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Judas Priest Breaking the Law: The Story Behind the Iconic Anthem

judas priest breaking the law is more than just a phrase; it’s a legendary
moment in heavy metal history. The British band Judas Priest released
“Breaking the Law” in 1980 as part of their album *British Steel*, and it
quickly became one of their most recognizable and beloved songs. This track
has since become an anthem for rebellion and nonconformity, capturing the
spirit of rock and metal culture. But what makes “Breaking the Law” so
significant, and how has it influenced music and fans over the decades? Let’s
dive into the story behind Judas Priest breaking the law, explore the song’s
impact, and understand why it remains a timeless classic.

The Origins of Judas Priest Breaking the Law

The late 1970s and early 1980s marked a pivotal era for heavy metal music.
Bands were experimenting with heavier sounds and edgier themes, and Judas
Priest was at the forefront of this movement. When “Breaking the Law” was
written and recorded, it represented a shift toward a more streamlined, hard-
hitting style that was accessible yet powerful.

Rob Halford, the band’s iconic vocalist, once described the song as a
reflection of frustration and the desire for freedom, themes that resonated
with many young people at the time. The lyrics tell a story of a man pushed
to his limits by societal pressures and economic hardships, ultimately
deciding to rebel by “breaking the law.”

Writing and Recording “Breaking the Law”

The songwriting process for “Breaking the Law” was relatively straightforward
but profound in its simplicity. Guitarists K.K. Downing and Glenn Tipton
crafted the signature riff, which is instantly recognizable and has inspired
countless musicians. The riff's catchy and rhythmic nature helped the song
stand out on radio stations and MTV, which was just beginning to showcase
music videos.

The production of the track was handled by Tom Allom, who helped capture the
raw energy of the band while keeping the sound polished enough for mainstream
audiences. The song’s duration is short and punchy, approximately two and a
half minutes, making it perfect as a high-impact single.



Why Judas Priest Breaking the Law Became an
Anthem

It’s hard to overstate the cultural impact of “Breaking the Law.” The song
encapsulates the rebellious spirit that defines heavy metal and rock music.
Fans across generations have adopted it as a rallying cry against oppression,
boredom, or just the everyday grind.

The Lyrics: A Voice for the Disenchanted

The lyrics of “Breaking the Law” are straightforward but powerful. Lines
like:

*“There I was completely wasting, out of work and down
Playing with a loaded gun, why was I born to be an outlaw?”*

hit home with listeners who felt marginalized or stuck. The song taps into
feelings of frustration with authority and societal rules, fostering a sense
of camaraderie among those who feel misunderstood.

Music Video and Visual Impact

The music video for “Breaking the Law” further cemented its place in heavy
metal lore. Featuring the band members “robbing” a bank and performing
energetic riffs, the video added a humorous and rebellious visual narrative
that fans loved. The leather-clad image of Judas Priest frontman Rob Halford
and the band’s overall aesthetic helped define the metal look during the
1980s.

Judas Priest Breaking the Law in the Context of
Heavy Metal History

To truly appreciate “Breaking the Law,” it’s important to understand its
place within the evolution of heavy metal music. Judas Priest helped
transition the genre from blues-based rock to a more aggressive and precise
sound.

Influence on Other Bands and Subgenres

Many bands cite Judas Priest and “Breaking the Law” as a key influence on
their music. The song’s riff structure and rebellious attitude have inspired



everything from thrash metal to punk rock. The song also helped popularize
the “power trio” format—vocals, guitar, and drums—emphasizing tight, high-
energy performances.

The Role of “British Steel” Album

“Breaking the Law” was a part of the *British Steel* album, which is often
considered Judas Priest’s breakthrough record. The album included other hits
like “Living After Midnight” and “Metal Gods,” all of which contributed to
the band’s rise in popularity. This album helped bring heavy metal into the
mainstream and proved that metal could be both commercially successful and
artistically respected.

Legacy and Continued Relevance of Judas Priest
Breaking the Law

Decades after its release, Judas Priest breaking the law still resonates with
fans old and new. The song is a staple at concerts, sporting events, and even
protests, proving its message continues to inspire.

Cover Versions and Pop Culture Appearances

“Breaking the Law” has been covered by numerous artists across various
genres, showcasing its wide-reaching influence. From punk bands to symphonic
metal groups, the song’s adaptability speaks to its strong composition and
universal themes.

Additionally, the track has appeared in movies, video games, and TV shows,
often used to underscore scenes of defiance or high-energy action. This
cross-media presence keeps the song alive in popular culture and introduces
it to younger audiences.

