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Board of Certification of Genealogists: Elevating Professional Genealogy
Standards

board of certification of genealogists is an essential organization dedicated
to advancing the standards of professional genealogy. If you’ve ever wondered
how genealogists prove their expertise or what sets certified genealogists
apart from hobbyists, the Board of Certification of Genealogists (BCG) plays
a pivotal role in that differentiation. This organization not only certifies
genealogists but also encourages rigorous research, ethical practices, and
continuing education among professionals in the field. For anyone passionate
about family history research—whether as a professional or an enthusiastic
learner—understanding the importance and function of the BCG sheds light on
the credibility and quality assurance in genealogical work.

What Is the Board of Certification of
Genealogists?

The Board of Certification of Genealogists is a nonprofit organization
founded in 1964 with the mission to promote high standards of competence and
ethics in genealogical research. It serves as a benchmark for excellence,
offering certification to professional genealogists who demonstrate
exceptional skills, knowledge, and commitment to ethical research practices.

Unlike casual or hobbyist genealogists, those who earn certification through
the BCG have undergone a rigorous peer-reviewed examination process. This
certification signals to clients, employers, and the genealogical community
that the individual meets nationally recognized standards of genealogical
competence and professionalism.

The Role of Certification in Genealogy

Genealogy is a field that requires meticulous research, critical thinking,
and thorough documentation. The BCG certification process ensures that
genealogists:

- Can accurately analyze historical records
- Understand complex genealogical problems
- Craft well-documented reports that stand up to scrutiny
- Adhere to a strict code of ethics

This credential helps clients distinguish between genealogists who possess
verified expertise and those who may lack formal training or experience.



The Certification Process: What It Takes to
Become a Certified Genealogist

Becoming a Certified Genealogist through the Board of Certification of
Genealogists is a multi-step process designed to assess a candidate’s ability
to conduct high-quality genealogical research and present findings clearly.

Step 1: Application and Documentation

Candidates submit an initial application detailing their professional
experience, education, and examples of genealogical work. This phase requires
a deep dive into the candidate’s research abilities and a demonstration of
their commitment to ethical standards.

Step 2: Portfolio Submission

Applicants must provide a portfolio of genealogical reports showcasing their
research methodology, use of sources, evidence analysis, and writing skills.
The portfolio is a crucial piece of the evaluation, highlighting how the
candidate approaches complex genealogical challenges.

Step 3: The Exam

The examination phase evaluates knowledge of genealogical principles, source
interpretation, and problem-solving abilities. Candidates often prepare
extensively, studying key genealogical concepts, standards, and best
practices.

Step 4: Peer Review and Decision

Experienced genealogists who serve on the BCG’s review panel assess the
portfolio and exam results. This peer review ensures that certification
decisions are fair, consistent, and uphold the organization’s high standards.

Why Certification Matters in the Genealogy
Community



Building Trust with Clients

In a field where accuracy and credibility mean everything, certification from
the Board of Certification of Genealogists provides clients with confidence
in the genealogist’s skills. When hiring a professional to trace family
lineage or resolve complicated ancestral puzzles, trust is paramount. The BCG
credential acts as a seal of approval, reassuring clients that their
genealogical research is in capable hands.

Professional Growth and Networking

Certified genealogists often benefit from enhanced career opportunities,
including consulting, lecturing, and publishing. The BCG also fosters a
community of professionals dedicated to continual learning and improvement.
Members can connect with peers, attend conferences, and access resources that
keep them at the forefront of genealogical research techniques.

Maintaining Ethical Standards

The Board of Certification of Genealogists enforces a strict code of ethics,
emphasizing honesty, transparency, and respect for clients’ privacy. This
ethical framework helps maintain the integrity of genealogical research as a
discipline and protects both researchers and clients from potential conflicts
or misrepresentations.

Continuing Education and Professional
Development

Genealogy is a constantly evolving field, influenced by new technologies,
digitization of records, and changing methodologies. The Board of
Certification of Genealogists encourages certified professionals to engage in
ongoing education to keep their skills sharp.

Workshops, Seminars, and Conferences

Certified genealogists have access to a wealth of educational opportunities,
including workshops on DNA analysis, archival research, and regional
histories. Many of these events are designed to help genealogists stay
current with the latest tools and strategies.



Research Tools and Resources

The BCG also provides members with curated resources, recommended reading
lists, and access to genealogical databases. Staying informed about new
sources and technologies is vital for producing accurate and comprehensive
family histories.

