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Orton Gillingham Classroom Educator Training: Empowering Teachers for Literacy Success

orton gillingham classroom educator training is becoming an essential pathway for many teachers and

literacy specialists who want to support students struggling with reading and language-based learning

differences. This training offers educators a structured, multisensory approach to teaching literacy,

helping students build foundational skills in a way that is both effective and accessible. If you’re

curious about how this method can transform your classroom or want to understand what the training

involves, this article dives deep into the key aspects of Orton Gillingham educator preparation.

What Is Orton Gillingham Classroom Educator Training?

Orton Gillingham classroom educator training equips teachers with the knowledge and practical skills

needed to deliver a specialized instructional approach designed for students with dyslexia and other

reading difficulties. Named after neuropsychiatrist Samuel Orton and educator Anna Gillingham, this

method emphasizes explicit, systematic, and multisensory teaching techniques. The training goes

beyond theory, focusing on how to apply these principles directly in the classroom setting.

This professional development typically involves learning how to break down language into its smallest

components—sounds, letters, and patterns—and then building up students’ reading, spelling, and

writing abilities step by step. Many educators find that Orton Gillingham training deepens their

understanding of how learners process language and provides them with powerful strategies to meet

diverse needs.



Key Components of Orton Gillingham Classroom Educator

Training

Explicit and Systematic Instruction

One of the hallmarks of Orton Gillingham training is teaching educators how to deliver content in a

clear, structured sequence. Unlike some literacy approaches that assume students will intuit rules

through exposure, Orton Gillingham is direct and intentional. Educators learn to introduce linguistic

concepts in a logical order, ensuring students master foundational skills before moving on to more

complex tasks.

Multisensory Teaching Techniques

Training emphasizes the integration of visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learning modalities. For

example, students might say a sound aloud while tracing the corresponding letter shape or tapping out

syllables. This multisensory approach helps reinforce memory and understanding, making learning

more engaging and effective for students who struggle with traditional reading methods.

Diagnostic and Individualized Instruction

A vital part of the training prepares educators to observe and assess students’ reading behaviors

carefully. Through ongoing informal assessments, teachers learn to identify specific challenges—such

as difficulties with phonemic awareness or decoding—and then tailor their approach accordingly. This

diagnostic element ensures instruction is personalized, addressing each learner’s unique needs.



Why Orton Gillingham Training Matters for Classroom

Educators

For classroom teachers, gaining Orton Gillingham training can be a game-changer. Traditional literacy

instruction often follows a “one size fits all” model, which may leave students with learning differences

behind. With this specialized training, educators can confidently support all learners, including those

with dyslexia, language processing disorders, or limited literacy backgrounds. Here’s why it’s so

important:

Improves Student Outcomes: Research shows that Orton Gillingham-based teaching significantly

boosts reading skills in students with dyslexia and other challenges.

Builds Teacher Confidence: Educators feel more equipped to address diverse learning needs,

reducing frustration and increasing job satisfaction.

Supports Inclusive Classrooms: Teachers can design lessons that accommodate multiple learning

styles, creating a more welcoming environment for all students.

Enhances Professional Growth: Completing the training often leads to additional certifications or

endorsements that benefit teaching careers.

What to Expect from an Orton Gillingham Educator Training

Program



Course Structure and Duration

Many training programs offer flexible formats ranging from intensive workshops to extended

certification courses. Some are delivered online, allowing educators to learn at their own pace, while

others include in-person components for hands-on practice. The duration can vary widely—from a few

days for introductory courses to several months for full certification.

Core Topics Covered

Typical training curricula include:

The science of reading and language processing

Phonemic awareness and phonics instruction

Multisensory teaching methods

Assessment and progress monitoring strategies

Lesson planning and classroom implementation

Supporting students with dyslexia and other language-based learning disabilities

Hands-On Practice and Coaching

Effective Orton Gillingham training emphasizes practice. Educators often engage in role-playing, lesson



creation, and peer feedback sessions to refine their skills. Some programs also include mentorship or

coaching, providing ongoing support as teachers bring the approach into their classrooms.

Tips for Teachers Considering Orton Gillingham Classroom

Educator Training

If you’re thinking about pursuing this training, keep the following in mind to maximize your experience:

Research Accredited Programs: Look for training providers recognized by reputable1.

organizations, such as the Academy of Orton-Gillingham Practitioners and Educators (AOGPE).

Consider Your Classroom Context: Choose a program that matches your teaching environment,2.

whether you work in general education, special education, or literacy intervention.

