted in APSA style?

The reference list in APSA style should be titled 'References,' formatted with a hanging indent, and

entries should be alphabetized by the authors' last names. Each entry includes full bibliographic details



according to APSA guidelines.

Are there specific guidelines for formatting tables and figures in APSA
format?

Yes, APSA provides guidelines for tables and figures, including numbering them consecutively,
providing clear and descriptive titles, and citing sources if applicable. Tables and figures should be

placed as close as possible to their first mention in the text.

What font and spacing are recommended in APSA format?

APSA recommends using a readable font such as Times New Roman, 12-point size, with double-

spacing throughout the document, including the reference list.

Where can | find the official APSA style guide for formatting papers?

The official APSA style guide can be found on the American Political Science Association's website,

and many universities also provide detailed APSA formatting resources and examples online.

Additional Resources

American Political Science Association Format: A Comprehensive Overview for Scholars and

Researchers

american political science association format represents one of the most widely recognized citation
and style systems within the field of political science. Used predominantly by scholars, students, and
researchers, this format ensures consistency, clarity, and academic rigor in writing across journals,
dissertations, and scholarly publications. As political science continues to evolve as an interdisciplinary
domain, understanding and mastering the American Political Science Association (APSA) format

becomes essential for effective communication and credible scholarship.



Understanding the American Political Science Association

Format

The American Political Science Association format is a citation style designed specifically for political
science literature. It provides detailed guidelines for formatting manuscripts, citing sources, and
structuring bibliographies. Unlike more generalized citation styles such as APA or MLA, APSA is
tailored to the conventions and expectations of political science research, emphasizing clarity,

precision, and the use of authoritative sources.

While APSA shares similarities with Chicago style, especially its author-date citation method, it
incorporates unique features that reflect the nuances of political science writing. The format addresses
the citation of complex government documents, legal materials, datasets, and interviews, which are

commonly used in political science research.

Key Features of APSA Format

At its core, APSA format revolves around a few essential elements that dictate how research papers

should be structured:
* In-text citations: APSA uses an author-date citation system enclosed in parentheses, for
example, (Smith 2020, 45), which allows readers to quickly locate full references.

* Reference list: The bibliography, titled “References,” lists all sources alphabetically by the

author’s last name, ensuring easy navigation.

e Formatting: Manuscripts typically require double-spaced text, one-inch margins, and a readable

serif font such as Times New Roman at 12-point size.



« Title page and headings: APSA specifies clear guidelines for title pages, section headings, and

subheadings, promoting organized presentation of ideas.

Comparison with Other Citation Styles

While APA is prevalent in psychology and social sciences, MLA is dominant in humanities, and
Chicago style spans multiple disciplines, APSA stands out for political science due to its specialized
treatment of government and legal sources. For example, APSA provides explicit formats for citing

congressional hearings, court cases, and international treaties, which are less detailed in APA or MLA.

Moreover, APSA’s focus on author-date citations aligns with current trends favoring the ease of cross-
referencing and avoiding footnote clutter, which is common in Chicago’s notes and bibliography style.
This emphasis benefits political science scholars who often engage heavily with recent and dynamic

sources, such as policy reports and contemporary analyses.

Detailed Breakdown of APSA Citation Components

In-Text Citation Practices

The American Political Science Association format mandates succinct in-text citations that include the
author's last name and the publication year, separated by a space, with a page number following a
comma when referencing specific passages. For example: (Jones 2018, 102). This format aids readers

in instantly connecting the citation to the full reference, streamlining scholarly dialogue.

When multiple works by the same author are cited, APSA differentiates them by appending letters to

the year (e.g., 2019a, 2019b). Additionally, if a source has three or more authors, APSA recommends



using "et al." after the first author’s name to maintain brevity.

References Section: Structuring and Formatting

The References section in APSA is a critical component ensuring source transparency and traceability.

Each entry generally follows this structure:

Author's Last Name, First Name. Year of Publication. Title of the Work. Place of Publication: Publisher.

For journal articles, the format adapts to:

Author's Last Name, First Name. Year. “Title of the Article.” Journal Name Volume Number (Issue

Number): page range.
This structured approach facilitates uniformity across publications and supports readers in locating

original materials efficiently.

Citing Specialized Political Science Sources

Political science research frequently involves citing non-traditional sources such as government
documents, legal rulings, datasets, and interviews. The APSA format provides explicit guidelines for

these items:

¢ Government documents: Include the issuing agency, year, title, and report number when

applicable.

* Legal cases: Cite the case name, volume number, reporter abbreviation, page number, court,

and year.



o Datasets: Reference the data creator, year, title, and the repository or URL where the data can

be accessed.

* Interviews: Provide the interviewee’s name, the type of interview (personal, telephone, email),

and the date.

This specificity enhances the credibility of research and respects the diversity of sources integral to

political analysis.

Advantages and Challenges of Using APSA Format

Adopting the American Political Science Association format offers several advantages:
1. Discipline-specific precision: APSA addresses citation needs unique to political science, reducing
ambiguity.

2. Professional acceptance: Many leading political science journals and academic institutions

require or prefer APSA, making it essential for publication.

3. Clarity and readability: The author-date citation style supports a clean manuscript layout,

improving reader engagement.

However, some challenges accompany the use of APSA format:

e |nitial learning curve: For newcomers, mastering the nuances of APSA, particularly with complex



sources, can be demanding.

¢ Limited software support: Compared to APA or MLA, fewer citation management tools offer

robust APSA style templates, potentially complicating reference management.

¢ Inconsistent adherence: Variations sometimes occur across journals, requiring authors to

carefully check specific submission guidelines.

Despite these hurdles, the benefits of using APSA outweigh the drawbacks for researchers committed

to political science scholarship.

Best Practices for Implementing APSA in Research Writing

To effectively utilize the American Political Science Association format, scholars should consider the

following strategies:

¢ Consult the latest APSA Style Manual or official online resources to ensure up-to-date

compliance.

* Use citation management software that supports APSA or allows customization of citation styles.

¢ Review published articles in top political science journals to observe practical applications of the

format.

¢ Pay special attention to the citation of government and legal sources, which often require

additional details.

¢ Maintain consistency throughout the manuscript, especially in punctuation, capitalization, and



italics.

These practices foster professionalism and enhance the manuscript’s chances of acceptance.

Evolution and Significance of the APSA Format in Political

Science

The American Political Science Association format has evolved alongside the discipline itself, adapting
to technological advances and the expanding scope of political inquiry. From early print-era manuals to
digital style guides, APSA has maintained its commitment to facilitating clear and ethical academic

communication.

Its significance extends beyond mere formatting: APSA embodies a shared scholarly culture that
values transparency, precision, and respect for intellectual property. In a time when interdisciplinary
research and data transparency are increasingly important, APSA’s detailed citation rules help

maintain the integrity of political science scholarship.

Moreover, as political science research incorporates more international and multimedia sources, APSA

continues to expand its guidelines, reflecting the dynamic nature of the field.

The American Political Science Association format thus remains a cornerstone of scholarly writing
within political science, enabling researchers to present their work with authority and clarity. Its
specialized focus and evolving standards make it an indispensable tool for anyone engaged in political

science academia.
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