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the art and craft of feature writing based on wall street journal guide william e blundell offers an insightful
exploration into a style of journalism that transcends mere reporting. Feature writing is where storytelling
meets news, weaving facts with narrative flair to engage readers on a deeper level. William E. Blundell, a
seasoned editor and author associated with The Wall Street Journal, has long been revered for his guidance
on this craft, blending precision with creativity. Understanding his approach provides aspiring writers
with a roadmap to producing compelling, well-crafted features that resonate.

Understanding the Essence of Feature Writing

Feature writing is distinct from straightforward news reporting. While news stories deliver facts promptly
and succinctly, features dive beneath the surface, exploring the human element, background, and broader
context of a story. According to William E. Blundell’s Wall Street Journal guide, the art and craft of feature
writing lies in balancing informative content with engaging storytelling. It’s about painting pictures with
words that invite readers into the experience, making the subject matter relatable and memorable.

At its core, feature writing is as much about narrative structure as it is about research. Blundell emphasizes
the importance of careful planning, interviewing, and organization. A great feature not only informs but
also entertains and inspires, often leaving readers with new insights or perspectives.

The Wall Street Journal Approach: Clarity Meets Creativity

The Wall Street Journal is known for its crisp, clear prose and authoritative voice. William E. Blundell’s
guide reflects these qualities, advocating for a style that is accessible yet sophisticated. The art and craft of
feature writing based on Wall Street Journal guide William E. Blundell encourages writers to avoid jargon
and complexity, opting instead for language that invites readers in.

Balancing Precision with Human Interest

One standout aspect of Blundell’s philosophy is the balance between hard facts and human interest. Features
should never sacrifice accuracy for drama, but neither should they be dry recitations of data. His approach



teaches writers to uncover the story beneath the story—finding the individuals, emotions, and stakes that
bring a piece to life. This human-centered perspective fosters empathy and connection, vital elements in
feature writing.

Using Narrative Techniques to Engage Readers

Blundell’s guide highlights several narrative techniques that elevate feature writing. These include:

Scene-setting: Beginning with vivid descriptions to immerse the reader.

Character development: Portraying subjects with depth and nuance.

Conflict and tension: Introducing challenges or dilemmas that drive the story forward.

Show, don’t tell: Using anecdotes and dialogue to illustrate points rather than relying on exposition.

These techniques transform factual pieces into compelling reads that hold attention from start to finish.

Research and Interviewing: Foundations of Great Feature
Writing

No feature can stand without solid research. William E. Blundell’s guide underscores the importance of
meticulous fact-finding, verifying sources, and gathering diverse perspectives. The art and craft of feature
writing based on Wall Street Journal guide William E. Blundell involves not just collecting information
but understanding the story’s nuances.

Conducting Effective Interviews

Interviews are often the heart of feature stories. Blundell advises writers to prepare thoroughly, asking
open-ended questions that encourage subjects to share detailed, candid responses. Listening is as crucial as
questioning—sometimes the best material emerges from unexpected remarks or emotional moments.
Taking comprehensive notes or recording interviews ensures accuracy and enriches the narrative.



Organizing Research for Storytelling

After gathering information, organizing it effectively becomes key. Blundell suggests categorizing notes by
themes or narrative threads, helping writers structure their pieces logically while maintaining flow. This
approach supports the integration of facts and anecdotes, crafting a seamless story that guides readers
naturally through the topic.

Crafting Compelling Leads and Endings

A feature’s opening and closing paragraphs are critical. William E. Blundell’s Wall Street Journal guide
provides valuable insights into crafting leads that hook readers immediately and endings that leave lasting
impressions.

The Art of the Lead

The lead should invite curiosity without overwhelming the reader. Blundell encourages opening with an
intriguing anecdote, a striking fact, or a provocative question. This technique sets the tone and stakes of the
story while drawing readers in. Avoiding clichés and generic statements helps maintain originality and
freshness.

Ending with Impact

Equally important is the ending, which should provide resolution or thoughtful reflection. Blundell
recommends steering clear of abrupt or overly neat conclusions. Instead, endings can offer a broader
context, a call to action, or a poignant quote that lingers in the reader’s mind. The goal is to ensure the
feature feels complete yet thought-provoking.

Polishing the Piece: Editing and Refinement

The art and craft of feature writing based on Wall Street Journal guide William E. Blundell do not stop
once the first draft is complete. Editing is where the story is refined, tightened, and elevated.



Self-Editing Tips from Blundell

Blundell advocates multiple rounds of revision, focusing on clarity, flow, and eliminating redundancy.
Writers should read their work aloud to catch awkward phrasing or rhythm issues. Cutting unnecessary
words sharpens the prose and keeps readers engaged. Attention to grammar, punctuation, and style ensures
professionalism and credibility.

Seeking Feedback

Another vital step is getting feedback from editors, peers, or trusted readers. Blundell highlights the value
of constructive criticism in improving perspective and uncovering blind spots. Fresh eyes can spot
inconsistencies or areas needing elaboration, helping the feature reach its full potential.