Impact of the Board of Certification of
Genealogists on the Genealogy Industry

Since its inception, the BCG has significantly shaped the standards of
genealogical research in the United States and beyond. Its influence extends
to educational institutions, historical societies, and professional
organizations that recognize and promote genealogical certification.

Raising the Bar for Genealogical Research

By setting clear standards and requiring rigorous examination, the Board of
Certification of Genealogists has elevated the overall quality of
genealogical work. This improved standard enriches the genealogical community
and ensures that family histories are documented with accuracy and care.

Encouraging Ethical Research Practices

In an era where online sources and user-generated content proliferate,
maintaining ethical standards is more important than ever. The BCG’s emphasis
on ethics helps genealogists navigate potential pitfalls, such as
misattribution of data or privacy concerns, while fostering respect for the
families they research.

How to Choose a Certified Genealogist

If you’re seeking professional genealogical assistance, choosing a Board of
Certification of Genealogists-certified professional can make a significant
difference in your research experience. Here are some tips:

Verify Certification Status: Always check the BCG website or contact the
organization to confirm the genealogist’s certification is current.

Review Their Specializations: Some genealogists specialize in specific



geographic areas, ethnic groups, or types of records. Make sure their
expertise aligns with your research needs.

Ask About Experience: Certified genealogists often have extensive
experience in client work and complex research challenges.

Discuss Fees and Deliverables: Clarify the scope of work, expected
timelines, and costs upfront to avoid misunderstandings.

Hiring a certified genealogist can save you time and prevent costly errors,
ensuring your family history is pieced together with professionalism and
accuracy.

The Future of Genealogy and the Role of
Certification

As genealogy continues to grow in popularity, fueled by DNA testing and
online databases, the demand for trustworthy, skilled professionals will only
increase. The Board of Certification of Genealogists is well-positioned to
lead the charge in maintaining quality and ethics within this expanding
field.

Technology will continue to evolve, offering new tools for research and
analysis, but the fundamental principles of sound genealogical research
remain unchanged. Certified genealogists will play a crucial role in
interpreting complex data and providing clients with meaningful, well-
substantiated family histories.

In this light, the Board of Certification of Genealogists is more than just
an organization; it’s a cornerstone of professional genealogy, guiding
practitioners toward excellence and helping families connect with their past
in the most reliable way possible.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Board for Certification of Genealogists
(BCG)?
The Board for Certification of Genealogists (BCG) is a nonprofit organization
that provides professional certification for genealogists, ensuring standards
of competence and ethical practice in genealogical research.



How do genealogists become certified by the BCG?
Genealogists become certified by the BCG by submitting a portfolio of their
work that demonstrates their research skills, source citations, and written
reports, followed by a thorough review process conducted by professional
peers.

What are the benefits of BCG certification for
genealogists?
BCG certification enhances a genealogist's credibility, demonstrates
professional expertise, helps gain client trust, and provides networking
opportunities within the genealogy community.

Are there different levels or types of certification
offered by the BCG?
Yes, the BCG offers the Certified Genealogist® credential for general
genealogical research and the Certified Genetic Genealogist® credential for
those specializing in genetic genealogy.

How often must a BCG certification be renewed?
BCG certifications must be renewed every five years, which requires
submission of continuing education credits and evidence of ongoing
professional genealogical work.

Where can I find resources and support for preparing
for BCG certification?
The BCG website offers resources including application guidelines, sample
portfolios, webinars, and mentoring programs to help genealogists prepare for
certification.

Additional Resources
Board of Certification of Genealogists: Upholding Standards in Professional
Genealogy

Board of Certification of Genealogists (BCG) stands as a pivotal organization
within the genealogy community, dedicated to establishing and maintaining
rigorous standards for professional genealogists. Founded in 1964, BCG has
become synonymous with excellence and credibility in genealogical research,
offering certification that signifies a high level of expertise, ethical
practice, and commitment to the discipline. As genealogical research gains
popularity among professionals and hobbyists alike, understanding the role
and impact of the board of certification of genealogists becomes essential



for both clients seeking qualified researchers and genealogists aspiring to
elevate their careers.

The Role and Purpose of the Board of
Certification of Genealogists

The primary mission of the board of certification of genealogists is to
promote professionalism in genealogical research by providing a certification
process that verifies an individual’s competency and adherence to ethical
standards. Unlike general memberships or affiliations, BCG certification
requires candidates to demonstrate advanced skill through a comprehensive
portfolio and examination process. This ensures that certified genealogists
not only possess technical knowledge but also exhibit sound analytical
reasoning and proper documentation practices.