Tips for Aspiring Musicians Inspired by Judas Priest
Breaking the Law

If you’re a musician inspired by Judas Priest breaking the law, there are
valuable lessons to glean from the song’s success:

Keep it simple: The power of “Breaking the Law” lies in its simple,
catchy riff and straightforward lyrics.



Express authentic emotions: The song’s message of frustration and
rebellion feels genuine, which connects deeply with listeners.

Combine energy with precision: Judas Priest’s tight performance shows
how technical skill and raw energy can coexist.

Visual presentation matters: The band’s leather-and-studs look helped
create a memorable image that complemented their sound.

Judas Priest Breaking the Law: More Than Just a
Song

Beyond being a hit single, Judas Priest breaking the law symbolizes a mindset
in rock and metal culture—a refusal to be boxed in by societal rules or
expectations. Its legacy is a testament to how music can empower individuals
and communities to express dissent and embrace freedom.

Whether you’re a long-time metalhead or just discovering the genre, “Breaking
the Law” offers a gateway into the rebellious spirit that has driven heavy
metal’s enduring popularity. It’s a reminder that sometimes, the greatest
power lies in breaking free from the chains that bind us.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the song 'Breaking the Law' by Judas Priest
about?
'Breaking the Law' by Judas Priest is about rebellion and frustration against
societal norms and authority, capturing the spirit of defiance and breaking
free from constraints.

When was 'Breaking the Law' by Judas Priest
released?
'Breaking the Law' was released in 1980 as a single from Judas Priest's album
'British Steel.'

Which album features Judas Priest's 'Breaking the
Law'?
'Breaking the Law' is featured on Judas Priest's 1980 album 'British Steel.'



Who wrote 'Breaking the Law' by Judas Priest?
'Breaking the Law' was written by Judas Priest members Rob Halford, Glenn
Tipton, and K.K. Downing.

Why is 'Breaking the Law' considered one of Judas
Priest's signature songs?
'Breaking the Law' is considered a signature song due to its catchy riff,
rebellious lyrics, and its role in defining the heavy metal genre during the
early 1980s.

What inspired Judas Priest to write 'Breaking the
Law'?
Judas Priest was inspired to write 'Breaking the Law' to express the feelings
of frustration and alienation experienced by youth, emphasizing themes of
rebellion and standing up against oppression.

Has 'Breaking the Law' by Judas Priest been covered
or sampled by other artists?
Yes, 'Breaking the Law' has been covered and sampled by various artists
across different genres, highlighting its lasting influence in rock and metal
music.

What is the iconic music video of 'Breaking the Law'
about?
The music video for 'Breaking the Law' features the band members committing a
humorous bank robbery, emphasizing the rebellious and playful tone of the
song.

How did 'Breaking the Law' impact Judas Priest's
career?
'Breaking the Law' helped catapult Judas Priest to international fame and is
credited with helping to popularize heavy metal music worldwide.

Is 'Breaking the Law' often performed live by Judas
Priest?
Yes, 'Breaking the Law' remains a staple in Judas Priest's live performances
and is a fan favorite at concerts.



Additional Resources
Judas Priest Breaking the Law: An Analytical Review of the Iconic Heavy Metal
Anthem

judas priest breaking the law is more than just a phrase; it represents one
of the most recognizable heavy metal anthems of the late 1970s and a defining
moment in the career of the British band Judas Priest. This track, from their
1979 album *British Steel*, not only solidified their status in the metal
world but also became a cultural symbol of rebellion and defiance. In this
article, we will delve into the origins, cultural impact, musical
composition, and ongoing legacy of "Breaking the Law," while exploring why it
remains a significant piece of music history.

The Genesis of "Breaking the Law"

The late 1970s was a transformative period for heavy metal, with Judas Priest
emerging as pioneers who shaped the genre’s sound and aesthetic. "Breaking
the Law" was written during a time when the band was experimenting with more
concise songwriting and accessible melodies. Unlike some of their earlier,
more complex compositions, this track was designed to be straightforward and
punchy, capturing the frustration and energy of the working class.

Rob Halford, the band’s iconic frontman, and guitarists Glenn Tipton and K.K.
Downing collaborated to craft lyrics that reflected a sense of societal
dissatisfaction without resorting to overt political statements. The song’s
lyrics, centered around themes of rebellion and frustration with authority,
resonated with a wide audience, especially young listeners feeling
marginalized or constrained.