Prepare for Commitment: Training can be intensive, so ensure you have the time and resources3.

to fully engage with the material.

Connect with Fellow Educators: Joining study groups or professional networks can provide4.

valuable support and insights during and after training.

Apply Learning Immediately: Try to implement new strategies as soon as possible to solidify your5.

understanding and benefit your students.

The Impact of Orton Gillingham Training Beyond the Classroom



While the primary goal is to enhance classroom instruction, the benefits of Orton Gillingham training

often ripple outward. Educators frequently report improved communication with parents about their

child’s learning needs, greater collaboration with special education teams, and a deeper appreciation

for the science behind reading development. Additionally, the skills gained can empower teachers to

advocate for better literacy resources and interventions within their schools.

In many cases, schools that invest in Orton Gillingham training for their staff see measurable

improvements in student reading proficiency scores and overall academic confidence. This method

fosters not just skill acquisition but also resilience and motivation among learners who once struggled.

Embarking on Orton Gillingham classroom educator training represents a meaningful step toward

creating inclusive, effective literacy instruction. By embracing this proven approach, educators can

unlock the potential of every student, transforming challenges into opportunities for success.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Orton Gillingham classroom educator training?

Orton Gillingham classroom educator training is a specialized program designed to teach educators

how to use the Orton Gillingham approach, a structured, multisensory method for teaching reading,

writing, and spelling, particularly effective for students with dyslexia.

Who should attend Orton Gillingham classroom educator training?

Educators, reading specialists, tutors, and other professionals who work with students struggling with

reading and literacy skills, especially those with dyslexia, should attend Orton Gillingham classroom

educator training to enhance their instructional techniques.

What are the key components of Orton Gillingham classroom educator



training?

The training typically covers phonemic awareness, phonics, decoding, encoding, morphology, syntax,

and multisensory instructional techniques, emphasizing individualized and sequential teaching

strategies.

How long does Orton Gillingham classroom educator training usually

take?

Training duration varies by program, but comprehensive Orton Gillingham classroom educator training

can range from several days of intensive workshops to several months, often including supervised

practicum and ongoing professional development.

Are there certifications available after completing Orton Gillingham

classroom educator training?

Yes, many Orton Gillingham training programs offer certification or credentialing upon successful

completion, which validates the educator's expertise in using the Orton Gillingham approach and can

enhance their professional qualifications.

Additional Resources

Orton Gillingham Classroom Educator Training: A Comprehensive Examination

orton gillingham classroom educator training has become a pivotal component for educators aiming to

enhance literacy instruction, particularly for students who face challenges in reading and language

acquisition. As awareness of dyslexia and other reading difficulties grows, schools and education

professionals increasingly seek specialized training that equips teachers with structured, evidence-

based methodologies. The Orton Gillingham approach stands out as a time-tested, multisensory

instructional framework designed to address these needs effectively. This article delves into the

nuances of Orton Gillingham classroom educator training, exploring its curriculum, benefits, challenges,



and the broader impact on literacy education.

Understanding the Orton Gillingham Approach

Originating in the early 20th century, the Orton Gillingham (OG) approach was developed by

neuropsychiatrist Dr. Samuel Orton and educator Anna Gillingham. It is a direct, explicit, multisensory,

structured, sequential, and diagnostic method of teaching reading, spelling, and writing. The approach

is particularly renowned for its effectiveness in supporting individuals with dyslexia, but its principles

have broader applications in literacy education.

Unlike traditional reading instruction, which may rely heavily on whole-language or phonics-only

techniques, Orton Gillingham integrates visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learning pathways. This

integration aids in reinforcing the learning of language structures and facilitates better retention and

understanding for struggling readers.

What Does Orton Gillingham Classroom Educator Training

Entail?

Orton Gillingham classroom educator training is an intensive process designed to prepare teachers to

deliver the OG approach with fidelity. Training programs vary but generally share core components

that ensure educators are well-equipped to apply the methodology in diverse classroom settings.

Curriculum Components

The typical training encompasses:



Foundational Linguistic Knowledge: Educators learn the structure of the English language,

including phonemes, morphemes, syllable types, and orthographic patterns.

Multisensory Teaching Techniques: Training emphasizes how to engage multiple senses—sight,

sound, touch, and movement—in instruction to cater to different learning styles.

Structured Lesson Planning: Teachers are guided on how to develop lessons that follow a logical

sequence, from simple to complex linguistic concepts.