BCG operates as a non-profit organization, and its certification serves as a
benchmark for quality in genealogical services. Clients looking for
trustworthy professionals often rely on the BCG seal as a mark of assurance
that the genealogist they hire will produce thorough, well-documented, and
accurate research.

Certification Process: Rigorous Standards for
Professional Genealogists

The certification journey with the board of certification of genealogists is
notably demanding. Candidates must submit a portfolio of genealogical
research work that includes:

Research reports demonstrating thorough analysis and clear presentation.

Source citations following established genealogical standards.

Evidence of problem-solving abilities in complex genealogical cases.

After portfolio submission, candidates undergo a review by experienced
professionals on the board, ensuring objectivity and consistency. This
process can take several months and may require revisions to meet the board’s
standards. Additionally, candidates must pass a written examination covering
genealogical methods, ethics, and standards, further reinforcing the depth of
their expertise.



Ethical Guidelines and Professional Conduct

Another critical function of the board of certification of genealogists is
the enforcement of a strict code of ethics. Certified genealogists pledge to
uphold integrity, accuracy, and transparency in their work. This commitment
includes:

Providing honest assessments of research findings without overstating
conclusions.

Properly citing all sources to allow verification and replication of
research.

Respecting client confidentiality and intellectual property.

By adhering to these ethical principles, BCG-certified genealogists help
maintain public trust in the profession and prevent the proliferation of
poorly researched or misleading genealogical information.

Comparing the Board of Certification of
Genealogists to Other Genealogical Credentials

In the growing landscape of genealogy credentials, the board of certification
of genealogists stands among several organizations offering certification and
accreditation, such as the International Commission for the Accreditation of
Professional Genealogists (ICAPGen) and the Association of Professional
Genealogists (APG). However, BCG’s certification is often regarded as the
gold standard due to its longevity, comprehensive evaluation process, and
emphasis on scholarly rigor.

While APG membership provides networking and educational resources, it does
not include a certification program. ICAPGen offers accreditation based on a
peer review of work, but its process is generally considered less stringent
than BCG’s multi-stage evaluation. Consequently, genealogists with BCG
certification frequently find that it enhances their professional credibility
and marketability more significantly.

Impact on Career and Client Trust

For professional genealogists, achieving certification from the board of
certification of genealogists can be transformative. It often leads to:



Increased client confidence and willingness to engage services.

Access to higher-profile research projects and consulting opportunities.

Enhanced reputation within genealogical societies and academic circles.

From a client’s perspective, seeking a BCG-certified genealogist reduces the
risk of encountering subpar research and ensures adherence to best practices.
This alignment of expectations benefits the entire genealogical community by
fostering higher standards and more reliable outcomes.

Challenges and Criticisms: Balancing Rigor with
Accessibility

Despite its many strengths, the board of certification of genealogists faces
challenges common to professional certification programs. One criticism is
that the rigorous process can be time-consuming and expensive, potentially
discouraging otherwise capable genealogists from pursuing certification. The
necessity of compiling a detailed portfolio and passing a demanding exam may
be seen as barriers, especially for those balancing research with other
professional or personal commitments.

Moreover, some argue that the board’s focus on traditional genealogical
methods may not fully encompass emerging technologies and digital research
tools. However, BCG continues to update its standards and educational
resources to reflect new methodologies, striving to balance tradition with
innovation.

Ongoing Education and Recertification

To maintain certification, genealogists must engage in ongoing education and
professional development. The board of certification of genealogists requires
periodic recertification, which includes submitting evidence of continued
learning and adherence to ethical standards. This process ensures that
certified genealogists remain current with evolving research techniques and
maintain a commitment to excellence throughout their careers.

The Future of Professional Genealogy and BCG’s
Role

As genealogical research continues to gain momentum due to increased public
interest and advancements in DNA testing and digital archives, the role of



organizations like the board of certification of genealogists becomes
increasingly vital. The demand for qualified professionals who can navigate
complex records, interpret genetic data, and synthesize multifaceted
information is growing.

BCG’s commitment to fostering professionalism and ethical practice will
likely position it as a cornerstone institution in the genealogy community.
By upholding rigorous standards, the board helps elevate the entire field,
encouraging genealogists to pursue excellence and providing clients with
confidence in the authenticity and reliability of genealogical research.

In a landscape crowded with varying degrees of expertise and informal
research practices, the board of certification of genealogists remains a
trusted authority, reminding the community that genealogy is both an art and
a science—one that requires dedication, skill, and a steadfast commitment to
truth.
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