
new orleans saints playoff history

New Orleans Saints Playoff History: A Journey of Resilience and Triumph

new orleans saints playoff history is a fascinating tale of perseverance, transformation, and eventual glory.
The Saints’ path through the NFL postseason is marked by moments of heartbreak, breakthrough, and the passion
of a devoted fanbase that has supported the team through thick and thin. From early struggles to their
landmark Super Bowl victory, understanding the Saints’ playoff journey offers deep insight into how a
franchise can evolve and define its identity over decades.

Early Years and Playoff Beginnings

When the New Orleans Saints joined the NFL as an expansion team in 1967, expectations were modest. The
franchise struggled for many years, often finishing seasons with losing records and failing to make any
significant impact in the postseason. The Saints’ playoff history in the early decades was virtually
nonexistent, with the team not qualifying for the playoffs until the late 1980s.

The First Taste of Postseason Action

The Saints’ inaugural playoff appearance came in the 1987 season, a milestone that injected hope into the
franchise and its fans. Though the team lost their first playoff game against the Minnesota Vikings, this moment
marked an important turning point. It demonstrated that the Saints could compete at a higher level and laid the
groundwork for future success.

Despite this breakthrough, consistent playoff appearances remained elusive throughout the 1990s. The team
often faced tough NFC competition and struggled to maintain winning seasons. However, the foundation was
being built, with key players and coaching changes setting the stage for a brighter future.

The Sean Payton and Drew Brees Era: A New Chapter

One cannot discuss new orleans saints playoff history without highlighting the transformative impact of head
coach Sean Payton and quarterback Drew Brees. Their arrival in the mid-2000s marked a renaissance period for
the franchise, turning the Saints into perennial contenders and playoff regulars.

Revitalizing the Franchise

Sean Payton’s hiring in 2006 brought a bold offensive philosophy, emphasizing creativity and high-scoring
potential. Paired with Drew Brees, who joined the team the same year after a stint with the San Diego Chargers,
the Saints suddenly had the tools to challenge the NFL’s elite teams.

This dynamic duo quickly led the Saints back to the playoffs, beginning a streak of postseason appearances
that redefined the team’s reputation. The offense became one of the most feared in the league, and the Saints’
defense also stepped up in critical moments.

The Road to Super Bowl XLIV

The pinnacle of new orleans saints playoff history occurred during the 2009 season, culminating in the



franchise’s first-ever Super Bowl victory. The Saints entered the playoffs with a strong record and a
confident roster. They defeated the Arizona Cardinals in the NFC Championship Game, a thrilling contest that
showcased their resilience and skill.

Super Bowl XLIV was played against the Indianapolis Colts, led by Peyton Manning. The Saints overcame
early adversity in the game and executed a clutch defensive play known as the “Bountygate” moment, which
shifted momentum. Drew Brees threw for over 300 yards and two touchdowns, earning Super Bowl MVP
honors. This victory was a monumental achievement for the team, city, and fans alike.

Post-Super Bowl Playoff Appearances and Continuing Legacy

After their Super Bowl triumph, the Saints continued to be a formidable presence in the playoffs. Their ability
to consistently reach the postseason speaks to the strong organizational culture and talent development
within the franchise.

Maintaining Competitive Edge

From 2010 onward, the Saints have made multiple playoff appearances, though not always progressing deep
into the postseason. They faced tough opponents and sometimes fell victim to key injuries or close games. Still,
the Saints’ commitment to excellence remained evident.

Key Playoff Moments Beyond the Championship

Several playoff games stand out in the Saints’ recent history. For example, the 2011 playoff victory over the
Detroit Lions was a highlight, showcasing the team’s offensive firepower and strategic prowess. Likewise, the
2017 NFC Championship Game loss to the Minnesota Vikings, decided by a controversial missed call on a
potential game-ending interception, remains a bittersweet moment in Saints lore.

These instances underline the unpredictability and drama that surrounds NFL playoff football, and how the
Saints have been deeply embedded in those narratives.

Impact of Playoff Success on the City of New Orleans

The Saints’ playoff history is not just about wins and losses on the field—it’s also a story of community
pride and healing. Especially in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina in 2005, the Saints emerged as a symbol of
hope and resilience for New Orleans.

The Saints as a Unifying Force

During their playoff runs, the city’s energy and enthusiasm reached new heights. The team’s success provided a
sense of normalcy and celebration amid recovery efforts. Fans rallied around the Saints, and playoff games
became communal events that lifted spirits and reinforced local identity.

Economic and Cultural Benefits

Playoff appearances also boosted New Orleans economically, bringing in tourism and business to support



game-day activities. The Saints’ playoff history has intertwined with the city’s culture, inspiring music, art,
and traditions that celebrate the team’s journey.