Why the Wall Street Journal Guide Remains Relevant Today

In an era saturated with digital content and fleeting attention spans, the principles outlined by William E.
Blundell remain timeless. The art and craft of feature writing based on Wall Street Journal guide William
E. Blundell emphasize storytelling integrity, thoroughness, and reader connection—qualities that transcend
trends.

Moreover, as multimedia journalism evolves, Blundell’s focus on narrative structure and human interest
continues to inform not only print but also digital storytelling, podcasts, and video features. Writers who
master these fundamentals are better equipped to adapt and thrive.

The journey of mastering feature writing is ongoing, but grounding oneself in the insights of experts like
Blundell provides a sturdy foundation. Whether you’re crafting profiles, investigative pieces, or cultural
stories, embracing the art and craft of feature writing inspired by the Wall Street Journal guide can
transform your work into narratives that inform, captivate, and endure.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary focus of William E. Blundell's 'The Art and Craft of
Feature Writing' as per the Wall Street Journal guide?
The primary focus is to teach journalists and writers how to craft compelling, well-structured feature
stories that engage readers through strong narrative techniques and thorough reporting.



How does William E. Blundell suggest feature writers find story ideas?
Blundell advises writers to look for unique angles in everyday events, conduct in-depth interviews, and
stay curious about human interest stories that reveal larger truths.

What role does research play in feature writing according to Blundell's
guide?
Research is crucial; it provides the factual foundation and context needed to create credible and informative
feature stories that resonate with readers.

How important is structure in feature writing based on Blundell's
teachings?
Structure is very important; Blundell emphasizes organizing the story to build interest, using techniques
like the narrative arc, strong leads, and smooth transitions to maintain reader engagement.

What techniques does Blundell recommend for writing engaging leads in
feature stories?
He recommends using vivid descriptions, intriguing questions, anecdotes, or surprising facts to capture the
reader’s attention right from the start.

According to Blundell, how should feature writers balance fact and
storytelling?
Writers should blend accurate, well-researched facts with compelling narrative elements, ensuring the
story is both informative and emotionally engaging without sacrificing journalistic integrity.

What advice does Blundell give about interviewing sources for feature
writing?
Blundell advises preparing thoughtful questions, building rapport with sources, and listening actively to
capture authentic quotes and insights that enrich the story.

How does 'The Art and Craft of Feature Writing' address the use of voice
and style?
The guide encourages writers to develop a distinct, clear, and consistent voice that reflects the story’s tone
and appeals to the target audience.



What common pitfalls in feature writing does Blundell warn against?
Blundell warns against clichés, lack of focus, overloading stories with unnecessary details, and neglecting
the human element that connects readers emotionally to the story.

Additional Resources
**Mastering the Art and Craft of Feature Writing: Insights from William E. Blundell’s Wall Street Journal
Guide**

the art and craft of feature writing based on wall street journal guide william e blundell offers an
illuminating perspective on one of journalism’s most nuanced disciplines. In an era dominated by rapid
news cycles and bite-sized content, feature writing demands a refined balance of storytelling, investigative
rigor, and narrative engagement. William E. Blundell’s guide, crafted from the traditions and standards of
the Wall Street Journal, serves as a beacon for journalists aiming to elevate their craft beyond mere
reportage into compelling, insightful narrative journalism.

This article delves deeply into Blundell’s methodologies and principles, exploring how his approach
integrates the fundamentals of effective feature writing with the professional expectations of a global
financial publication. As digital platforms continue to reshape how stories are consumed, understanding the
art and craft of feature writing through such a lens becomes essential for journalists and content creators
striving for longevity and impact.

Understanding Feature Writing Through the Wall Street
Journal Lens

Feature writing distinguishes itself from standard news reporting by its emphasis on depth, context, and
human interest. According to William E. Blundell’s guide, the hallmark of a robust feature is its ability to
engage readers emotionally while providing a comprehensive understanding of the subject matter. The
Wall Street Journal’s editorial style, known for its clarity, precision, and analytical depth, underpins
Blundell’s framework, making it particularly relevant for business and financial journalism but adaptable
across various beats.

Blundell stresses that effective feature writing is not simply about relaying facts; it involves a deliberate
crafting of narrative arcs, character development, and thematic cohesion. This approach allows journalists to
explore complex issues, offering readers not just information but insight.



Key Elements of Feature Writing Highlighted by Blundell

Blundell’s guide outlines several essential elements that define the art and craft of feature writing:

Compelling Leads: Opening paragraphs must hook readers immediately, employing vivid
descriptions, intriguing questions, or surprising facts.

Strong Narrative Structure: Unlike traditional inverted pyramid news stories, features often follow a
more fluid narrative arc, incorporating scenes, anecdotes, and character-driven storytelling.

In-depth Research: Thorough investigation and fact-checking are vital to build credibility and
provide context.

Balanced Tone: Maintaining neutrality while offering nuanced perspectives is crucial, especially in
business journalism.