Diagnostic and Prescriptive Teaching: Educators gain skills in assessing student progress and

tailoring instruction to individual needs.

Practical Application: Many programs incorporate supervised teaching practicum or case

studies, allowing trainees to apply OG principles in real or simulated classroom environments.

Modes of Training

Orton Gillingham classroom educator training is offered through various formats to accommodate

different schedules and learning preferences:

In-Person Workshops and Seminars: Traditional, hands-on training often spanning several days

or weeks.

Online Courses: Increasingly popular, these provide flexibility and access to a broader audience,

often including video demonstrations and interactive modules.

Hybrid Models: Combining online theory with in-person practicum sessions to balance

convenience with experiential learning.



Evaluating the Impact of Orton Gillingham Training on

Educators and Students

The effectiveness of Orton Gillingham classroom educator training is widely documented, but its impact

varies depending on implementation fidelity and teacher preparedness.

Teacher Competency and Confidence

Research indicates that educators who undergo comprehensive OG training demonstrate increased

confidence in teaching students with dyslexia or other reading difficulties. The structured nature of the

approach provides clarity and direction, reducing the uncertainty often associated with teaching

struggling readers.

Moreover, trained educators report a deeper understanding of the linguistic foundations of English,

which enhances their overall literacy instruction beyond specialized interventions.

Student Outcomes

Several studies highlight improved reading fluency, decoding skills, and spelling accuracy among

students taught by OG-trained educators. The multisensory and explicit instruction helps bridge gaps

for learners who have not thrived with conventional methods.

However, it is important to note that results may depend on factors such as class size, frequency of

intervention, and the teacher’s mastery of the approach. Consistent and ongoing professional

development has been identified as a key factor in sustaining positive student outcomes.



Comparing Orton Gillingham Training to Other Literacy

Programs

With a myriad of literacy programs available, educators and administrators often face challenges in

selecting the most appropriate training.

Orton Gillingham vs. Wilson Reading System

The Wilson Reading System (WRS) is another structured literacy program based on OG principles but

packaged for broader classroom use. While both emphasize multisensory instruction, WRS often

incorporates more scripted lesson plans and is marketed as a turnkey solution.

Orton Gillingham training, by contrast, tends to be more customizable, allowing educators to adapt

lessons based on ongoing assessments. This flexibility can be advantageous but requires a higher

level of skill and understanding from the instructor.

Orton Gillingham vs. Balanced Literacy Approaches

Balanced literacy incorporates phonics, whole language, and reading comprehension strategies. Critics

argue that balanced literacy may lack the systematic rigor necessary for students with dyslexia.

Orton Gillingham classroom educator training addresses this gap by offering a highly structured,

sequential approach, which is particularly useful for students who do not respond to less explicit

methods.



Challenges and Considerations in Implementing Orton

Gillingham Training

Despite its advantages, there are practical challenges to widespread adoption of Orton Gillingham

classroom educator training.

Cost and Time Investment

OG training programs can be costly and time-consuming. Full certification often involves hundreds of

hours of coursework and supervised teaching practice. For many educators, balancing this with

existing responsibilities is a significant hurdle.

Need for Ongoing Support

Initial training alone may not suffice. Schools must consider ongoing coaching and professional

development to maintain high standards and adapt to diverse learner needs.

Scalability in Public School Systems

Implementing OG training across large public school districts requires strategic planning and resource

allocation. The individualized nature of the approach may pose challenges for large class sizes and

limited instructional time.



Future Directions and Trends in Orton Gillingham Educator

Training

As technology advances and educational research evolves, Orton Gillingham classroom educator

training is adapting to new modalities and expanding its reach.

Integration of Technology

Digital platforms now offer interactive training modules, virtual simulations, and data tracking tools that

enhance the learning experience for educators. Some programs incorporate AI-driven diagnostics to

personalize instruction further.

Increased Focus on Equity and Inclusion

There is growing recognition of the need to train educators to apply OG principles in culturally

responsive ways that address diverse linguistic backgrounds and learning profiles.

Expansion Beyond Dyslexia

While originally designed for dyslexia, the approach is increasingly applied to support English

Language Learners (ELLs), students with ADHD, and others who benefit from structured literacy

instruction.

Orton Gillingham classroom educator training, through its rigorous and adaptable framework, continues

to influence literacy education significantly. As demand for specialized reading instruction grows, so too

does the importance of well-designed training programs that empower educators to meet the varied



needs of their students.
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