Analyzing the Saints’ Playoff Strategies and Team Building

Understanding the new orleans saints playoff history also involves examining how the team has approached
building rosters and game plans tailored to postseason success.

Drafting and Free Agency Decisions

The Saints have found success by blending homegrown talent with strategic free-agent signings. Draft picks like
Marques Colston and Alvin Kamara have become playoff stars, while veteran acquisitions have provided
leadership and depth.

Coaching Adjustments in the Postseason

Sean Payton’s ability to adjust game plans during the playoffs has been a hallmark of the Saints’ strategy.
Whether it’s emphasizing the passing game or incorporating creative trick plays, these tactical moves often
catch opponents off guard.

Looking Ahead: The Future of Saints Playoff Aspirations

As the NFL continually evolves, the Saints remain focused on building a team capable of returning to the Super
Bowl stage. Their playoff history serves as a foundation and inspiration to players, coaches, and fans alike.

Developing Young Talent

Investing in promising players and nurturing a winning culture will be critical for the Saints’ future postseason
success. The blend of experienced veterans and young stars aims to sustain competitiveness in the tough NFC
South division.

Adapting to New Challenges

Injuries, rivalries, and shifting league dynamics mean the Saints must remain flexible and innovative. Drawing
lessons from their rich playoff history helps guide decisions that balance risk and reward in pursuit of another
championship run.

The new orleans saints playoff history is more than a record of games won and lost; it’s a narrative of
transformation, community, and ambition. From humble beginnings to Super Bowl champions, the Saints have
carved out a legacy that continues to inspire and energize one of the NFL’s most passionate fanbases. As the
team looks to the future, the playoff battles ahead promise to add new chapters to this remarkable story.



Frequently Asked Questions

When did the New Orleans Saints first make the NFL playoffs?

The New Orleans Saints first made the NFL playoffs in the 1987 season.

What is the New Orleans Saints' best playoff performance?

The New Orleans Saints won their first Super Bowl championship in the 2009 season (Super Bowl XLIV).

How many playoff appearances have the New Orleans Saints made?

As of 2024, the New Orleans Saints have made 13 playoff appearances in their franchise history.

Who is the New Orleans Saints' all-time leading passer in playoff games?

Drew Brees is the New Orleans Saints' all-time leading passer in playoff games.

What was the Saints' most memorable playoff comeback?

One of the Saints' most memorable playoff comebacks was in the 2018 NFC Wild Card game against the
Philadelphia Eagles, where they overcame a halftime deficit to win 20-14.

How many playoff games have the New Orleans Saints won?

The New Orleans Saints have won 9 playoff games in franchise history as of the 2023 NFL season.

Additional Resources
New Orleans Saints Playoff History: A Journey Through Triumphs and Challenges

new orleans saints playoff history traces a compelling narrative of perseverance, transformation, and
eventual glory within the National Football League (NFL). Since their inception in 1967, the Saints’ journey to
postseason prominence has been marked by decades of struggle, sporadic success, and an iconic breakthrough
that reshaped the franchise’s identity. Exploring their playoff history offers valuable insights into how a team
once synonymous with disappointment evolved into a perennial contender, impacting both the franchise and its
passionate fan base.

The Early Years: Struggles and Sporadic Appearances

In their formative decades, the New Orleans Saints were often regarded as one of the NFL’s less successful
franchises. Established as an expansion team in 1967, the Saints faced the typical challenges of a nascent
organization, including assembling competitive rosters and building a winning culture. For much of the 1970s
and 1980s, the Saints’ playoff appearances were few and far between.

First Playoff Berth and Initial Challenges

The Saints’ first playoff appearance came in the 1987 season under head coach Jim Mora. Despite a commendable
12-3 record, the Saints lost in the divisional round to the Minnesota Vikings. This breakthrough was



significant, as it ended a two-decade-long drought and established the Saints as a legitimate playoff
contender. However, the Saints struggled to maintain consistent postseason success in the following years,
often falling short in the early rounds.

The 1990s: Building Foundations Amid Uncertainty

Throughout the 1990s, the Saints experienced a mix of rebuilding phases and intermittent playoff
qualifications. The franchise’s playoff history during this decade reflects a team striving to find stability,
often hindered by coaching changes and roster inconsistencies.

Key Playoff Appearances in the 1990s

The 1991 season saw the Saints return to the playoffs with a 11-5 record but once again faced an early
exit, losing in the wild card round. The mid-1990s were less fruitful, but the emergence of quarterback Jim
Everett and other key players provided hope. The 1999 season marked a rare playoff qualification, yet the
Saints were defeated by the Minnesota Vikings in the wild card round. These experiences underscored the
difficulties the Saints faced in translating regular-season success into postseason victories.