Engaging Style: Clear, concise, yet evocative language ensures readability and retains audience
interest.

These components collectively create feature stories that are not only informative but also memorable and
impactful.

The Role of Structure and Style in Blundell’s Feature Writing
Approach

One of the most insightful aspects of Blundell’s guide is his emphasis on structure and style as twin pillars
of effective feature writing. The Wall Street Journal’s tradition of blending analytical rigor with engaging
prose influences his recommendations profoundly.

Balancing Narrative Flow with Factual Accuracy

Blundell advocates for a writing style that marries the storyteller’s touch with the reporter’s discipline.
Features should unfold like a well-crafted narrative, with a clear beginning, middle, and end, but never at
the expense of factual accuracy. This balance is particularly challenging in topics that involve technical or
financial complexity.



For example, when covering corporate profiles or economic trends, Blundell suggests weaving in human
elements—such as interviews with executives or affected employees—to humanize data-heavy content.
This technique enhances reader engagement while preserving the story’s informational integrity.

Voice and Tone Considerations

The guide underscores the importance of adopting a professional yet approachable tone. Feature writing for
the Wall Street Journal requires a voice that conveys authority without alienation. Blundell recommends
avoiding jargon overload, instead opting for clear explanations that make complex subjects accessible to a
broad readership.

Moreover, maintaining a neutral voice, especially in investigative or analytical pieces, helps sustain
credibility. Blundell’s emphasis on impartiality aligns with the journalistic ethics that underpin the Wall
Street Journal’s reputation.

Practical Techniques for Crafting Features: Lessons from Blundell

Beyond theory, Blundell’s guide is rich with practical advice designed to refine the writer’s craft. These
techniques are invaluable for journalists seeking to produce feature stories that resonate.

Developing a Strong Lead

The lead is arguably the most critical part of any feature. Blundell advises that it should not only attract
attention but also set the tone and direction of the piece. He contrasts anecdotal leads with hard-hitting
factual leads, explaining that the choice depends on the story’s nature and audience.

Examples from the Wall Street Journal illustrate how effective leads can range from a poignant personal
story to an eye-catching statistic, each establishing a compelling entry point for readers.

Using Anecdotes and Scenes

To breathe life into features, Blundell champions the use of anecdotes and vivid scenes. These narrative
devices create immersive reading experiences and foster emotional connections.

He encourages reporters to spend time observing and interviewing, gathering sensory details that can
recreate settings and moods. Such immersive storytelling is a hallmark of standout features, differentiating



them from straightforward news accounts.

Integrating Expert Voices and Data

Blundell highlights the strategic incorporation of expert commentary and data analysis as critical to
substantiating feature stories. By blending qualitative insights with quantitative evidence, writers provide
a multi-dimensional perspective that appeals to discerning readers.

In the context of business features, this might involve quoting industry analysts, referencing market
statistics, or interpreting financial reports—all woven seamlessly into the narrative.

Challenges and Considerations in Feature Writing Today

While Blundell’s guide offers timeless principles, the landscape of feature writing faces new challenges.
The rise of digital media, shifting reader habits, and the demand for fast content production can sometimes
conflict with the meticulous process feature writing requires.

Maintaining Depth Amid Speed

One significant tension lies between the immediacy of online news and the depth of feature writing.
Blundell’s approach, rooted in the Wall Street Journal’s standards, underscores patience and careful
development. However, modern journalists must balance these ideals with the realities of tight deadlines
and content saturation.

SEO and Digital Optimization

Though Blundell’s guide predates the full surge of SEO-driven content strategies, its principles align well
with contemporary best practices. Clear, concise writing, engaging leads, and authoritative sourcing all
contribute to higher search engine rankings.

Integrating relevant keywords naturally, such as “feature writing techniques,” “journalistic storytelling,”
and “Wall Street Journal editorial standards,” can further enhance visibility without compromising
narrative quality.



Ethical Transparency

In an age where misinformation can spread rapidly, Blundell’s insistence on thorough research and
balanced reporting remains crucial. Feature writers must navigate the ethical landscape carefully, ensuring
their stories are both compelling and truthful.

Applying Blundell’s Insights Beyond Financial Journalism

While William E. Blundell’s guide is grounded in the Wall Street Journal’s financial journalism tradition,
its principles have broad applicability. Feature writing across sectors—be it health, technology, culture, or
politics—can benefit from his structured approach to narrative, research, and tone.

The art and craft of feature writing based on Wall Street Journal guide William E. Blundell encourages
journalists to treat their subjects with depth and nuance, fostering stories that enlighten, engage, and
endure. Whether crafting profiles, investigative pieces, or trend analyses, writers who adopt these
methodologies position themselves to produce work that stands out in a crowded media environment.

In embracing Blundell’s framework, feature writers gain not only technical skills but a mindset that values
storytelling as an essential vehicle for understanding complex realities—a timeless pursuit in journalism’s
evolving landscape.
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