Musical Composition and Style

"Breaking the Law" stands out due to its distinctive riff-driven structure
and memorable chorus. The song’s opening riff is instantly recognizable and
exemplifies the driving, aggressive style that Judas Priest perfected.
Clocking in at just over two minutes, it’s a concise burst of energy that
contrasts with the often lengthy compositions typical in the metal genre.

The production on *British Steel*, overseen by Tom Allom, was cleaner and
more polished than previous Judas Priest albums, helping "Breaking the Law"
achieve radio-friendly status without sacrificing the band’s raw power. The
track’s tempo and rhythm create a relentless momentum that complements the
lyrical message, making it an anthem for those who feel disenfranchised.



Cultural Impact and Legacy

Since its release, "Breaking the Law" has transcended its status as a mere
song to become a symbol of youthful rebellion. It has been featured
extensively in films, television shows, and video games, introducing Judas
Priest to new generations of fans. The track’s influence extends beyond heavy
metal, permeating rock culture and popular media.

The Song as a Protest Anthem

While not explicitly political, "Breaking the Law" captures the spirit of
defiance against societal constraints. During the late 1970s and early 1980s,
economic challenges and social unrest were prevalent in the UK and beyond.
This song provided a voice for listeners who felt disillusioned by the
system, making it a rallying cry without aligning with any formal political
movement.

The universality of its message helped the song maintain relevance over
decades. Its lyrics speak to a broad audience who identify with themes of
injustice and rebellion, regardless of their specific circumstances.

Comparisons with Other Judas Priest Hits

Many fans and critics often compare "Breaking the Law" with other Judas
Priest classics such as "Living After Midnight" and "You've Got Another Thing
Comin'." While the latter songs showcase the band’s versatility and technical
prowess, "Breaking the Law" is notable for its simplicity and immediacy.

This track’s stripped-down approach arguably made it more accessible to
casual listeners and helped Judas Priest break into mainstream consciousness.
Its success paved the way for the band’s continued evolution and
experimentation throughout the 1980s.

Features That Make "Breaking the Law" Enduring

Several key features contribute to the enduring popularity of "Breaking the
Law":

Catchy Riff: The song’s riff is one of the most memorable in heavy
metal, instantly recognizable and often replicated by aspiring
guitarists.

Concise Length: At just over two minutes, the track delivers a powerful



message without overstaying its welcome.

Relatable Lyrics: Themes of frustration and rebellion resonate across
generations.

Production Quality: The polished yet aggressive sound balances
accessibility and metal authenticity.

Additionally, the iconic music video, featuring the band members as bank
robbers, visually reinforced the song’s themes and helped cement its place in
popular culture.

Pros and Cons of the Song’s Approach

Like any influential piece, "Breaking the Law" has its strengths and
limitations:

Pros:1.

Universal appeal due to its straightforward message.

Compact structure allows for easy radio play and memorability.

Showcases Judas Priest’s ability to balance technical skill with
mainstream appeal.

Cons:2.

Some fans of the band’s earlier, more complex work view it as
oversimplified.

Lyrics, while relatable, lack depth or nuance compared to more
politically charged songs.

The Role of "Breaking the Law" in Judas
Priest’s Career Trajectory

The success of "Breaking the Law" marked a turning point for Judas Priest. It



not only boosted album sales for *British Steel* but also expanded their fan
base internationally. The song’s popularity led to increased touring
opportunities and media exposure, solidifying the band’s place as heavy metal
royalty.

In the decades following its release, Judas Priest has continued to perform
"Breaking the Law" live, often eliciting enthusiastic crowd participation.
The song’s energy and message remain relevant, demonstrating the timeless
nature of its appeal.

Impact on Heavy Metal and Broader Music Culture

"Breaking the Law" influenced countless metal bands that followed, inspiring
a wave of artists to embrace more accessible songwriting without abandoning
the genre’s core intensity. It helped bridge the gap between underground
metal scenes and mainstream audiences, contributing to the genre’s growth in
the 1980s and beyond.

Moreover, the song has been covered and referenced by various artists across
different genres, underscoring its wide-reaching impact. Its riff and chorus
have become shorthand for rebellion in popular music, cementing its place in
the lexicon of rock anthems.

As digital platforms continue to introduce classic tracks to new listeners,
"Breaking the Law" enjoys a sustained presence in playlists and streaming
charts, demonstrating the enduring allure of Judas Priest’s music.

The story of "Breaking the Law" is a testament to how a simple, well-crafted
song can capture the zeitgeist and resonate across generations. Through its
compelling riff, relatable lyrics, and cultural significance, Judas Priest
created an anthem that defies time, continually breaking the law of musical
monotony and inspiring fans worldwide.
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