The Sean Payton Era: Transformation and the Road to Glory

The appointment of Sean Payton as head coach in 2006 marked a turning point in the New Orleans Saints
playoff history. Along with the acquisition of quarterback Drew Brees, the Saints entered a new era
characterized by dynamic offensive play, improved defenses, and sustained postseason success.

Breaking the Curse: The 2006 Playoff Run

In Payton’s first season, the Saints returned to the playoffs after a four-year absence, finishing 10-6.
Although they were eliminated in the wild card round by the Philadelphia Eagles, the season signaled a dramatic
shift in the franchise’s fortunes. The foundation was set for what would become a historic period for the
Saints.

Super Bowl XLIV: The Pinnacle of Success

Arguably the most defining moment in the New Orleans Saints playoff history came in the 2009 season. The
Saints dominated the regular season with a 13-3 record, securing the NFC South title and home-field
advantage throughout the playoffs. Their postseason journey culminated in a thrilling victory over the
Indianapolis Colts in Super Bowl XLIV, marking the franchise’s first-ever Super Bowl championship.

This triumph was not only a landmark for the Saints but also a symbolic victory for the city of New Orleans,
which was still recovering from the devastation of Hurricane Katrina. The Super Bowl win elevated the Saints’
status in the NFL and redefined their legacy.

Post-Super Bowl Years: Sustaining Success and Navigating



Challenges

Following their Super Bowl victory, the Saints continued to be regular playoff participants, demonstrating
consistency often absent in their earlier years. However, their playoff history in this phase also includes
notable setbacks and controversies.

Continued Playoff Appearances and Performance

From 2010 through the late 2010s, the Saints consistently qualified for the postseason, often reaching the
divisional rounds and occasionally the NFC Championship Game. Key players like Drew Brees and emerging stars
such as Alvin Kamara contributed to the team’s sustained competitiveness.

The Bountygate Scandal and Its Impact

A significant challenge during this period was the 2012 "Bountygate" scandal, where the Saints were penalized
for a bounty program incentivizing injurious hits. The NFL suspended Sean Payton for the entire 2012 season,
which disrupted the team’s momentum and affected their playoff performance. Despite this, the Saints rebounded
strongly in subsequent years, underscoring their resilience.

Recent Trends and Playoff Prospects

In recent seasons, the New Orleans Saints playoff history has been characterized by a transition phase. Drew
Brees’ retirement in 2021 marked the end of an era, prompting the franchise to recalibrate and build around new
leadership.

Post-Brees Transition and Future Outlook

The Saints’ playoff ambitions remain high, but the team faces the challenge of maintaining competitive edge amid a
changing roster and coaching staff adjustments. The franchise’s ability to adapt and develop emerging talent
will be critical to their future postseason success.

Quarterback Transition: Navigating the post-Brees era with quarterbacks like Jameis Winston and
potential draft prospects.

Defensive Rebuilding: Strengthening the defense to complement a versatile offense.

Coaching Stability: Maintaining Sean Payton’s leadership or preparing for a smooth coaching succession.

Comparative Analysis: Saints vs. NFC Rivals in Playoff
Performance

When evaluating the New Orleans Saints playoff history, it is instructive to compare their postseason
achievements with other NFC South teams, such as the Atlanta Falcons, Carolina Panthers, and Tampa Bay
Buccaneers.



Super Bowl Titles: The Saints stand out with one championship (2009), while the Buccaneers have two
(2002, 2020), and the Falcons have yet to secure a Super Bowl victory.

Playoff Consistency: Since the mid-2000s, the Saints have displayed remarkable consistency in reaching
the playoffs, often outperforming their division rivals.

Head-to-Head Playoff Matchups: The Saints have achieved critical victories against division rivals in
the postseason, reinforcing their dominance within the NFC South.

This comparative perspective highlights the Saints’ evolution from perennial underdogs to a benchmark franchise
within their division and the conference.

The Cultural and Emotional Impact of Playoff Success

Beyond statistics and game outcomes, the New Orleans Saints playoff history is deeply intertwined with the
cultural identity of New Orleans itself. The team’s rise to prominence has galvanized a fan base that is known
for its unwavering loyalty and vibrant traditions.

Post-Katrina Resilience and Community Symbolism

The Saints’ 2009 Super Bowl win transcended sports, symbolizing hope and rejuvenation for a city recovering
from Hurricane Katrina’s ravages. The playoff runs in the following years continued to serve as rallying
points for community pride and resilience.

Fan Engagement and Economic Implications

Playoff appearances have boosted local businesses, tourism, and media attention, making the Saints not only a
sports franchise but a vital component of New Orleans’ economic and social fabric.

As the New Orleans Saints navigate the evolving landscape of the NFL, their playoff history remains a
testament to the power of perseverance, strategic leadership, and community spirit. Whether confronting
adversity or celebrating triumphs, the Saints’ postseason journey offers an enduring narrative rich with
lessons for teams and fans alike.
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